
The Angel of YHVH 

Depending on the genre of the Scriptural text we are studying, we should not reject the literal – Peshat – 

meaning of the text unless something significant, such as historical or cultural practice, indicates a 

different interpretation. However, there are times when that information should be weighed very 

carefully when it will radically change the way the passage has been interpreted in the past. This is 

especially true of historical narrative. When it comes to prophecy, the fulfillment of prophecy is often 

subject to the response of the people after they are warned of impending judgment for sin. Other times, 

prophecy will surely be fulfilled. Often poetry is a different kind of genre that must be looked at carefully 

due to the numerous similitudes, couplets, and/or parallels it contains. In poetry, a statement is often 

repeated but with different words to make a point. Instructional discourse can also be misinterpreted. 

For example, the phrase “eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot, burn for burn, wound 

for wound, stripe for stripe” really means that the punishment must fit the crime or offense. (See Exodus 

21:24-27.) 

As we consider the genre of the text at hand, we must bear in mind that sometimes the literal meaning 

of a passage of Scripture is shrouded by centuries of improper interpretation that have been passed 

down to us. For example, when interpreting Paul, we must bear in mind which law Paul is talking about 

because the text has ellipses that must be filled in to identify which law is being referred to. The correct 

law being referred to depends on how Moses described or presented the law of YHVH in the Torah. 

Sometimes, there may be cultural information that sheds more light on a subject, yet the correct literal 

meaning, along with increased understanding of various nuances of the text, should not always be 

denied. 

When it comes to the subject of the Angel of YHVH/Angel of God and/or the Logos/Memra being God, 

cultural information is being used by various teachers and leaders to convince believers to reject the 

literal – Peshat – meaning of the text. In my opinion, this is improper exegesis. Instead, it is eisegesis.  

Again, cultural information should be used to enhance our understanding of the text, not to necessarily 

deny the literal meaning of the text. 

As we consider the literal meaning of the text, we must ask: 

• Is the Angel of YHVH/God sometimes really an image or visible extension of God or not? 

• Is the Angel of God only like a king’s representative was in the Ancient Near East? Is the Angel of 

God just a messenger that should be obeyed and respected as if He were God Himself? 

I think the answer lies in the entire textual corpus itself. As we consider these questions, we must 

answer other questions as we explore this topic. 

• How did Moses and Yeshua represent God? Are they similar or different? 

Before we answer that, let us begin by seeing what is presented in the Apostolic Scriptures about angels.                                                                                                                                                                  

 

Angels in the Apostolic Scriptures 

Joseph Matthew 1:20-25 – But while he thought about these things, behold, an angel of the 

Lord (ἄγγελος κυρίου;    ְך ְיהו ה ַמְלַאַ֧ ) appeared to him in a dream, saying, "Joseph, son of 

David, do not be afraid to take to you Mary your wife, for that which is conceived in her 



is of the Holy Spirit. 21 And she will bring forth a Son, and you shall call His name 
Yeshua, for He will save His people from their sins."  
22 So all this was done that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord through 
the prophet, saying: 23 "Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and bear a Son, and they 
shall call His name Immanuel," which is translated, "God with us."  
 
24 Then Joseph, being aroused from sleep, did as the angel of the Lord commanded him 
and took to him his wife, 25 and did not know her till she had brought forth her firstborn 
Son. And he called His name Yeshua.  
 
Matthew 2:13 – Now when they had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared 
to Joseph in a dream, saying, "Arise, take the young Child and His mother, flee to Egypt, 
and stay there until I bring you word; for Herod will seek the young Child to destroy 
Him." 

Mary Matthew 28:1-7 – Now after the Sabbath, as the first day of the week began to dawn, 
Mary Magdalene and the other Mary came to see the tomb. 2 And behold, there was a 
great earthquake; for an angel of the Lord descended from heaven, and came and 
rolled back the stone from the door, and sat on it. 3 His countenance was like lightning, 
and his clothing as white as snow. 4 And the guards shook for fear of him, and became 
like dead men. 5 But the angel answered and said to the women, "Do not be afraid, for I 
know that you seek Yeshua who was crucified. 6 He is not here; for He is risen, as He 
said. Come, see the place where the Lord lay. 7 And go quickly and tell His disciples that 
He is risen from the dead, and indeed He is going before you into Galilee; there you will 
see Him. Behold, I have told you."  

Zacharias Luke 1:8-22 – So it was, that while he was serving as priest before God in the order of 
his division, 9 according to the custom of the priesthood, his lot fell to burn incense 
when he went into the temple of the Lord. 10 And the whole multitude of the people was 
praying outside at the hour of incense. 11 Then an angel of the Lord appeared to him, 
standing on the right side of the altar of incense. 12 And when Zacharias saw him, he 
was troubled, and fear fell upon him. 13 But the angel said to him, "Do not be afraid, 
Zacharias, for your prayer is heard; and your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you 
shall call his name John. 14 And you will have joy and gladness, and many will rejoice at 
his birth. 15 For he will be great in the sight of the Lord, and shall drink neither wine nor 
strong drink. He will also be filled with the Holy Spirit, even from his mother's womb. 16 
And he will turn many of the children of Israel to the Lord their God. 17 He will also go 
before Him in the spirit and power of Elijah, 'to turn the hearts of the fathers to the 
children,' and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, to make ready a people 
prepared for the Lord." 18 And Zacharias said to the angel, "How shall I know this? For I 
am an old man, and my wife is well advanced in years."  
19 And the angel answered and said to him, "I am Gabriel, who stands in the presence 
of God, and was sent to speak to you and bring you these glad tidings. 20 But behold, 
you will be mute and not able to speak until the day these things take place, because 
you did not believe my words which will be fulfilled in their own time."  
21 And the people waited for Zacharias, and marveled that he lingered so long in the 
temple. 22 But when he came out, he could not speak to them; and they perceived that 
he had seen a vision in the temple, for he beckoned to them and remained speechless.  

Mary Luke 1:26-37 – Now in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a city of 
Galilee named Nazareth, 27 to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of 



the house of David. The virgin's name was Mary. 28 And having come in, the angel said 
to her, "Rejoice, highly favored one, the Lord is with you; blessed are you among 
women!" 29 But when she saw him, she was troubled at his saying, and considered what 
manner of greeting this was. 30 Then the angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, for 
you have found favor with God. 31 And behold, you will conceive in your womb and 
bring forth a Son, and shall call His name Yeshua. 32 He will be great, and will be called 
the Son of the Highest; and the Lord God will give Him the throne of His father David. 33 
And He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of His kingdom there will be no 
end." 34 Then Mary said to the angel, "How can this be, since I do not know a man?" 35 
And the angel answered and said to her, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the 
power of the Highest will overshadow you; therefore, also, that Holy One who is to be 
born will be called the Son of God. 36 Now indeed, Elizabeth your relative has also 
conceived a son in her old age; and this is now the sixth month for her who was called 
barren. 37 For with God nothing will be impossible."  

Angel 
announced 
birth 

Luke 2:8-20 – Now there were in the same country shepherds living out in the fields, 
keeping watch over their flock by night. 9 And behold, an angel of the Lord stood before 
them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were greatly afraid. 10 
Then the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid, for behold, I bring you good tidings of 
great joy which will be to all people. 11 For there is born to you this day in the city of 
David a Savior, who is Messiah the Lord. 12 And this will be the sign to you: You will find 
a Babe wrapped in swaddling cloths, lying in a manger." 13 And suddenly there was with 
the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying: 14 "Glory to God in 
the highest, And on earth peace, goodwill toward men!" 15 So it was, when the angels 
had gone away from them into heaven, that the shepherds said to one another, "Let us 
now go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has come to pass, which the Lord has 
made known to us." 16 And they came with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the 
Babe lying in a manger. 17 Now when they had seen Him, they made widely known the 
saying which was told them concerning this Child. 18 And all those who heard it 
marveled at those things which were told them by the shepherds. 19 But Mary kept all 
these things and pondered them in her heart. 20 Then the shepherds returned, glorifying 
and praising God for all the things that they had heard and seen, as it was told them.  

 Luke 22:41-44 – And He was withdrawn from them about a stone's throw, and He knelt 
down and prayed, 42 saying, "Father, if it is Your will, take this cup away from Me; 
nevertheless not My will, but Yours, be done."  43 Then an angel appeared to Him from 
heaven, strengthening Him. 44 And being in agony, He prayed more earnestly. Then His 
sweat became like great drops of blood falling down to the ground. 

 John 5:4-5 – For an angel went down at a certain time into the pool and stirred up the 
water; then whoever stepped in first, after the stirring of the water, was made well of 
whatever disease he had.  

 John 12:27-33 – "Now My soul is troubled, and what shall I say? 'Father, save Me from 
this hour'? But for this purpose I came to this hour.  28 Father, glorify Your name." Then 
a voice came from heaven, saying, "I have both glorified it and will glorify it again." 29 
Therefore the people who stood by and heard it said that it had thundered. Others said, 
"An angel has spoken to Him." 30 Yeshua answered and said, "This voice did not come 
because of Me, but for your sake.  31 Now is the judgment of this world; now the ruler of 
this world will be cast out.  32 And I, if I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all peoples 
to Myself."  33 This He said, signifying by what death He would die.  



Apostles in 
Prison 

Acts 5:17-20 – Then the high priest rose up, and all those who were with him (which is 
the sect of the Sadducees), and they were filled with indignation, 18 and laid their hands 
on the apostles and put them in the common prison. 19 But at night an angel of the 
Lord opened the prison doors and brought them out, and said, 20 "Go, stand in the 
temple and speak to the people all the words of this life."  

Philip Acts 8:26-29 – Now an angel of the Lord spoke to Philip, saying, "Arise and go toward 
the south along the road which goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza." This is desert. 27 So 
he arose and went. And behold, a man of Ethiopia, a eunuch of great authority under 
Candace the queen of the Ethiopians, who had charge of all her treasury, and had come 
to Jerusalem to worship, 28 was returning. And sitting in his chariot, he was reading 
Isaiah the prophet. 29 Then the Spirit said to Philip, "Go near and overtake this chariot."  

Cornelius Acts 10:1-8 – There was a certain man in Caesarea called Cornelius, a centurion of what 
was called the Italian Regiment, 2 a devout man and one who feared God with all his 
household, who gave alms generously to the people, and prayed to God always. 3 About 
the ninth hour of the day he saw clearly in a vision an angel of God coming in and 
saying to him, "Cornelius!" 4 And when he observed him, he was afraid, and said, "What 
is it, lord?" So he said to him, "Your prayers and your alms have come up for a memorial 
before God. 5 Now send men to Joppa, and send for Simon whose surname is Peter. 6 He 
is lodging with Simon, a tanner, whose house is by the sea. He will tell you what you 
must do." 7 And when the angel who spoke to him had departed, Cornelius called two 
of his household servants and a devout soldier from among those who waited on him 
continually. 8 So when he had explained all these things to them, he sent them to Joppa.  

Peter in 
prison 

Acts 12:5-11 – Peter was therefore kept in prison, but constant prayer was offered to 
God for him by the church. 6 And when Herod was about to bring him out, that night 
Peter was sleeping, bound with two chains between two soldiers; and the guards before 
the door were keeping the prison. 7 Now behold, an angel of the Lord stood by him, and 
a light shone in the prison; and he struck Peter on the side and raised him up, saying, 
"Arise quickly!" And his chains fell off his hands. 8 Then the angel said to him, "Gird 
yourself and tie on your sandals"; and so he did. And he said to him, "Put on your 
garment and follow me." 9 So he went out and followed him, and did not know that 
what was done by the angel was real, but thought he was seeing a vision. 10 When they 
were past the first and the second guard posts, they came to the iron gate that leads to 
the city, which opened to them of its own accord; and they went out and went down 
one street, and immediately the angel departed from him. 11 And when Peter had come 
to himself, he said, "Now I know for certain that the Lord has sent His angel, and has 
delivered me from the hand of Herod and from all the expectation of the Jewish 
people."  

Herod Acts 12:21-23 – So on a set day Herod, arrayed in royal apparel, sat on his throne and 
gave an oration to them. 22 And the people kept shouting, "The voice of a god and not 
of a man!" 23 Then immediately an angel of the Lord struck him, because he did not 
give glory to God. And he was eaten by worms and died.  

Galatians Galatians 4:12-16 – Brethren, I urge you to become like me, for I became like you. You 
have not injured me at all. 13 You know that because of physical infirmity I preached the 
gospel to you at the first. 14 And my trial which was in my flesh you did not despise or 
reject, but you received me as an angel of God, even as Messiah Yeshua. 15 What then 
was the blessing you enjoyed? For I bear you witness that, if possible, you would have 
plucked out your own eyes and given them to me.  



Revelation There are many angels in Revelation.  
 

• There are angels of the 7 churches (Ch. 1-3). 

• There were angels around the throne; the angels with censers; angels with 
trumpets; and an angel who told John to measure the temple (Ch. 5-11). 

• There were proclamations of several angels; angels of bowls containing plague 
other angels; and Yeshua’s angel/messenger (Ch. 14-22). 

Angels (ἄγγελος κυρίου;  ְך ְיהו  הַמְלַאַ֧ ) in the Apostolic Scriptures: 

• Were multiple in number. 

• Were messengers – instructional and/or prophetic – that could be seen and heard. 

• Were sometimes nameless, named, or linked by the phrase “of the Lord” -- κυρίου. 

• Performed tasks for God in the spiritual and/or physical realm. 

• Ministered to/helped people. 

• Could strike people dead. 

• Were not identified as God Himself. 
 
We will see some similarities, as well as differences, among the angels in the Tanakh. 

 

Angels in the Tanakh 

Moses’ call Exodus 3:1-6 – Now Moses was tending the flock of Jethro his father-in-law, the priest 
of Midian. And he led the flock to the back of the desert, and came to Horeb, the 
mountain of God. 2 And the Angel of YHVH appeared to him in a flame of fire from 
the midst of a bush. So he looked, and behold, the bush was burning with fire, but the 
bush was not consumed. 3 Then Moses said, "I will now turn aside and see this great 
sight, why the bush does not burn."  
4 So when YHVH saw that he turned aside to look, God called to him from the midst of 
the bush and said, "Moses, Moses!" And he said, "Here I am."  
5 Then He said, "Do not draw near this place. Take your sandals off your feet, for the 
place where you stand is holy ground." 6 Moreover He said, "I am the God of your 
father — the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob." And Moses 
hid his face, for he was afraid to look upon God.  
 
Exodus 3:10-22 – "Come now, therefore, and I will send you to Pharaoh that you may 
bring My people, the children of Israel, out of Egypt." 
 11 But Moses said to God, "Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh, and that I should 
bring the children of Israel out of Egypt?" 
 12 So He said, "I will certainly be with you. And this shall be a sign to you that I have 
sent you: When you have brought the people out of Egypt, you shall serve God on this 
mountain." 
 13 Then Moses said to God, "Indeed, when I come to the children of Israel and say to 
them, `The God of your fathers has sent me to you,' and they say to me, `What is His 
name?' what shall I say to them?" 
 14 And God said to Moses, "I AM WHO I AM." And He said, "Thus you shall say to the 
children of Israel, `I AM has sent me to you.'" 
 15 Moreover God said to Moses, "Thus you shall say to the children of Israel: `YHVH 
God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, 



has sent me to you. This is My name forever, and this is My memorial to all 
generations.' 
 16 "Go and gather the elders of Israel together, and say to them, `YHVH God of your 
fathers, the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob, appeared to me, saying, "I have 
surely visited you and seen what is done to you in Egypt; 
 17 "and I have said I will bring you up out of the affliction of Egypt to the land of the 
Canaanites and the Hittites and the Amorites and the Perizzites and the Hivites and 
the Jebusites, to a land flowing with milk and honey."' 
 18 "Then they will heed your voice; and you shall come, you and the elders of Israel, to 
the king of Egypt; and you shall say to him, `YHVH God of the Hebrews has met with 
us; and now, please, let us go three days' journey into the wilderness, that we may 
sacrifice to YHVH our God.' 
 19 "But I am sure that the king of Egypt will not let you go, no, not even by a mighty 
hand. 
 20 "So I will stretch out My hand and strike Egypt with all My wonders which I will 
do in its midst; and after that he will let you go. 
 21 "And I will give this people favor in the sight of the Egyptians; and it shall be, when 
you go, that you shall not go empty-handed. 
 22 "But every woman shall ask of her neighbor, namely, of her who dwells near her 
house, articles of silver, articles of gold, and clothing; and you shall put them on your 
sons and on your daughters. So you shall plunder the Egyptians." 

Moses as 
YHVH’s 
spokesperson 

Exodus 4:15-16 – Now you shall speak to him and put the words in his mouth. And I 
will be with your mouth and with his mouth, and I will teach you what you shall do. 
16 So he shall be your spokesman to the people. And he himself shall be as a mouth 

for you, and you shall be to him as God ( ֵֽים ֵֽאלֹה    .(ל 
First 
encounter 
with Pharaoh 

Exodus 5:1-2 – Afterward Moses and Aaron went in and told Pharaoh, "Thus says 
YHVH God of Israel: `Let My people go, that they may hold a feast to Me in the 
wilderness.'" 
 2 And Pharaoh said, "Who is YHVH, that I should obey His voice to let Israel go? I do 
not know YHVH, nor will I let Israel go."  

Moses is to 
speak as/for 
God 

Exodus 7:1-2 – So YHVH said to Moses: "See, I have made you as God to Pharaoh, 
and Aaron your brother shall be your prophet. 2 You shall speak all that I command 
you. And Aaron your brother shall tell Pharaoh to send the children of Israel out of 
his land.  

Moses is to 
perform 
miracles to 
prove he is 
YHVH’s 
spokesperson 

Exodus 7:8-10 – Then YHVH spoke to Moses and Aaron, saying, 9 "When Pharaoh 
speaks to you, saying, 'Show a miracle for yourselves,' then you shall say to Aaron, 
'Take your rod and cast it before Pharaoh, and let it become a serpent.'" 10 So Moses 
and Aaron went in to Pharaoh, and they did so, just as YHVH commanded. And Aaron 
cast down his rod before Pharaoh and before his servants, and it became a serpent. 

 Exodus 7:16-18 – And you shall say to him, 'YHVH God of the Hebrews has sent me to 
you, saying, "Let My people go, that they may serve Me in the wilderness"; but 
indeed, until now you would not hear! 17 Thus says YHVH: "By this you shall know that 
I am YHVH. Behold, I will strike the waters which are in the river with the rod that is in 
my hand, and they shall be turned to blood. 18 And the fish that are in the river shall 
die, the river shall stink, and the Egyptians will loathe to drink the water of the 
river."'"  



 Exodus 8:1-4 – And YHVH spoke to Moses, "Go to Pharaoh and say to him, 'Thus says 
YHVH: "Let My people go, that they may serve Me. 2 But if you refuse to let them go, 
behold, I will smite all your territory with frogs. 3 So the river shall bring forth frogs 
abundantly, which shall go up and come into your house, into your bedroom, on your 
bed, into the houses of your servants, on your people, into your ovens, and into your 
kneading bowls. 4 And the frogs shall come up on you, on your people, and on all your 
servants."'"  

 Exodus 8:20-23 – And YHVH said to Moses, "Rise early in the morning and stand 
before Pharaoh as he comes out to the water. Then say to him, 'Thus says YHVH: "Let 
My people go, that they may serve Me. 21 Or else, if you will not let My people go, 
behold, I will send swarms of flies on you and your servants, on your people and into 
your houses. The houses of the Egyptians shall be full of swarms of flies, and also the 
ground on which they stand.  22 And in that day I will set apart the land of Goshen, in 
which My people dwell, that no swarms of flies shall be there, in order that you may 
know that I am YHVH in the midst of the land. 23 I will make a difference between My 
people and your people. Tomorrow this sign shall be. 

 Exodus 9:1-4 – Then YHVH said to Moses, "Go in to Pharaoh and tell him, 'Thus says 
YHVH God of the Hebrews: "Let My people go, that they may serve Me. 2 For if you 
refuse to let them go, and still hold them, 3 behold, the hand of YHVH will be on your 
cattle in the field, on the horses, on the donkeys, on the camels, on the oxen, and on 
the sheep — a very severe pestilence. 4 And YHVH will make a difference between the 
livestock of Israel and the livestock of Egypt. So nothing shall die of all that belongs to 
the children of Israel." 

 Exodus 9:13-14 – Then YHVH said to Moses, "Rise early in the morning and stand 
before Pharaoh, and say to him, 'Thus says YHVH God of the Hebrews: "Let My 
people go, that they may serve Me, 14 for at this time I will send all My plagues to your 
very heart, and on your servants and on your people, that you may know that there is 
none like Me in all the earth. 

 Exodus 10:3-4 – So Moses and Aaron came in to Pharaoh and said to him, "Thus says 
YHVH God of the Hebrews: 'How long will you refuse to humble yourself before Me? 
Let My people go, that they may serve Me. 4 Or else, if you refuse to let My people go, 
behold, tomorrow I will bring locusts into your territory.  

 Exodus 10:3-4 – So Moses and Aaron came in to Pharaoh and said to him, "Thus says 
YHVH God of the Hebrews: 'How long will you refuse to humble yourself before Me? 
Let My people go, that they may serve Me. 4 Or else, if you refuse to let My people go, 
behold, tomorrow I will bring locusts into your territory.  

Moses did not want to be YHVH’s spokesperson. He made excuses to avoid his calling (Exodus 4:10-
17). 
 
Moses said he met with God, but God is unseen; he met with the Angel of YHVH. 
 
When Moses spoke to Pharaoh he often said, “Thus says YHVH God of the Hebrews,” as YHVH 
specifically instructed him to do.  
Moses was speaking to Pharaoh, who was considered a god, and Moses was as God to Pharaoh. 
However, he was making it clear that he was speaking the words that YHVH was giving him to say. 
Moses was representing God in a manner that the Ancient Near East was familiar with. 
 



Moses did not claim to be God, but he claimed to be God’s spokesperson, and he spoke what God 
told him to say. 
 
It is true that Yeshua was a spokesperson for the Father: 
 

• John 12:49-50 – For I (Yeshua) have not spoken on My own authority; but the Father who sent 
Me gave Me a command, what I should say and what I should speak.  50 And I know that His 
command is everlasting life. Therefore, whatever I speak, just as the Father has told Me, so I 
speak."  

• John 14:10-11 – Do you not believe that I (Yeshua) am in the Father, and the Father in Me? 
The words that I speak to you I do not speak on My own authority; but the Father who dwells 
in Me does the works.  11 Believe Me that I am in the Father and the Father in Me, or else 
believe Me for the sake of the works themselves. 

 
Yeshua was a visible extension or image of the unseen God known as the Father, and that is what the 
Angel of YHVH was when the Scriptures equated Him with God. 
 
Moses, in many ways – not just this one – is a type of Yeshua. However, Moses was different from 
Yeshua because Moses was: 
 

• Not around at creation nor did he participate in creation.  

• Not sinless.  

• Not the Logos/Memra or called the Logos/Memra. John called the Logos God, and there is no 
other god.  

• Never called God (theos or elohim) or equated with God like the Angel of YHVH was. 
 
Moses was a spokesperson or representative of YHVH. He performed miracles, and he was also a 
shepherd, judge, teacher, and prophet. These are things that make him a type of Yeshua. 
 

Hagar Genesis 16:6-11 – So Abram said to Sarai, "Indeed your maid is in your hand; do to her 
as you please." And when Sarai dealt harshly with her, she fled from her presence. 7 

Now the Angel of YHVH found her by a spring of water in the wilderness, by the spring 
on the way to Shur. 8 And He said, "Hagar, Sarai's maid, where have you come from, 
and where are you going?" She said, "I am fleeing from the presence of my mistress 
Sarai." 9 The Angel of YHVH said to her, "Return to your mistress, and submit yourself 
under her hand." 10 Then the Angel of YHVH said to her, "I will multiply your 
descendants exceedingly, so that they shall not be counted for multitude." 11 And the 
Angel of YHVH said to her: "Behold, you are with child, And you shall bear a son. You 
shall call his name Ishmael. 
 
Hagar met with the Angel of YHVH who said He would multiply her descendants. If he 
were speaking for God, shouldn’t he have said that God, and not “I,” would multiply 
her descendants? 
 
Genesis 21:9-21 – And Sarah saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian, whom she had borne 
to Abraham, scoffing.  10 Therefore she said to Abraham, "Cast out this bondwoman 
and her son; for the son of this bondwoman shall not be heir with my son, namely with 



Isaac." 11 And the matter was very displeasing in Abraham's sight because of his son. 12 
But God said to Abraham, "Do not let it be displeasing in your sight because of the lad 
or because of your bondwoman. Whatever Sarah has said to you, listen to her voice; 
for in Isaac your seed shall be called. 13 Yet I will also make a nation of the son of the 
bondwoman, because he is your seed." 14 So Abraham rose early in the morning, and 
took bread and a skin of water; and putting it on her shoulder, he gave it and the boy 
to Hagar, and sent her away. Then she departed and wandered in the Wilderness of 
Beersheba. 15 And the water in the skin was used up, and she placed the boy under one 
of the shrubs. 16 Then she went and sat down across from him at a distance of about a 
bowshot; for she said to herself, "Let me not see the death of the boy." So she sat 
opposite him, and lifted her voice and wept. 17 And God heard the voice of the lad. 
Then the angel of God called to Hagar out of heaven, and said to her, "What ails you, 
Hagar? Fear not, for God has heard the voice of the lad where he is.  18 Arise, lift up 
the lad and hold him with your hand, for I will make him a great nation." 19 Then God 
opened her eyes, and she saw a well of water. And she went and filled the skin with 
water, and gave the lad a drink. 20 So God was with the lad; and he grew and dwelt in 
the wilderness, and became an archer. 21 He dwelt in the Wilderness of Paran; and his 
mother took a wife for him from the land of Egypt.  
 
The Angel of YHVH said that God had heard, yet the Angel of God told Hagar “I will” 
make Ishmael a great nation where previously, God told Abraham he would do that. If 
the Angel were speaking for God, why is the text written this way? 

Abraham 
and Lot 

Genesis 18:2-5 – So he lifted his eyes and looked, and behold, three men were 
standing by him; and when he saw them, he ran from the tent door to meet them, and 
bowed himself to the ground, 3 and said, "My Lord, if I have now found favor in Your 
sight, do not pass on by Your servant. 4 Please let a little water be brought, and wash 
your feet, and rest yourselves under the tree.  
 
Genesis 18:16-24 – Then the men rose from there and looked toward Sodom, and 
Abraham went with them to send them on the way. 17 And YHVH said, "Shall I hide 
from Abraham what I am doing, 18 since Abraham shall surely become a great and 
mighty nation, and all the nations of the earth shall be blessed in him? 19 For I have 
known him, in order that he may command his children and his household after him, 
that they keep the way of YHVH, to do righteousness and justice, that YHVH may bring 
to Abraham what He has spoken to him." 20 And YHVH said, "Because the outcry 
against Sodom and Gomorrah is great, and because their sin is very grave, 21 I will go 
down now and see whether they have done altogether according to the outcry against 
it that has come to Me; and if not, I will know." 22 Then the men turned away from 
there and went toward Sodom, but Abraham still stood before YHVH. 23 And 
Abraham came near and said, "Would You also destroy the righteous with the wicked?  
 
Genesis 19:1 – Now the two angels came to Sodom in the evening, and Lot was 
sitting in the gate of Sodom. When Lot saw them, he rose to meet them, and he bowed 
himself with his face toward the ground. 
 
Genesis 19:4-11 – Now before they lay down, the men of the city, the men of Sodom, 
both old and young, all the people from every quarter, surrounded the house. 5 And 
they called to Lot and said to him, "Where are the men who came to you tonight? 



Bring them out to us that we may know them carnally." 6 So Lot went out to them 
through the doorway, shut the door behind him, 7 and said, "Please, my brethren, do 
not do so wickedly! 8 See now, I have two daughters who have not known a man; 
please, let me bring them out to you, and you may do to them as you wish; only do 
nothing to these men, since this is the reason they have come under the shadow of my 
roof."  
 
9 And they said, "Stand back!" Then they said, "This one came in to stay here, and he 
keeps acting as a judge; now we will deal worse with you than with them." So they 
pressed hard against the man Lot, and came near to break down the door. 10 But the 
men reached out their hands and pulled Lot into the house with them, and shut the 
door. 11 And they struck the men who were at the doorway of the house with 
blindness, both small and great, so that they became weary trying to find the door.  
 
Genesis 19:15 – When the morning dawned, the angels urged Lot to hurry, saying, 
"Arise, take your wife and your two daughters who are here, lest you be consumed in 
the punishment of the city."  
 
Genesis 19:23-29 – The sun had risen upon the earth when Lot entered Zoar. 24 Then 
YHVH rained brimstone and fire on Sodom and Gomorrah, from YHVH out of the 
heavens. 25 So He overthrew those cities, all the plain, all the inhabitants of the cities, 
and what grew on the ground. 26 But his wife looked back behind him, and she became 
a pillar of salt. 27 And Abraham went early in the morning to the place where he had 
stood before YHVH. 28 Then he looked toward Sodom and Gomorrah, and toward all 
the land of the plain; and he saw, and behold, the smoke of the land which went up 
like the smoke of a furnace. 29 And it came to pass, when God destroyed the cities of 
the plain, that God remembered Abraham, and sent Lot out of the midst of the 
overthrow, when He overthrew the cities in which Lot had dwelt. 
 
Two of the three men were angels, and one of the three men was YHVH. Since God is 
spirit, what form did YHVH take? He the visible extension of God – the Angel of YHVH. 
He would have to be since the Father has never been seen. 

Abraham Genesis 22:1-2 – Now it came to pass after these things that God tested Abraham, 
and said to him, "Abraham!" And he said, "Here I am." 2 Then He said, "Take now your 
son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him 
there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of which I shall tell you."  
 
Genesis 22:9-14 – Then they came to the place of which God had told him. And 
Abraham built an altar there and placed the wood in order; and he bound Isaac his son 
and laid him on the altar, upon the wood. 10 And Abraham stretched out his hand and 
took the knife to slay his son. 11 But the Angel of YHVH called to him from heaven and 
said, "Abraham, Abraham!" So he said, "Here I am." 12 And He said, "Do not lay your 
hand on the lad, or do anything to him; for now I know that you fear God, since you 
have not withheld your son, your only son, from Me." 13 Then Abraham lifted his eyes 
and looked, and there behind him was a ram caught in a thicket by its horns. So 
Abraham went and took the ram, and offered it up for a burnt offering instead of his 
son. 14 And Abraham called the name of the place, YHVH-Will-Provide; as it is said to 
this day, "In the Mount of YHVH it shall be provided."  



 
The Angel of YHVH is mentioning the word “God” – He knows that Abraham fears God 
– yet He says He knows that because Abraham did not withhold his son “from Me.” 

Abraham to 
his servant 

Genesis 24:6-8 – But Abraham said to him, "Beware that you do not take my son back 
there. 7 YHVH God of heaven, who took me from my father's house and from the land 
of my family, and who spoke to me and swore to me, saying, 'To your descendants I 
give this land,' He will send His angel before you, and you shall take a wife for my son 
from there. 8 And if the woman is not willing to follow you, then you will be released 
from this oath; only do not take my son back there." 
 
Genesis 24:37-41 – Now my master made me swear, saying, 'You shall not take a wife 
for my son from the daughters of the Canaanites, in whose land I dwell; 38 but you shall 
go to my father's house and to my family, and take a wife for my son.' 39 And I said to 
my master, 'Perhaps the woman will not follow me.' 40 But he said to me, 'YHVH, 
before whom I walk, will send His angel with you and prosper your way; and you 
shall take a wife for my son from my family and from my father's house. 41 You will 
be clear from this oath when you arrive among my family; for if they will not give her 
to you, then you will be released from my oath.'  
 
Context does not indicate who this Angel was; however, past experience for the 
patriarchs was with the Angel of YHVH who was identified as God. 

Jacob Genesis 31:10-13 – "And it happened, at the time when the flocks conceived, that I 
lifted my eyes and saw in a dream, and behold, the rams which leaped upon the flocks 
were streaked, speckled, and gray-spotted. 11 Then the Angel of God spoke to me in a 
dream, saying, 'Jacob.' And I said, 'Here I am.' 12 And He said, 'Lift your eyes now and 
see, all the rams which leap on the flocks are streaked, speckled, and gray-spotted; for 
I have seen all that Laban is doing to you. 13 I am the God of Bethel, where you 
anointed the pillar and where you made a vow to Me. Now arise, get out of this land, 
and return to the land of your family.'"  
 
The Angel of God specifically identifies Himself as God in a dream. Why would there 
be a need for a regular angel to speak for God in a dream?  
 
In Genesis 46:2-4, God spoke to Israel in visions of the night and told him not to be 
afraid to go to Egypt. Here, there was not mention of an angel speaking for God. 

 Genesis 48:15-16 – And he (Israel) blessed Joseph, and said:   
 
"God, before whom my fathers Abraham and Isaac walked,  
The God who has fed me all my life long to this day,  
16 The Angel who has redeemed me from all evil,  
 
Bless the lads; Let my name be named upon them, And the name of my fathers 
Abraham and Isaac; And let them grow into a multitude in the midst of the earth."  
 
Here, the Angel is implied to be God in a couplet. 

Moses Exodus 3:1-6 



Now Moses was tending the flock of Jethro his father-in-law, the priest of Midian. And 
he led the flock to the back of the desert, and came to Horeb, the mountain of God. 2 
And the Angel of YHVH appeared to him in a flame of fire from the midst of a bush.  
 
So he looked, and behold, the bush was burning with fire, but the bush was not 
consumed. 3 Then Moses said, "I will now turn aside and see this great sight, why the 
bush does not burn."  
 
4 So when YHVH saw that he turned aside to look, God called to him from the midst of 
the bush and said, "Moses, Moses!" And he said, "Here I am."  
 
5 Then He said, "Do not draw near this place. Take your sandals off your feet, for the 
place where you stand is holy ground."  
 

6 Moreover He said, "I am the God of your father — the God of Abraham, the God of 
Isaac, and the God of Jacob." And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look upon 
God.  
 
No one has seen God. They have only seen a visible image or extension of God – the 
Angel of YHVH. God – the Angel of YHVH – was in the midst of the bush. 
 
Exodus 3:9-19 
Now therefore, behold, the cry of the children of Israel has come to Me, and I have 
also seen the oppression with which the Egyptians oppress them. 10 Come now, 
therefore, and I will send you to Pharaoh that you may bring My people, the children 
of Israel, out of Egypt." 11 But Moses said to God, "Who am I that I should go to 
Pharaoh, and that I should bring the children of Israel out of Egypt?"  
12 So He said, "I will certainly be with you. And this shall be a sign to you that I have 
sent you: When you have brought the people out of Egypt, you shall serve God on this 
mountain."  
13 Then Moses said to God, "Indeed, when I come to the children of Israel and say to 
them, 'The God of your fathers has sent me to you,' and they say to me, 'What is His 
name?' what shall I say to them?"  
14 And God said to Moses, "I AM WHO I AM (ֶ֑ה ְהי  ֶֽ ר א  ֶׁ֣ ֶ֖ה ֲאש  ְהי  ֶֽ  And He said, "Thus you ".(א 

shall say to the children of Israel, 'I AM has sent me to you.'" 15 Moreover God said to 
Moses, "Thus you shall say to the children of Israel: 'YHVH God of your fathers, the 
God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to you. This is 
My name forever, and this is My memorial to all generations.' 16 Go and gather the 
elders of Israel together, and say to them, 'YHVH God of your fathers, the God of 
Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob, appeared to me, saying, "I have surely visited you 
and seen what is done to you in Egypt; 17 and I have said I will bring you up out of the 
affliction of Egypt to the land of the Canaanites and the Hittites and the Amorites and 
the Perizzites and the Hivites and the Jebusites, to a land flowing with milk and 
honey."' 18 Then they will heed your voice; and you shall come, you and the elders of 
Israel, to the king of Egypt; and you shall say to him, 'YHVH God of the Hebrews has 
met with us; and now, please, let us go three days' journey into the wilderness, that 
we may sacrifice to YHVH our God.'  



 
Who appeared to Moses? Who met with them? YHVH God.  

YHVH said to 
Moses 

Exodus 23:20-24 – "Behold, I send an Angel before you to keep you in the way and to 
bring you into the place which I have prepared. 21 Beware of Him and obey His voice; 
do not provoke Him, for He will not pardon your transgressions; for My name is in 
Him. 22 But if you indeed obey His voice and do all that I speak, then I will be an enemy 
to your enemies and an adversary to your adversaries. 23 For My Angel will go before 
you and bring you in to the Amorites and the Hittites and the Perizzites and the 
Canaanites and the Hivites and the Jebusites; and I will cut them off.  
 
Exodus 32:34-35 – Now therefore, go, lead the people to the place of which I have 
spoken to you. Behold, My Angel shall go before you. Nevertheless, in the day when I 
visit for punishment, I will visit punishment upon them for their sin." 35 So YHVH 
plagued the people because of what they did with the calf which Aaron made.  
 
Exodus 33:1 – Then YHVH said to Moses, "Depart and go up from here, you and the 
people whom you have brought out of the land of Egypt, to the land of which I swore 
to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, saying, 'To your descendants I will give it.' 2 And I will 
send My Angel before you, and I will drive out the Canaanite and the Amorite and the 
Hittite and the Perizzite and the Hivite and the Jebusite. 3 Go up to a land flowing with 
milk and honey; for I will not go up in your midst, lest I consume you on the way, for 
you are a stiff-necked people."  
 
Would YHVH’s name be in any other angel? 

Moses to the 
king of Edom 

Numbers 20:14-17 – Now Moses sent messengers from Kadesh to the king of Edom. 
"Thus says your brother Israel: 'You know all the hardship that has befallen us, 15 how 
our fathers went down to Egypt, and we dwelt in Egypt a long time, and the Egyptians 
afflicted us and our fathers. 16 When we cried out to YHVH, He heard our voice and 
sent the Angel and brought us up out of Egypt; now here we are in Kadesh, a city on 
the edge of your border. 17 Please let us pass through your country. We will not pass 
through fields or vineyards, nor will we drink water from wells; we will go along the 
King's Highway; we will not turn aside to the right hand or to the left until we have 
passed through your territory.'"  

Balaam Numbers 22:22-35 – Then God's anger was aroused because he (Balaam) went, and 
the Angel of YHVH took His stand in the way as an adversary against him. And he was 
riding on his donkey, and his two servants were with him. 23 Now the donkey saw the 
Angel of YHVH standing in the way with His drawn sword in His hand, and the donkey 
turned aside out of the way and went into the field. So Balaam struck the donkey to 
turn her back onto the road. 24 Then the Angel of YHVH stood in a narrow path 
between the vineyards, with a wall on this side and a wall on that side. 25 And when 
the donkey saw the Angel of YHVH, she pushed herself against the wall and crushed 
Balaam's foot against the wall; so he struck her again. 26 Then the Angel of YHVH 
went further, and stood in a narrow place where there was no way to turn either to 
the right hand or to the left. 27 And when the donkey saw the Angel of YHVH, she lay 
down under Balaam; so Balaam's anger was aroused, and he struck the donkey with 
his staff. 28 Then YHVH opened the mouth of the donkey, and she said to Balaam, 
"What have I done to you, that you have struck me these three times?"  



29 And Balaam said to the donkey, "Because you have abused me. I wish there were a 
sword in my hand, for now I would kill you!"  
30 So the donkey said to Balaam, "Am I not your donkey on which you have ridden, ever 
since I became yours, to this day? Was I ever disposed to do this to you?" 
And he said, "No." 31 Then YHVH opened Balaam's eyes, and he saw the Angel of 
YHVH standing in the way with His drawn sword in His hand; and he bowed his head 
and fell flat on his face. 32 And the Angel of YHVH said to him, "Why have you struck 
your donkey these three times? Behold, I have come out to stand against you, 
because your way is perverse before Me. 33 The donkey saw Me and turned aside 
from Me these three times. If she had not turned aside from Me, surely I would also 
have killed you by now, and let her live." 34 And Balaam said to the Angel of YHVH, "I 
have sinned, for I did not know You stood in the way against me. Now therefore, if it 
displeases You, I will turn back." 35 Then the Angel of YHVH said to Balaam, "Go with 
the men, but only the word that I speak to you, that you shall speak." So Balaam 
went with the princes of Balak.  
 
The only context that clues us into the identity of the Angel of YHVH is when He tells 
Balaam “I have come out to stand against you, because your way is perverse before 
Me.”  Balaam’s way was perverse before YHVH. 

Joshua Judges 2:1-6 – Then the Angel of YHVH came up from Gilgal to Bochim, and said: "I 
led you up from Egypt and brought you to the land of which I swore to your fathers; 
and I said, 'I will never break My covenant with you. 2 And you shall make no 
covenant with the inhabitants of this land; you shall tear down their altars.' But you 
have not obeyed My voice. Why have you done this? 3 Therefore I also said, 'I will not 
drive them out before you; but they shall be thorns in your side, and their gods shall be 
a snare to you.'" 4 So it was, when the Angel of YHVH spoke these words to all the 
children of Israel, that the people lifted up their voices and wept. 5 Then they called 
the name of that place Bochim; and they sacrificed there to YHVH. 6 And when Joshua 
had dismissed the people, the children of Israel went each to his own inheritance to 
possess the land.  
 
Whose covenant and whose voice were the Angel of YHVH referring to? YHVH’s. 
 
Joshua 5:13-15 – And it came to pass, when Joshua was by Jericho, that he lifted his 
eyes and looked, and behold, a Man stood opposite him with His sword drawn in His 
hand. And Joshua went to Him and said to Him, "Are You for us or for our 
adversaries?" 14 So He said, "No, but as Commander of the army of YHVH I have now 
come." And Joshua fell on his face to the earth and worshiped, and said to Him, 

"What does my Lord ( אֲדֹנ י) say to His servant?"  15 Then the Commander of YHVH's 

army said to Joshua, "Take your sandal off your foot, for the place where you stand is 
holy." And Joshua did so.  
 
This phrase is a hint that connects the Commander with the event of Moses speaking 
with God. However, Adoniy is singular. Did the Masoretes make a mistake? Did Joshua 
know who this Commander was? 
 
Ordinary angels are not to be worshiped. 



Gideon Judges 6:11-24 – Now the Angel of YHVH came and sat under the terebinth tree 
which was in Ophrah, which belonged to Joash the Abiezrite, while his son Gideon 
threshed wheat in the winepress, in order to hide it from the Midianites. 12 And the 
Angel of YHVH appeared to him, and said to him, "YHVH is with you, you mighty 
man of valor!" 13 Gideon said to Him, "O my lord (אֲדֹנ י), if YHVH is with us, why then 

has all this happened to us? And where are all His miracles which our fathers told us 
about, saying, 'Did not YHVH bring us up from Egypt?' But now YHVH has forsaken us 
and delivered us into the hands of the Midianites." 14 Then YHVH turned to him and 
said, "Go in this might of yours, and you shall save Israel from the hand of the 

Midianites. Have I not sent you?" 15 So he said to Him, "O my Lord (אֲדֹנ י), how can I 

save Israel? Indeed my clan is the weakest in Manasseh, and I am the least in my 
father's house." 16 And YHVH said to him, "Surely I will be with you, and you shall 
defeat the Midianites as one man." 17 Then he said to Him, "If now I have found favor 
in Your sight, then show me a sign that it is You who talk with me. 18 Do not depart 
from here, I pray, until I come to You and bring out my offering and set it before 
You." And He said, "I will wait until you come back." 19 So Gideon went in and prepared 
a young goat, and unleavened bread from an ephah of flour. The meat he put in a 
basket, and he put the broth in a pot; and he brought them out to Him under the 
terebinth tree and presented them.  20 The Angel of God said to him, "Take the meat 
and the unleavened bread and lay them on this rock, and pour out the broth." And he 
did so. 21 Then the Angel of YHVH put out the end of the staff that was in His hand, 
and touched the meat and the unleavened bread; and fire rose out of the rock and 
consumed the meat and the unleavened bread. And the Angel of YHVH departed out 
of his sight. 22 Now Gideon perceived that He was the Angel of YHVH. So Gideon 
said, "Alas, O Lord God! For I have seen the Angel of YHVH face to face." 23 Then 
YHVH said to him, "Peace be with you; do not fear, you shall not die." 24 So Gideon 
built an altar there to YHVH, and called it YHVH-Is-Peace. To this day it is still in 
Ophrah of the Abiezrites.  
 
Gideon wanted proof to know that he was talking with YHVH. One cannot look on 
YHVH and live, but if one looks on the visible extension of YHVH, he can live. 

Samson’s 
Parents 

Judges 13:2-14:1 – Now there was a certain man from Zorah, of the family of the 
Danites, whose name was Manoah; and his wife was barren and had no children. 3 
And the Angel of YHVH appeared to the woman and said to her, "Indeed now, you are 
barren and have borne no children, but you shall conceive and bear a son. 4 Now 
therefore, please be careful not to drink wine or similar drink, and not to eat anything 
unclean. 5 For behold, you shall conceive and bear a son. And no razor shall come upon 
his head, for the child shall be a Nazirite to God from the womb; and he shall begin to 
deliver Israel out of the hand of the Philistines."  
6 So the woman came and told her husband, saying, "A Man of God came to me, and 
His countenance was like the countenance of the Angel of God, very awesome; but I 
did not ask Him where He was from, and He did not tell me His name. 7 And He said to 
me, 'Behold, you shall conceive and bear a son. Now drink no wine or similar drink, nor 
eat anything unclean, for the child shall be a Nazirite to God from the womb to the day 
of his death.'"  
8 Then Manoah prayed to YHVH, and said, "O my Lord, please let the Man of God 
whom You sent come to us again and teach us what we shall do for the child who will 
be born."  



9 And God listened to the voice of Manoah, and the Angel of God came to the woman 
again as she was sitting in the field; but Manoah her husband was not with her. 10 
Then the woman ran in haste and told her husband, and said to him, "Look, the Man 
who came to me the other day has just now appeared to me!"  
11 So Manoah arose and followed his wife. When he came to the Man, he said to Him, 
"Are You the Man who spoke to this woman?" 
And He said, "I am."  
12 Manoah said, "Now let Your words come to pass! What will be the boy's rule of life, 
and his work?"  
13 So the Angel of YHVH said to Manoah, "Of all that I said to the woman let her be 
careful. 14 She may not eat anything that comes from the vine, nor may she drink wine 
or similar drink, nor eat anything unclean. All that I commanded her let her observe."  
15 Then Manoah said to the Angel of YHVH, "Please let us detain You, and we will 
prepare a young goat for You."  
16 And the Angel of YHVH said to Manoah, "Though you detain Me, I will not eat your 
food. But if you offer a burnt offering, you must offer it to YHVH." (For Manoah did 
not know He was the Angel of YHVH.)  
17 Then Manoah said to the Angel of YHVH, "What is Your name, that when Your 
words come to pass we may honor You?"  
18 And the Angel of YHVH said to him, "Why do you ask My name, seeing it is 

wonderful (ִלאי ֶֽ   "?(פ 
19 So Manoah took the young goat with the grain offering, and offered it upon the rock 
to YHVH. And He did a wondrous thing while Manoah and his wife looked on —  20 it 
happened as the flame went up toward heaven from the altar — the Angel of YHVH 
ascended in the flame of the altar! When Manoah and his wife saw this, they fell on 
their faces to the ground. 21 When the Angel of YHVH appeared no more to Manoah 
and his wife, then Manoah knew that He was the Angel of YHVH.  
22 And Manoah said to his wife, "We shall surely die, because we have seen God!"  
23 But his wife said to him, "If YHVH had desired to kill us, He would not have accepted 
a burnt offering and a grain offering from our hands, nor would He have shown us all 
these things, nor would He have told us such things as these at this time." 24 So the 
woman bore a son and called his name Samson; and the child grew, and YHVH blessed 
him. 25 And the Spirit of YHVH began to move upon him at Mahaneh Dan between 
Zorah and Eshtaol.  
 
God is using the Angel of YHVH – His visible extension that looks like a man – to 
communicate with His people. Those that saw Him did not die. 

David after 
taking 
unauthorized 
census 

2 Samuel 24:10-17 – And David's heart condemned him after he had numbered the 
people. So David said to YHVH, "I have sinned greatly in what I have done; but now, I 
pray, O Lord, take away the iniquity of Your servant, for I have done very foolishly." 11 
Now when David arose in the morning, the word of YHVH came to the prophet Gad, 
David's seer, saying, 12 "Go and tell David, 'Thus says YHVH: "I offer you three things; 
choose one of them for yourself, that I may do it to you."'" 13 So Gad came to David 
and told him; and he said to him, "Shall seven years of famine come to you in your 
land? Or shall you flee three months before your enemies, while they pursue you? Or 
shall there be three days' plague in your land? Now consider and see what answer I 
should take back to Him who sent me."  



 
14 And David said to Gad, "I am in great distress. Please let us fall into the hand of 
YHVH, for His mercies are great; but do not let me fall into the hand of man."  
 
15 So YHVH sent a plague upon Israel from the morning till the appointed time. From 
Dan to Beersheba seventy thousand men of the people died. 16 And when the angel 
stretched out His hand over Jerusalem to destroy it, YHVH relented from the 
destruction, and said to the angel who was destroying the people, "It is enough; now 
restrain your hand." And the angel of YHVH was by the threshing floor of Araunah the 
Jebusite.  
 
17 Then David spoke to YHVH when he saw the angel who was striking the people, 
and said, "Surely I have sinned, and I have done wickedly; but these sheep, what have 
they done? Let Your hand, I pray, be against me and against my father's house."  
 
1 Chronicles 21:11-22:1 
 So Gad came to David and said to him, "Thus says YHVH: 'Choose for yourself, 12 either 
three years of famine, or three months to be defeated by your foes with the sword of 
your enemies overtaking you, or else for three days the sword of YHVH — the plague in 
the land, with the angel of YHVH destroying throughout all the territory of Israel.' 
Now consider what answer I should take back to Him who sent me."  
13 And David said to Gad, "I am in great distress. Please let me fall into the hand of 
YHVH, for His mercies are very great; but do not let me fall into the hand of man."  
14 So YHVH sent a plague upon Israel, and seventy thousand men of Israel fell. 15 And 
God sent an angel to Jerusalem to destroy it. As he was destroying, YHVH looked and 
relented of the disaster, and said to the angel who was destroying, "It is enough; now 
restrain your hand." And the angel of YHVH stood by the threshing floor of Ornan the 
Jebusite.  
16 Then David lifted his eyes and saw the angel of YHVH standing between earth and 
heaven, having in his hand a drawn sword stretched out over Jerusalem. So David and 
the elders, clothed in sackcloth, fell on their faces. 17 And David said to God, "Was it 
not I who commanded the people to be numbered? I am the one who has sinned and 
done evil indeed; but these sheep, what have they done? Let Your hand, I pray, O Lord 
my God, be against me and my father's house, but not against Your people that they 
should be plagued."  
18 Therefore, the angel of YHVH commanded Gad to say to David that David should go 
and erect an altar to YHVH on the threshing floor of Ornan the Jebusite. 19 So David 
went up at the word of Gad, which he had spoken in the name of YHVH. 20 Now Ornan 
turned and saw the angel; and his four sons who were with him hid themselves, but 
Ornan continued threshing wheat. 21 So David came to Ornan, and Ornan looked and 
saw David. And he went out from the threshing floor, and bowed before David with his 
face to the ground. 22 Then David said to Ornan,  "Grant me the place of this threshing 
floor, that I may build an altar on it to YHVH. You shall grant it to me at the full price, 
that the plague may be withdrawn from the people."  
23 But Ornan said to David, "Take it to yourself, and let my lord the king do what is 
good in his eyes. Look, I also give you the oxen for burnt offerings, the threshing 
implements for wood, and the wheat for the grain offering; I give it all."  



24 Then King David said to Ornan, "No, but I will surely buy it for the full price, for I will 
not take what is yours for YHVH, nor offer burnt offerings with that which costs me 
nothing." 25 So David gave Ornan six hundred shekels of gold by weight for the place. 26 
And David built there an altar to YHVH, and offered burnt offerings and peace 
offerings, and called on YHVH; and He answered him from heaven by fire on the altar 
of burnt offering.  
27 So YHVH commanded the angel, and he returned his sword to its sheath.  
28 At that time, when David saw that YHVH had answered him on the threshing floor of 
Ornan the Jebusite, he sacrificed there. 29 For the tabernacle of YHVH and the altar of 
the burnt offering, which Moses had made in the wilderness, were at that time at the 
high place in Gibeon. 30 But David could not go before it to inquire of God, for he was 
afraid of the sword of the angel of YHVH.  
 
This would appear to be an ordinary destroying angel. 

Elijah flees 
from Jezebel 

1 Kings 19:4-10 
But he himself went a day's journey into the wilderness, and came and sat down under 
a broom tree. And he prayed that he might die, and said, "It is enough! Now, Lord, 
take my life, for I am no better than my fathers!"  
 
5 Then as he lay and slept under a broom tree, suddenly an angel touched him, and 
said to him, "Arise and eat." 6 Then he looked, and there by his head was a cake baked 
on coals, and a jar of water. So he ate and drank, and lay down again. 7 And the angel 
of YHVH came back the second time, and touched him, and said, "Arise and eat, 
because the journey is too great for you." 8 So he arose, and ate and drank; and he 
went in the strength of that food forty days and forty nights as far as Horeb, the 
mountain of God.   
 
This would appear to be an ordinary ministering angel. 
 
9 And there he went into a cave, and spent the night in that place; and behold, the 
word of YHVH came to him, and He said to him, "What are you doing here, Elijah?"  
 
10 So he said, "I have been very zealous for YHVH God of hosts; for the children of 
Israel have forsaken Your covenant, torn down Your altars, and killed Your prophets 
with the sword. I alone am left; and they seek to take my life."  

Elijah and 
Azariah 

2 Kings 1:2-4 – Now Ahaziah fell through the lattice of his upper room in Samaria, and 
was injured; so he sent messengers and said to them, "Go, inquire of Baal-Zebub, the 
god of Ekron, whether I shall recover from this injury." 3 But the angel of YHVH said to 
Elijah the Tishbite, "Arise, go up to meet the messengers of the king of Samaria, and 
say to them, 'Is it because there is no God in Israel that you are going to inquire of 
Baal-Zebub, the god of Ekron?' 4 Now therefore, thus says YHVH: 'You shall not come 
down from the bed to which you have gone up, but you shall surely die.'" So Elijah 
departed. 
 
2 Kings 1:13-17 – Again, he sent a third captain of fifty with his fifty men. And the third 
captain of fifty went up, and came and fell on his knees before Elijah, and pleaded with 
him, and said to him: "Man of God, please let my life and the life of these fifty servants 
of yours be precious in your sight. 14 Look, fire has come down from heaven and 



burned up the first two captains of fifties with their fifties. But let my life now be 
precious in your sight." 15 And the angel of YHVH said to Elijah, "Go down with him; do 
not be afraid of him." So he arose and went down with him to the king. 16 Then he said 
to him, "Thus says YHVH: 'Because you have sent messengers to inquire of Baal-
Zebub, the god of Ekron, is it because there is no God in Israel to inquire of His word? 
Therefore you shall not come down from the bed to which you have gone up, but you 
shall surely die.'" 17 So Ahaziah died according to the word of YHVH which Elijah had 
spoken. 
 
This would appear to be an ordinary angel; he is imparting a message with, “thus says 
YHVH.” 

Sennacherib 2 Kings 19:35-36 – And it came to pass on a certain night that the angel of YHVH went 
out, and killed in the camp of the Assyrians one hundred and eighty-five thousand; and 
when people arose early in the morning, there were the corpses — all dead. 36 So 
Sennacherib king of Assyria departed and went away, returned home, and remained 
at Nineveh.  
 
Isaiah 37:36-38 – Then the angel of YHVH went out, and killed in the camp of the 
Assyrians one hundred and eighty-five thousand; and when people arose early in the 
morning, there were the corpses — all dead. 37 So Sennacherib king of Assyria 
departed and went away, returned home, and remained at Nineveh. 
 
This would appear to be an ordinary destroying angel.  

Psalm 34 -35 Psalms 34:4-22 
I sought YHVH, and He heard me, And delivered me from all my fears. 5 They looked to 
Him and were radiant, And their faces were not ashamed. 6 This poor man cried out, 
and YHVH heard him, And saved him out of all his troubles. 7 The angel of YHVH 
encamps all around those who fear Him, And delivers them. 8 Oh, taste and see that 
YHVH is good; Blessed is the man who trusts in Him! 9 Oh, fear YHVH, you His saints! 
There is no want to those who fear Him. 10 The young lions lack and suffer hunger; But 
those who seek YHVH shall not lack any good thing. 11 Come, you children, listen to 
me; I will teach you the fear of YHVH. 12 Who is the man who desires life, And loves 
many days, that he may see good? 13 Keep your tongue from evil, And your lips from 
speaking deceit. 14 Depart from evil and do good; Seek peace and pursue it. 15 The eyes 
of YHVH are on the righteous, And His ears are open to their cry. 16 The face of YHVH 
is against those who do evil, To cut off the remembrance of them from the earth. 17 
The righteous cry out, and YHVH hears, And delivers them out of all their troubles. 18 
YHVH is near to those who have a broken heart, And saves such as have a contrite 
spirit. 19 Many are the afflictions of the righteous, But YHVH delivers him out of them 
all. 20 He guards all his bones; Not one of them is broken. 21 Evil shall slay the wicked, 
And those who hate the righteous shall be condemned. 22 YHVH redeems the soul of 
His servants, And none of those who trust in Him shall be condemned.  
 
The Angel of YHVH, the often-times visible extension of YHVH, surrounds those who 
fear Him to protect them. We are not fearing an ordinary angel, we are fearing YHVH 
God. 
 



Psalms 35:1-10 – Plead my cause, O Lord, with those who strive with me; Fight against 
those who fight against me. 2 Take hold of shield and buckler, And stand up for my 
help. 3 Also draw out the spear, And stop those who pursue me. Say to my soul, "I am 
your salvation."  
4 Let those be put to shame and brought to dishonor Who seek after my life; Let those 
be turned back and brought to confusion Who plot my hurt. 5 Let them be like chaff 
before the wind, And let the angel of YHVH chase them. 6 Let their way be dark and 
slippery, And let the angel of YHVH pursue them. 7 For without cause they have hidden 
their net for me in a pit, Which they have dug without cause for my life. 8 Let 
destruction come upon him unexpectedly, And let his net that he has hidden catch 
himself; Into that very destruction let him fall. 9 And my soul shall be joyful in YHVH; It 
shall rejoice in His salvation. 10 All my bones shall say, "YHVH, who is like You, 
Delivering the poor from him who is too strong for him, Yes, the poor and the needy 
from him who plunders him?" 
 
This could be a request for an ordinary destroying angel, but I tend to lean toward the 
Angel of YHVH because he describes YHVH as a deliverer. 

Hosea Hosea 11:12 – "Ephraim has encircled Me with lies, And the house of Israel with deceit; 
But Judah still walks with God, Even with the Holy One who is faithful.  
 
Hosea 12:1-5 – "Ephraim feeds on the wind, And pursues the east wind; He daily 
increases lies and desolation. Also they make a covenant with the Assyrians, And oil is 
carried to Egypt. 2 "YHVH also brings a charge against Judah, And will punish Jacob 
according to his ways; According to his deeds He will recompense him. 3 He took his 
brother by the heel in the womb, And in his strength he struggled with God.  

4 Yes, he struggled with the Angel and prevailed; He wept, and sought favor 
from Him. He found Him in Bethel, And there He spoke to us —  

5 That is, YHVH God of hosts. YHVH is His memorable name. 6 So you, by the help of 
your God, return; Observe mercy and justice, And wait on your God continually.  
 
Again, here, the Angel that struggled with Jacob is specifically equated with God and 
YHVH God of hosts, not a representative of God. 

Zechariah Zechariah 1:7-17 – On the twenty-fourth day of the eleventh month, which is the 
month Shebat, in the second year of Darius, the word of YHVH came to Zechariah the 
son of Berechiah, the son of Iddo the prophet: 8 I saw by night, and behold, a man 
riding on a red horse, and it stood among the myrtle trees in the hollow; and behind 

him were horses: red, sorrel, and white. 9 Then I said, "My lord (אֲדֹנ י), what are 
these?" So the angel who talked with me said to me, "I will show you what they are."  
10 And the man who stood among the myrtle trees answered and said, "These are the 
ones whom YHVH has sent to walk to and fro throughout the earth."  
11 So they answered the Angel of YHVH, who stood among the myrtle trees, and said, 
"We have walked to and fro throughout the earth, and behold, all the earth is resting 
quietly."  
 
12 Then the Angel of YHVH answered and said, "O Lord of hosts, how long will You not 
have mercy on Jerusalem and on the cities of Judah, against which You were angry 
these seventy years?"  



13 And YHVH answered the angel who talked to me, with good and comforting words. 
14 So the angel who spoke with me said to me, "Proclaim, saying, 'Thus says YHVH of 
hosts: "I am zealous for Jerusalem And for Zion with great zeal. 15 I am exceedingly 
angry with the nations at ease; For I was a little angry, And they helped — but with 
evil intent." 16 'Therefore thus says YHVH: "I am returning to Jerusalem with mercy; 
My house shall be built in it," says YHVH of hosts, "And a surveyor's line shall be 
stretched out over Jerusalem."' 17 "Again proclaim, saying, 'Thus says YHVH of hosts: 
"My cities shall again spread out through prosperity; YHVH will again comfort Zion, 
And will again choose Jerusalem." 
 
This angel is an ordinary angel for two reasons. One is because YHVH of hosts is 
equated with the Angel of YHVH that struggled with Jacob in Hosea 12:3-5, and 
second is because the angel says, “Thus says YHVH of hosts.” He is speaking for God. 
Notice that we see a hierarchy of sorts with one angel reporting to YHVH of hosts. 
 
Zechariah 2:1-6 – Then I raised my eyes and looked, and behold, a man with a 
measuring line in his hand. 2 So I said, "Where are you going?" 
 
And he said to me, "To measure Jerusalem, to see what is its width and what is its 
length."  
 
3 And there was the angel who talked with me, going out; and another angel was 
coming out to meet him, 4 who said to him, "Run, speak to this young man, saying: 
'Jerusalem shall be inhabited as towns without walls, because of the multitude of men 
and livestock in it. 5 For I,' says YHVH, 'will be a wall of fire all around her, and I will 
be the glory in her midst.' 
 
Now we have multiple angels, the first would be the ordinary angel, and the other 
angel, who gives instructions to the first, appears to be YHVH who is speaking. 
 
Zechariah 3 – Then he showed me Joshua the high priest standing before the Angel of 
YHVH, and Satan standing at his right hand to oppose him. 2 And YHVH said to Satan, 
"YHVH rebuke you, Satan! YHVH who has chosen Jerusalem rebuke you! Is this not a 
brand plucked from the fire?" 3 Now Joshua was clothed with filthy garments, and was 
standing before the Angel. 4 Then He answered and spoke to those who stood before 
Him, saying, "Take away the filthy garments from him." And to him He said, "See, I 
have removed your iniquity from you, and I will clothe you with rich robes."  
 
Joshua appears to be standing before the Angel of YHVH, other angels, and Satan. 
 
5 And I (Zechariah) said, "Let them put a clean turban on his head." So they put a clean 
turban on his head, and they put the clothes on him. And the Angel of YHVH stood by.  
 
The question is – which one? Perhaps the ordinary one who falls in line with what 
follows. 
 
6 Then the Angel of YHVH admonished Joshua, saying, 7 "Thus says YHVH of hosts: 



'If you will walk in My ways, And if you will keep My command, Then you shall also 
judge My house, And likewise have charge of My courts; I will give you places to walk 
Among these who stand here. 8 'Hear, O Joshua, the high priest, You and your 
companions who sit before you, For they are a wondrous sign; For behold, I am 
bringing forth My Servant the BRANCH.  
 
This is further quoting by the ordinary angel. 
 
9 For behold, the stone That I have laid before Joshua: Upon the stone are seven eyes. 
Behold, I will engrave its inscription, 'Says YHVH of hosts, 'And I will remove the 
iniquity of that land in one day. 10 In that day,' says YHVH of hosts, 'Everyone will 
invite his neighbor Under his vine and under his fig tree.'"  
 
Zechariah 4:1-5:1 
Now the angel who talked with me came back and wakened me, as a man who is 
wakened out of his sleep. 2 And he said to me, "What do you see?" 
So I said, "I am looking, and there is a lampstand of solid gold with a bowl on top of it, 
and on the stand seven lamps with seven pipes to the seven lamps. 3 Two olive trees 
are by it, one at the right of the bowl and the other at its left." 4 So I answered and 

spoke to the angel who talked with me, saying, "What are these, my lord ( אֲדֹנ י)?" 

 
This is the ordinary angel.  
  
5 Then the angel who talked with me answered and said to me, "Do you not know 
what these are?" And I said, "No, my lord ( אֲדֹנ י)." 6 So he answered and said to me: 

"This is the word of YHVH to Zerubbabel: 'Not by might nor by power, but by My 
Spirit, 'Says YHVH of hosts. 7 'Who are you, O great mountain? Before Zerubbabel you 
shall become a plain! And he shall bring forth the capstone With shouts of "Grace, 
grace to it!"'" 
 
 8 Moreover the word of YHVH came to me, saying: 9 "The hands of Zerubbabel Have 
laid the foundation of this temple; His hands shall also finish it. Then you will know 
That YHVH of hosts has sent Me to you. 10 For who has despised the day of small 
things? For these seven rejoice to see The plumb line in the hand of Zerubbabel. They 
are the eyes of YHVH, Which scan to and fro throughout the whole earth." 11 Then I 
answered and said to him, "What are these two olive trees — at the right of the 
lampstand and at its left?" 12 And I further answered and said to him, "What are these 
two olive branches that drip into the receptacles of the two gold pipes from which the 
golden oil drains?" 13 Then he answered me and said, "Do you not know what these 

are?" And I said, "No, my lord (אֲדֹנ י)." 14 So he said, "These are the two anointed ones, 

who stand beside YHVH of the whole earth."  
 
I hope you have noticed that we have a major problem; Bible translators have 
sometimes capitalized the word angel, so that we are led to believe something about 
the identity of the angel that may not be accurate. 
 



Zechariah 5:1-4 – Then I turned and raised my eyes, and saw there a flying scroll. 2 
And he said to me, "What do you see?" So I answered, "I see a flying scroll. Its length is 
twenty cubits and its width ten cubits." 3 Then he said to me, "This is the curse that 
goes out over the face of the whole earth: 'Every thief shall be expelled,' according to 
this side of the scroll; and, 'Every perjurer shall be expelled,' according to that side of 
it." 4 "I will send out the curse," says YHVH of hosts; "It shall enter the house of the 
thief And the house of the one who swears falsely by My name. It shall remain in the 
midst of his house And consume it, with its timber and stones." 
 
The angel is speaking in a manner of, “Thus says YHVH.”  
 
Zechariah 6:1-8 – Then I turned and raised my eyes and looked, and behold, four 
chariots were coming from between two mountains, and the mountains were 
mountains of bronze. 2 With the first chariot were red horses, with the second chariot 
black horses, 3 with the third chariot white horses, and with the fourth chariot dappled 
horses — strong steeds.  4 Then I answered and said to the angel who talked with me, 
"What are these, my lord (אֲדֹנ י)?"  

 
5 And the angel answered and said to me, "These are four spirits of heaven, who go 
out from their station before YHVH of all the earth. 6 The one with the black horses is 
going to the north country, the white are going after them, and the dappled are going 
toward the south country." 7 Then the strong steeds went out, eager to go, that they 
might walk to and fro throughout the earth.  
 
And He said, "Go, walk to and fro throughout the earth." So they walked to and fro 
throughout the earth. 8 And He called to me, and spoke to me, saying, "See, those who 

go toward the north country have given rest to My Spirit ( י ת־רּוִחֶ֖  in the north (א 

country." 
 
Now, this is confusing. Who was really speaking – an ordinary angel or YHVH? Is there 
an error here? We are conditioned to believe God is speaking because “My” is 
capitalized, yet Adoniy is in the singular instead of being in the plural – Adonai. When 
it is in the plural, it often refers to God. Have the Masoretes made a mistake with their 
vowel points or was it the Bible translators? 
 
Zechariah 12:8-9 – In that day YHVH will defend the inhabitants of Jerusalem; the one 
who is feeble among them in that day shall be like David, and the house of David shall 
be like God, like the Angel of YHVH before them. 9 It shall be in that day that I will 
seek to destroy all the nations that come against Jerusalem.  
 

• There are multiple angels/messengers in the Tanakh; depending on the context, they are 
often referred to in English simply as “an angel” or “the angel.” 

• In a variety of passages, the angel is identified with God directly or indirectly, which is not true 
of angels in the Apostolic writings. In these passages, the angel of YHVH is sometimes the 
visible image or extension of the unseen God who appears in the form of a man. 



• Sometimes context does not always help us to accurately determine who an angel really is. 
Bible translators occasionally muddy the passages by capitalizing the word “Angel” when it 
may not be necessarily correct. 

• At least once, it is stated that YHVH’s name is in the angel. 

• Often, a single angel gave instructions to God’s people, without saying, “Thus says YHVH,” 
although there were a few instances where the angel did say this.  

• The Angel of YHVH frequently equated Himself with God or YHVH. Therefore, The Angel of 
YHVH did not represent God in the same manner as Moses represented God.  

• Moses, when speaking for YHVH, usually told Pharaoh, “Thus says YHVH...” This is what YHVH 
instructed him to do. We would expect angels to do the same, but that is not always the case.  

• As I have said, Moses made it clear that he was God’s spokesperson, and God said Moses 
would be “as God” to Pharaoh. Those in the Ancient Near East would have understood that 
they were to take Moses’ words as if God Himself were speaking to them. Moses never 
equated himself with God like the Angel of YHVH did. 

• There were times when a passage would say something in English which is odd to us – such as 
“God said, You shall serve God.” (Exodus 3:12) In English, we would have said, “serve Me.” 
Therefore, if the Angel of YHVH says something similar about God, he could still be referring 
to Himself. We cannot be sure, and we must use caution when interpreting the passages. 

• It is best to accept a literal interpretation of the text whenever the Angel of YHVH is equated 
with God based on the context of the passage or whenever the text specifically states He is 
God. In these instances, we should understand that in these particular passages, the Angel of 
YHVH is the visible image and/or extension of the unseen God who is the Father. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


