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Hosea 

Outline of Hosea: 

Wayward wife – return (1:1-3:5). 

• The signs of Hosea’s family (1:1-2:1 [H 1:1-2:3]) 

• Charges against YHVH’s people (2:2-13 [H 2:4-15]) 

• Covenants (2:16-25). 

• Redemption (3:1-5). 

Spiritual harlotry/idolatry condemned; repent (4:1-6:11). 

• Hear the warning of YHVH (4:1-5:7). 

• Confession is needed (5:8-6:11). 

Israel has not returned (7:1-12). 

Spiritual harlotry/idolatry condemned; repent (7:13-10:15). 

• Distress and destruction (7:13-8:14). 

• Punishment for harlotry (9:1-17). 

• Fallow ground (10:1-15). 

Wayward son – return (11:1-14:10). 

• Like a child (11:1-11). 

• An east wind of destruction (11:12-13:16 [H 12:1-14:1]). 

• Backsliding will be healed (14:2-10). 

The Signs of Hosea’s Family 

 Hosea 1:1-2:1 (H 1:1-2:3) Comments 

P Hosea 1:1-3a 
The word of the LORD that came to Hosea the son of Beeri, 
in the days of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of 
Judah, and in the days of Jeroboam the son of Joash, king 
of Israel. 
 
 2 When the LORD began to speak by Hosea, the LORD 
said to Hosea: "Go, take yourself a wife of harlotry And 
children of harlotry, For the land has committed great 
harlotry By departing from the LORD." 
 3 So he went and took Gomer the daughter of Diblaim 
 

Hosea’s ministry took place 
in the 8th century BCE. 
 
Hosea was commanded to 
take a wife and children of 

harlotry (זָנוּן, zanun) as a 

sign to the people of their 
relationship with God. 

A Hosea 1:3b-7 
and she conceived and 
bore him a son. 
 4 Then the LORD said to 
him: "Call his name 
Jezreel, For in a little 
while I will avenge the 

Hosea 1:11-2:1 (H 2:2-3) 
11 Then the children of Judah 
and the children of Israel 
Shall be gathered together, 
And appoint for themselves 
one head; And they shall 
come up out of the land, For 

Hosea’s family is a picture 
of YHVH’s family. Like 
Isaiah’s children, Hosea’s 
wife and children are signs 
to Israel. 
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bloodshed of Jezreel on 
the house of Jehu, And 
bring an end to the 
kingdom of the house of 
Israel. 
 5 It shall come to pass in 
that day That I will break the 
bow of Israel in the Valley of 
Jezreel." 
 6 And she conceived again 
and bore a daughter. Then 
God said to him: "Call her 
name Lo-Ruhamah, For I 
will no longer have mercy 
on the house of Israel, 
But I will utterly take them 
away. 
 7 Yet I will have mercy on 
the house of Judah, Will 
save them by the LORD 
their God, And will not save 
them by bow, Nor by sword 
or battle, By horses or 
horsemen."  
 

great will be the day of 
Jezreel!  
 
2:1 Say to your brethren, `My 
people,' And to your sisters, 
`Mercy is shown.'  
 

 
 

Hosea (  ;Deliverer – (הֹש ֵׁעַ

he is a picture of Messiah 

Gomer (גֹּמֶר) – 
Completion; she is a 
picture of Israel; she is 
supposed to complete 
Messiah like a wife 
completes a man. 

Jezreel ( יִזְְרעֵׁאל) – God 

will sow; Hosea’s first son. 
Jehu was responsible for 
avenging the blood of the 
prophets by exterminating 
Ahab’s whole house, 
including Jezebel and all of 
Ahab’s supporters. (2 Kings 
9-10) 
The Valley of Jezreel was a 
strategic valley of 
economic importance. It 
was a second capital for 
Israel, as well as a place of 
battle. 
YHVH is going to avenge 
the blood shed by YHVH’s 
people – this is likely tied 
to the worship of Molech in 
which children are passed 
through the fire. 
Basically, Hosea is 
prophesying that there will 
be a great slaughter for 
Israel as punishment for 
what they have been 
doing. 

Lo-Ruhamah ( מָחלֹא ֻרחָ  ) – 

Not pitied, no compassion 
or mercy; Hosea’s first 
daughter. YHVH will have 
no compassion on them 
when He executes His 
judgment. 
 
Up to this time period, 
YHVH has called Hosea’s 
people ‘My people’ and He 
has shown them mercy; 
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however, that is about to 
change. 

B Hosea 1:8-9 
8 Now when she had 
weaned Lo-Ruhamah, she 
conceived and bore a son. 
 9 Then God said: "Call his 
name Lo-Ammi, For you 
are not My people, And I 
will not be your God.  
 
 

Hosea 1:10 (H 1:10-2:1) 
 
10 "Yet the number of the 
children of Israel Shall be as 
the sand of the sea, Which 
cannot be measured or 
numbered. And it shall come 
to pass In the place where it 
was said to them, `You are 
not My people,' There it 
shall be said to them, `You 
are sons of the living God.' 
  

Lo-Ammi ( עַמִּי אלֹ  ) – not 

my people; Gomer’s 
second son. 
 
At first, God says that Lo-
Ammi represents the fact 
that they are not His 
people, and He will not be 
their God. 
 
However, this eventually 
will be reversed so that 
they will be called the sons 
of the living God. 
 
Although Hosea is only 
speaking to Israel, in 
Romans 9:25-26, Paul 
applies (made a midrash 
of) Hosea’s statements to 
believing Gentiles, for not 
all are Israel who is of 
Israel, and YHVH can have 
mercy on whom He 
chooses. 
 

 

Charges Against YHVH’s People 

C Hosea 2:2-13 (H 2:4-15) Comments 

A Hosea 2:2-4 (H 2:4-6) 
2 "Bring charges against 
your mother, bring 
charges; For she is not 
My wife, nor am I her 
Husband! Let her put away 
her harlotries from her sight, 
And her adulteries from 
between her breasts; 
 3 Lest I strip her naked And 
expose her, as in the day 
she was born, And make 
her like a wilderness, And 
set her like a dry land, And 
slay her with thirst. 

Hosea 2:9-13 (H 2:11-15) 
9 "Therefore I will return and 
take away My grain in its time 
And My new wine in its 
season, And will take back 
My wool and My linen, Given 
to cover her nakedness. 
 10 Now I will uncover her 
lewdness in the sight of her 
lovers, And no one shall 
deliver her from My hand. 
11 I will also cause all her 
mirth to cease, Her feast 
days, Her New Moons, Her 
Sabbaths-- All her appointed 
feasts. 

God will punish Israel. 
 
Gomer, like Israel, has gone 
after other lovers (gods) for 
the things she desired. God 
will remove her and make 
it so she can’t find her way 
back to them.  
 
God will cause what 
amuses her to cease.  
She either engaged in 
pagan feasts, new moons, 
Sabbaths, and appointed 
feasts OR she is practicing a 
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4 "I will not have mercy on 
her children, For they are 
the children of harlotry. 
  
 

 12 "And I will destroy her 
vines and her fig trees, Of 
which she has said, `These 
are my wages that my lovers 
have given me.' So I will 
make them a forest, And the 
beasts of the field shall eat 
them. 
 13 I will punish her For the 
days of the Baals to which 
she burned incense. She 
decked herself with her 
earrings and jewelry, And 
went after her lovers; But Me 
she forgot," says the LORD. 
 

syncretistic religion. 
Neither is acceptable. 
 
YHVH will destroy her 
source of wine and fig 
trees, which she got from 
her lovers (gods) as 
payment for her 
harlotry/idolatry. 
God will punish her for her 
idolatry to Baal and general 
harlotry. 
 
She forgot God, but He will 
bring her into the 
wilderness – a place of 
exile where He can get her 
attention and speak 
comfort to her. 
 

B Hosea 2:5 (H 2:7) 
5 For their mother has 
played the harlot; She who 
conceived them has 
behaved shamefully. For 
she said, `I will go after my 
lovers, Who give me my 
bread and my water, My 
wool and my linen, My oil 
and my drink.' 
  
 

Hosea 2:7-8  (H 2:9-10) 
7 She will chase her lovers, 
But not overtake them; Yes, 
she will seek them, but not 
find them. Then she will say, 
`I will go and return to my first 
husband, For then it was 
better for me than now.'  
8 For she did not know That I 
gave her grain, new wine, 
and oil, And multiplied her 
silver and gold-- Which they 
prepared for Baal.  
 

Israel said – 
 
Israel has forgotten who 
her blessings come from. 
She thinks they come from 
their gods instead of YHVH. 
 
She will seek her lovers 
(gods) for more blessings 
but not find them. As a 
result, she is not 
experiencing the perks of 
harlotry/idolatry. She will 
decide to return to her first 
husband because she 
knows her condition is 
better there than it 
currently is. 
 
This is similar to the life of 
the prodigal son. 
 
Because of her 
transgressions, YHVH is 
going to take away her 
blessings and she will 
suffer the curses of the 
law. 
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C Hosea 2:6 (H 2:8) 
6 "Therefore, behold, I will 
hedge up your way with 
thorns, And wall her in, So 
that she cannot find her 
paths. 
 

 YHVH will make it difficult 
for Israel to continue in her 
paths of wickedness. 
 
This is the same thing 
parents often do to keep 
their children from doing 
wrong. 
 

 

 

Covenants 

P Hosea 2:16-25 Comments 

A Hosea 2:14-15 (H2:16-17) 
14 "Therefore, behold, I will 
allure her, Will bring her 
into the wilderness, And 
speak comfort to her. 
 15 I will give her her 
vineyards from there, And 
the Valley of Achor as a 
door of hope; She shall sing 
there, As in the days of her 
youth, As in the day when 
she came up from the 
land of Egypt. 
 

Hosea 2:18-19 (H 2:20-22) 
18 In that day I will make a 
covenant for them With the 
beasts of the field, With the 
birds of the air, And with the 
creeping things of the 
ground. Bow and sword of 
battle I will shatter from the 
earth, To make them lie down 
safely. 
 
 19 "I will betroth you to Me 
forever; Yes, I will betroth 
you to Me In righteousness 
and justice, In 
lovingkindness and mercy; 
20 I will betroth you to Me in 
faithfulness, And you shall 
know the LORD. 
  

Covenants: 

• Made with the mixed 
multitude at Mt Sinai 
when she came out of 
Egypt 

• Made with the beasts of 
the field, birds of the air, 
and creeping things, so 
they can lie down in 
safety 

 
YHVH is going to get Israel 
away from the gods she 
has been pursuing, bring 
her into a land where He 
can comfort her, and 
remind her of who He is as 
the provider of blessings. 
 
Israel will be restored and 
call YHVH ‘my husband’ 

 instead of ‘my (Ishi ,אִיש ִי)

master’ (בַּעְלִי, Baali). 

 
He will give her vineyards 
and a door of hope. She 
will learn to sing there like 
her ancestors did when 
they came out of Egypt. 
 

B Hosea 2:16-17 (H 2:18-19) Hosea 2:21-23 (H 2:23-25) In that day – 
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16 "And it shall be, in that 
day," Says the LORD, 
"That you will call Me `My 
Husband,' And no longer 
call Me `My Master,' 
 17 For I will take from her 
mouth the names of the 
Baals, And they shall be 
remembered by their name 
no more. 
 

21 "It shall come to pass in 
that day That I will answer," 
says the LORD; "I will answer 
the heavens, And they shall 
answer the earth. 
 
 22 The earth shall answer 
With grain, With new wine, 
And with oil; They shall 
answer Jezreel. 
 

23 Then I will sow her for 
Myself in the earth, And I will 
have mercy on her who had 
not obtained mercy; Then I 
will say to those who were not 
My people, `You are My 
people!' And they shall say, 
`You are my God!'" 
 
  

God’s people will call YHVH 
‘My husband.’ 
 
YHVH will betroth Israel to 
Himself in: 

• Righteousness (בְּעֶֶדק, 

b’tzedek)  

• Justice (וּבְמִש ּפָט, u-

v’mishpat) 

• Lovingkindness (וּבְחֶסֶד, 
u-b’chesed) 

• Mercy (ּוְבַרֲחִמים , u-
v’rachamim).  

 
He’s going to take away 
from her the name of the 
Baals, and they won’t 
remember their names 
anymore. 
 
Israel will now be 
betrothed to YHVH in 
faithfulness and shall know 
Him, and YHVH will bring 
forth the blessings of the 
law from the earth. 
 
Israel will be planted in the 
earth. YHVH will have 
mercy on her whereas 
before she had no mercy. 
 
Israel who had for a time 
not been YHVH’s people 
will once again be His 
people, and YHVH will be 
their God. 

 

Redemption 

P Hosea 3:1-5 Comments 

A Hosea 3:1 
Then the LORD said to 
me, "Go again, love a 
woman who is loved by a 
lover and is committing 
adultery, just like the love 
of the LORD for the children 

Hosea 3:3 
3 And I (Hosea) said to her, 
"You shall stay with me many 
days; you shall not play the 
harlot, nor shall you have a 
man-- so, too, will I be toward 
you."  

YHVH commanded Hosea 
to go and love Gomer again 
even though she is with 
another man. 
 
This is like YHVH’s love for 
His people who are 
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of Israel, who look to other 
gods and love the raisin 
cakes of the pagans."  
 

committing 
harlotry/idolatry with other 
gods. 
 
Hosea told Gomer that she 
had to stay with him. She 
was not to commit harlotry 
-- have a man. He would 
not have sexual relations 
with her either. 

B Hosea 3:2 
2 So I bought her for myself 
for fifteen shekels of silver, 
and one and one-half 
homers of barley.  

Hosea 3:4-5 
4 For the children of Israel 
shall abide many days 
without king or prince, without 
sacrifice or sacred pillar, 
without ephod or teraphim. 
 5 Afterward the children of 
Israel shall return and seek 
the LORD their God and 
David their king. They shall 
fear the LORD and His 
goodness in the latter days. 
  

Reconciliation: 

• Redemption 

• Repent/return 

• Seek God 

• Fear God 
 

Hosea had to redeem her 
(buy her back) for an 
unknown reason. There 
may have been a legal 
situation that had arisen 
that required it. This is a 
picture of what YHVH did 
for the mixed multitude 
that came out of Egypt, 
and of what Yeshua did for 
everyone who believes. 
 
The reason for no sexual 
relations was likely to 
represent the fact that the 
children of Israel would not 
have a king or prince, 
sacrifices, sacred pillars, 
ephod, or teraphim 
(household gods) to 
replace YHVH. 
 
Sexual relations are 
somehow thematically 
related to the relationship 
YHVH has with His people. 

 

Hear the Warning of YHVH 

C Hosea 4:1-5:7 Comments 

A Hosea 4:1-8 Hosea 5:1-7 The children of Israel are 
extensively breaking God’s 
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Hear the word of the 
LORD, You children of 
Israel, For the LORD brings 
a charge against the 
inhabitants of the land: 
"There is no truth or 
mercy Or knowledge of 
God in the land. 
 2 By swearing and lying, 
Killing and stealing and 
committing adultery, They 
break all restraint, With 
bloodshed upon 
bloodshed. 
 3 Therefore the land will 
mourn; And everyone who 
dwells there will waste away 
With the beasts of the field 
And the birds of the air; 
Even the fish of the sea will 
be taken away. 
 4 "Now let no man 
contend, or rebuke 
another; For your people 
are like those who 
contend with the priest. 
 5 Therefore you shall 
stumble in the day; The 
prophet also shall stumble 
with you in the night; And I 
will destroy your mother. 
 6 My people are 
destroyed for lack of 
knowledge. Because you 
have rejected knowledge, 
I also will reject you from 
being priest for Me; 
Because you have 
forgotten the law of your 
God, I also will forget 
your children. 
 7 "The more they 
increased, The more they 
sinned against Me; I will 
change their glory into 
shame. 
 8 They eat up the sin of 
My people; They set their 
heart on their iniquity.  

"Hear this, O priests! Take 
heed, O house of Israel! 
Give ear, O house of the 
king!  
 
For yours is the judgment, 
Because you have been a 
snare to Mizpah And a net 
spread on Tabor. 
 2 The revolters are deeply 
involved in slaughter, Though 
I rebuke them all. 
 3 I know Ephraim, And Israel 
is not hidden from Me; For 
now, O Ephraim, you commit 
harlotry; Israel is defiled. 
 4 "They do not direct their 
deeds Toward turning to their 
God, For the spirit of 
harlotry is in their midst, 
And they do not know the 
LORD. 
 5 The pride of Israel testifies 
to his face; Therefore Israel 
and Ephraim stumble in 
their iniquity; Judah also 
stumbles with them. 
 6 "With their flocks and herds 
They shall go to seek the 
LORD, But they will not find 
Him; He has withdrawn 
Himself from them. 
 7 They have dealt 
treacherously with the 
LORD, For they have 
begotten pagan children. 
Now a New Moon shall 
devour them and their 
heritage.  

commandments. As a 
result, the land will mourn. 
Everything in it will waste 
away. 
 
Why do they sin? It is 
because of forgetting 
and/or rejecting the terms 
of the covenant – a lack of 
knowledge. This would 
cause YHVH to forget their 
children. 
 
The priests have not 
helped the situation; they 
have drawn people into 
harlotry/idolatry like a 
snare. Harlotry abounds 
and Israel is full of pride. 
 
Ephraim is not alone in all 
of this. Judah commits the 
same transgressions. 
 
Their children are pagan as 
a result of them not being 
raised to live in covenant 
with YHVH. 
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B Hosea 4:9-14 
9 And it shall be: like 
people, like priest. So I will 
punish them for their ways, 
And reward them for their 
deeds. 
 10 For they shall eat, but 
not have enough; They 
shall commit harlotry, but 
not increase; Because 
they have ceased obeying 
the LORD. 
 11 "Harlotry, wine, and 
new wine enslave the 
heart. 
 
 12 My people ask counsel 
from their wooden idols, 
And their staff informs them. 
For the spirit of harlotry has 
caused them to stray, And 
they have played the harlot 
against their God. 
 13 They offer sacrifices on 
the mountaintops, And burn 
incense on the hills, Under 
oaks, poplars, and 
terebinths, Because their 
shade is good. Therefore 
your daughters commit 
harlotry, And your brides 

commit adultery (תְּנָאֲפְנָה, 
t’naaphna). 
 14 "I will not punish your 
daughters when they 

commit harlotry ( תִזְנֶינָה, 

tizneyna), Nor your brides 
when they commit 
adultery; For the men 
themselves go apart with 

harlots ( ֹּנֹות  ,(hazzonot ,הַז

And offer sacrifices with a 

ritual harlot ( ש ֹות -ha ,הַקְּדֵׁ

kedeshot). Therefore 
people who do not 
understand will be trampled.  
 

Hosea 4:16-19 
16 "For Israel is stubborn Like 
a stubborn calf; Now the 
LORD will let them forage 
Like a lamb in open country. 
 17 "Ephraim is joined to idols, 
Let him alone. 
 18 Their drink is rebellion, 
They commit harlotry 
continually. Her rulers dearly 
love dishonor 1>. 
 
 19 The wind has wrapped her 
up in its wings, And they shall 
be ashamed because of their 
sacrifices. 
 
  

As a result of their 
rebellion and 
harlotry/idolatry, God will 
bring the curses of the law. 
 
They will eventually 
become ashamed of their 
idolatry/sacrifices. 
 
Note there are two kinds of 
harlots mentioned – 
Hazzonot – regular harlots 
Kedeshot – ritual harlots 
 
Both kinds will be 
punished. 

C Hosea 4:15 
15 "Though you, Israel, play 

the harlot (זֹנֶה, zoneh), Let 

 YHVH was a husband to 
Israel. By going after other 
gods, she was committing 
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not Judah offend. Do not 
come up to Gilgal, Nor go 
up to Beth Aven, Nor swear 
an oath, saying, `As the 
LORD lives'--  

adultery/harlotry, as well 
as idolatry. The two are 
tied together. 

 

Confession Is Needed 

P Hosea 5:8-6:11 Comments 

A Hosea 5:8-11 
8 "Blow the ram's horn in 
Gibeah, The trumpet in 
Ramah! Cry aloud at Beth 
Aven, `Look behind you, O 
Benjamin!' 
 9 Ephraim shall be desolate 
in the day of rebuke; Among 
the tribes of Israel I make 
known what is sure. 
 10 "The princes of Judah 
are like those who remove a 
landmark; I will pour out My 
wrath on them like water. 
 11 Ephraim is oppressed 
and broken in judgment, 
Because he willingly walked 
by human precept. 
  

Hosea 6:4-6 
4 "O Ephraim, what shall I do 
to you? O Judah, what shall I 
do to you? For your 
faithfulness is like a morning 
cloud, And like the early dew 
it goes away. 
 
 5 Therefore I have hewn 
them by the prophets, I have 
slain them by the words of My 
mouth; And your judgments 
are like light that goes forth. 
 
 6 For I desire mercy and 
not sacrifice, And the 
knowledge of God more 
than burnt offerings. 
  

Ephraim and Judah’s 
faithfulness is brief and 
fleeting. 
 
The warning goes out via 
the prophets. 
 
Ephraim will become 
desolate. They walk by 
human precept instead of 
YHVH’s. 
 
The princes of Judah are 
like one who removes a 
neighbor’s landmark; they 
are cursed because those 
who remove a neighbor’s 
landmark are cursed 
(Deuteronomy 27:17). 
 
Although God has 
commanded offerings, He 
prefers mercy and 
knowledge of God more 
than offerings. 

B Hosea 5:12-14 
12 Therefore I will be to 
Ephraim like a moth, And to 
the house of Judah like 
rottenness. 
 13 "When Ephraim saw his 
sickness, And Judah saw 
his wound, Then Ephraim 
went to Assyria And sent to 
King Jareb; Yet he cannot 
cure you, Nor heal you of 
your wound. 
 14 For I will be like a lion to 
Ephraim, And like a young 
lion to the house of Judah. 

Hosea 6:7-10 
7 "But like men they 
transgressed the covenant; 
There they dealt 
treacherously with Me. 
 8 Gilead is a city of evildoers, 
And defiled with blood. 
 9 As bands of robbers lie in 
wait for a man, So the 
company of priests murder on 
the way to Shechem; Surely 
they commit lewdness. 
 10 I have seen a horrible thing 
in the house of Israel: There 

Moths eat holes in clothes, 
and rotten food must be 
thrown out. This is the 
condition of Ephraim and 
Judah. 
 
Instead of seeking YHVH 
for healing, Ephraim sought 
help from Assyria – he 
went to King Jareb. 
 
Ephraim and Judah will not 
escape YHVH. He will tear 
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I, even I, will tear them and 
go away; I will take them 
away, and no one shall 
rescue.  
 

is the harlotry of Ephraim; 
Israel is defiled. 
  

them to pieces for breaking 
the covenant. 
 
Even the priests are 
murderers; like bands of 
robbers. 
 
Israel is defiled because of 
her harlotry/idolatry.  

C Hosea 5:15-6:3 
15 I will return again to My 
place Till they 
acknowledge their 
offense. Then they will 
seek My face; In their 
affliction they will 
earnestly seek Me." 
 
6:1 Come, and let us return 
to the LORD; For He has 
torn, but He will heal us; He 
has stricken, but He will 
bind us up. 
 2 After two days He will 
revive us; On the third 
day He will raise us up, 
That we may live in His 
sight. 
 3 Let us know, Let us 
pursue the knowledge of 
the LORD. His going forth is 
established as the morning; 
He will come to us like the 
rain, Like the latter and 
former rain to the earth. 
  

Hosea 6:11 
11 Also, O Judah, a harvest is 
appointed for you, When I 
return the captives of My 
people. 
 
  

YHVH expects them to 
acknowledge their offense 
(confess their 
transgressions) and seek 
Him. 
 
Hosea pleads for the 
people to return to YHVH 
for healing and new birth 
(resurrection) on the third 
day. 
 
Yeshua’s death, burial, and 
resurrection is a picture of 
what God wanted to do to 
them in 3 days’ time.  
 
This spiritual harvest was 
not only for Ephraim, but it 
is also appointed for Judah. 

 

Israel Has Not Returned to YHVH 

C Hosea 7:1-12 Comments 

A Hosea 7:1-2 
"When I would have healed 
Israel, Then the iniquity of 
Ephraim was uncovered, 
And the wickedness of 
Samaria. For they have 
committed fraud; A thief 
comes in; A band of robbers 
takes spoil outside. 

Hosea 7:10-12 
10 And the pride of Israel 
testifies to his face, But they 
do not return to the LORD 
their God, Nor seek Him for 
all this. 
 11 "Ephraim also is like a silly 
dove, without sense-- They 
call to Egypt, They go to 
Assyria. 

God made a covenant with 
Israel. They are to be 
bound to the terms of that 
that covenant. If they 
don’t, they will suffer the 
curses of the law, so they 
will eventually keep the 
terms of the covenant.  
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 2 They do not consider in 
their hearts That I 
remember all their 
wickedness; Now their 
own deeds have 
surrounded them; They are 
before My face. 
  

 12 Wherever they go, I will 
spread My net on them; I will 
bring them down like birds of 
the air; I will chastise them 
According to what their 
congregation has heard. 
  

Israel’s breaking of the 
covenant is before YHVH. 
They refuse to 
repent/return or seek Him. 
YHVH is going to spread His 
net over them, so they 
can’t get away from 
keeping the terms of their 
covenant. He will chastise 
them in order to get them 
back on track. Some would 
end up dying in their sin for 
failing to keep the 
covenant. 

B Hosea 7:3-9 
3 They make a king glad 
with their wickedness, And 
princes with their lies. 
 4 "They are all adulterers. 
Like an oven heated by a 
baker-- He ceases stirring 
the fire after kneading the 
dough, Until it is leavened. 
 5 In the day of our king 
Princes have made him 
sick, inflamed with wine; He 
stretched out his hand with 
scoffers. 
 6 They prepare their heart 
like an oven, While they lie 
in wait; Their baker sleeps 
all night; In the morning it 
burns like a flaming fire. 
 7 They are all hot, like an 
oven, And have devoured 
their judges; All their kings 
have fallen. None among 
them calls upon Me. 
 8 "Ephraim has mixed 
himself among the peoples; 
Ephraim is a cake unturned. 
 9 Aliens have devoured his 
strength, But he does not 
know it; Yes, gray hairs are 
here and there on him, Yet 
he does not know it. 
  

 Their leaders are pleased 
with Israel’s wickedness.  
 
Everyone is an adulterer. 
They are ready to be baked 
in an oven – like the lake of 
fire. 
 
No one calls upon YHVH. 
 
Ephraim has become mixed 
among the peoples and 
have become just like them 
in their evil ways. 
 
His strength has been 
taken from him by his 
enemies.  
 
He is not aware that his life 
has aged to the point that 
it is coming to an end. 

 

Distress and Destruction 
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C Hosea 7:13-8:14 Comments 

A Hosea 7:13-16 
13 "Woe to them, for they 
have fled from Me! 
Destruction to them, 
Because they have 
transgressed against Me! 
Though I redeemed them, 
Yet they have spoken lies 
against Me. 
 14 They did not cry out to 
Me with their heart When 
they wailed upon their beds. 
"They assemble together 
for grain and new wine, 
They rebel against Me; 
 15 Though I disciplined and 
strengthened their arms, 
Yet they devise evil against 
Me; 
 16 They return, but not to 
the Most High; They are like 
a treacherous bow. Their 
princes shall fall by the 
sword For the cursings of 
their tongue. This shall be 
their derision in the land 
of Egypt. 
 

Hosea 8:11-14 
11 "Because Ephraim has 
made many altars for sin, 
They have become for him 
altars for sinning. 
 12 I have written for him the 
great things of My law, But 
they were considered a 
strange thing. 
 13 For the sacrifices of My 
offerings they sacrifice flesh 
and eat it, But the LORD 
does not accept them.  
 
Now He will remember their 
iniquity and punish their sins. 
They shall return to Egypt. 
 
 14 "For Israel has forgotten 
his Maker, And has built 
temples;  
 
Judah also has multiplied 
fortified cities; But I will send 
fire upon his cities, And it 
shall devour his palaces."  

Israel will return to Egypt, 
and reap destruction for 
her rebellion and 
transgressions of 
harlotry/idolatry. 
 
Israel does not depend on 
YHVH or return fully to 
Him. She considers His 
covenant strange. 
 
Judah’s cities will be 
devoured by fire. 

B Hosea 8:1-3 
"Set the trumpet to your 
mouth! He shall come like 
an eagle against the house 
of the LORD, Because they 
have transgressed My 
covenant And rebelled 
against My law. 
 2 Israel will cry to Me, `My 
God, we know You!' 
 3 Israel has rejected the 
good; The enemy will 
pursue him.  

Hosea 8:7-10 
7 "They sow the wind, And 
reap the whirlwind. The stalk 
has no bud; It shall never 
produce meal. If it should 
produce, Aliens would 
swallow it up. 
 8 Israel is swallowed up; Now 
they are among the Gentiles 
Like a vessel in which is no 
pleasure. 
 9 For they have gone up to 
Assyria, Like a wild donkey 
alone by itself; Ephraim has 
hired lovers. 
 10 Yes, though they have 
hired among the nations, Now 
I will gather them; And they 
shall sorrow a little, 
Because of the burden of 
the king of princes.  

Warn the people.  
 
When destruction comes, 
Israel will claim to know 
God, but they have 
rejected the good. 
 
Israel doesn’t have good 
fruit; she is like the 
Gentiles. 
 
The enemy, the king of 
princes, will pursue Israel 
and be a burden to her. 
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C Hosea 8:4-6 
4 "They set up kings, but not 
by Me; They made princes, 
but I did not acknowledge 
them. 
 
From their silver and gold 
They made idols for 
themselves-- That they 
might be cut off. 
 
 5 Your calf is rejected, O 
Samaria! My anger is 
aroused against them-- 
How long until they attain to 
innocence? 
 6 For from Israel is even 
this: A workman made it, 
and it is not God; But the 
calf of Samaria shall be 
broken to pieces. 
  

 God rejects Israel’s 
sacrifices and gods; He did 
not acknowledge her kings 
and princes either. 
 
Israel has made idols that 
are not God; her calf will be 
broken to pieces. 

 

Punishment for Harlotry 

C Hosea 9:1-17 Comments 

A Hosea 9:1-9 
Do not rejoice, O Israel, 
with joy like other peoples, 
For you have played the 
harlot against your God. 
You have made love for hire 
on every threshing floor. 
 2 The threshing floor and 
the winepress Shall not 
feed them, And the new 
wine shall fail in her. 
 3 They shall not dwell in 
the LORD'S land, But 
Ephraim shall return to 
Egypt, And shall eat 
unclean things in Assyria. 
 4 They shall not offer wine 
offerings to the LORD, Nor 
shall their sacrifices be 
pleasing to Him. It shall be 
like bread of mourners to 
them; All who eat it shall be 
defiled. For their bread shall 

Hosea 9:11-17 
11 As for Ephraim, their glory 
shall fly away like a bird-- No 
birth, no pregnancy, and no 
conception! 
 12 Though they bring up their 
children, Yet I will bereave 
them to the last man. Yes, 
woe to them when I depart 
from them! 
 13 Just as I saw Ephraim like 
Tyre, planted in a pleasant 
place, So Ephraim will bring 
out his children to the 
murderer." 
14 Give them, O LORD-- What 
will You give? Give them a 
miscarrying womb And dry 
breasts! 
 15 "All their wickedness is in 
Gilgal, For there I hated them. 
Because of the evil of their 
deeds I will drive them from 

Harlotry is not anything to 
be joyful about. Israel 
needed to see herself for 
what she was – a 
prostitute. 
 
For this she would suffer 
the curses of the law. She 
would end up dying or in 
Egypt and Assyria – 
wanderers among the 
nations. 
 
There would be no more 
sacrifices to YHVH. The 
people are ritually impure 
like those mourning for the 
dead. 
 
They would be like a 
rebellious son who was put 
out of his father’s house. 
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be for their own life; It shall 
not come into the house of 
the LORD. 
 5 What will you do in the 
appointed day, And in the 
day of the feast of the 
LORD?  
6 For indeed they are 
gone because of 
destruction. Egypt shall 
gather them up; Memphis 
shall bury them. Nettles 
shall possess their 
valuables of silver; Thorns 
shall be in their tents. 
 7 The days of punishment 
have come; The days of 
recompense have come. 
Israel knows! The prophet is 
a fool, The spiritual man is 
insane, Because of the 
greatness of your iniquity 
and great enmity. 
 8 The watchman of 
Ephraim is with my God; 
But the prophet is a fowler's 
snare in all his ways-- 
Enmity in the house of his 
God. 
 9 They are deeply 
corrupted, As in the days 
of Gibeah. He will 
remember their iniquity; 
He will punish their sins. 

My house; I will love them no 
more. All their princes are 
rebellious. 
 16 Ephraim is stricken, Their 
root is dried up; They shall 
bear no fruit. Yes, were 
they to bear children, I 
would kill the darlings of 
their womb." 
 17 My God will cast them 
away, Because they did not 
obey Him; And they shall be 
wanderers among the 
nations. 
 

 
His children would be 
murdered. Perhaps this 
was during the time they 
were being carried away to 
other nations. 
 
Because they were not 
bearing spiritual fruit, the 
fruit of their bodies would 
miscarry, or be cut off and 
cast away. 
 
My question is, would this 
punishment only apply to 
firstfruits of their wombs? 
 
The reference to Gibeah 
likely refers to the lawless 
and wicked behavior, like 
unto Sodom and 
Gomorrah, in Judges 19. 
 
 

B Hosea 9:10 
10 "I found Israel Like 
grapes in the wilderness; I 
saw your fathers As the 
firstfruits on the fig tree in its 
first season.  
 
But they went to Baal Peor, 
And separated themselves 
to that shame; They 
became an abomination like 
the thing they loved. 

 Originally, Israel was like 
grapes in the wilderness 
(something probably rare 
and sweet) or the firstfruits 
of the first season of figs 
(something longed for). 
 
They had set themselves 
apart to Baal Peor. Their 
situation is similar to the 
last major incident that 
wiped out many people 
before the remnant of the 
wilderness wanderings 
entered the Promised Land 
in Numbers 25. 
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Fallow Ground 

C Hosea 10:1-15 Comments 

A Hosea 10:1-4 
Israel empties his vine; He 
brings forth fruit for himself. 
According to the multitude 
of his fruit He has increased 
the altars; According to the 
bounty of his land They 
have embellished his 
sacred pillars. 
 2 Their heart is divided; 
Now they are held guilty. He 
will break down their altars; 
He will ruin their sacred 
pillars. 
 3 For now they say, "We 
have no king, Because we 
did not fear the LORD. And 
as for a king, what would he 
do for us?" 
 4 They have spoken words, 
Swearing falsely in making 
a covenant. Thus judgment 
springs up like hemlock in 
the furrows of the field.  
 

Hosea 10:13-15 
13 You have plowed 
wickedness; You have 
reaped iniquity. You have 
eaten the fruit of lies, 
Because you trusted in your 
own way, In the multitude of 
your mighty men. 
 14 Therefore tumult shall 
arise among your people, 
And all your fortresses shall 
be plundered As Shalman 
plundered Beth Arbel in the 
day of battle-- A mother 
dashed in pieces upon her 
children. 
 15 Thus it shall be done to 
you, O Bethel, Because of 
your great wickedness. At 
dawn the king of Israel Shall 
be cut off utterly.  

Israel’s heart is divided – 
this appears to indicate a 
syncretistic practice of 
religion in which they were 
bringing the fruit of the 
vine to two altars instead 
of only one. 
 
Israel lied when she swore 
to keep covenant with 
YHVH. Therefore, because 
they have been wicked, 
they have reaped iniquity. 
They will experience 
confusion, plundering, and 
death. 

B Hosea 10:5-8 
5 The inhabitants of 
Samaria fear Because of 
the calf of Beth Aven. For 
its people mourn for it, 
And its priests shriek for 
it-- Because its glory has 
departed from it. 
 6 The idol also shall be 
carried to Assyria As a 
present for King Jareb. 
Ephraim shall receive 
shame, And Israel shall be 
ashamed of his own 
counsel. 
 7 As for Samaria, her king 
is cut off Like a twig on the 
water. 
 8 Also the high places of 
Aven, the sin of Israel, Shall 

Hosea 10:11-12 
11 Ephraim is a trained heifer 
That loves to thresh grain; 
But I harnessed her fair neck, 
I will make Ephraim pull a 
plow. Judah shall plow; Jacob 
shall break his clods." 
 12 Sow for yourselves 
righteousness; Reap in 
mercy; Break up your fallow 
ground, For it is time to 
seek the LORD, Till He 
comes and rains 
righteousness on you. 
  

They mourn and shriek for 
a calf-idol that will be 
carried off to Assyria as a 
present for King Jareb. The 
high places of Aven where 
she worshiped will be 
destroyed. Vines and 
thistles and the process of 
time will cover the altars 
due to lack of use. 
 
Ephraim is going to 
undergo change. She, as a 
trained heifer, loved the 
benefit of eating while 
working. That benefit was 
about to be lost as life 
would become as difficult 
as plowing a field without 
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be destroyed. The thorn 
and thistle shall grow on 
their altars; They shall say 
to the mountains, "Cover 
us!" And to the hills, "Fall on 
us!"  
 

the perks of eating while 
doing so. This would cause 
the hardness of their 
hearts – their fallow 
ground -- to be plowed and 
broken, so Israel could be 
righteous once again. 

C Hosea 10:9-10 
9 "O Israel, you have sinned 
from the days of Gibeah; 
There they stood. The battle 
in Gibeah against the 
children of iniquity Did not 
overtake them. 
 
 10 When it is My desire, I 
will chasten them. Peoples 
shall be gathered against 
them When I bind them for 
their two transgressions. 
  

 This is likely a reference to 
when a Levite came 
through Gibeah and spent 
the night. Men wanted to 
harm him (likely sexually). 
Instead, the Levite’s 
concubine was brutally 
raped prior to her death. 
As a result, she was cut up 
and sent to all of the tribes 
who came asking Benjamin 
to hand over the offenders. 
The tribe of Benjamin 
refused, so all the tribes 
came against them at 
Gibeah to wipe them out. 
Judges 19-20.  
 
God will chasten Israel in a 
similar manner. 

 

Like a Child 

P Hosea 11:1-11 Comments 

A Hosea 11:1-4 
"When Israel was a child, I 
loved him, And out of 
Egypt I called My son. 
 2 As they called them, So 
they went from them; They 
sacrificed to the Baals, And 
burned incense to carved 
images. 
 3 "I taught Ephraim to walk, 
Taking them by their arms; 
But they did not know that I 
healed them. 
 4 I drew them with gentle 
cords, With bands of love, 
And I was to them as those 
who take the yoke from 

Hosea 11:8-9 
8 "How can I give you up, 
Ephraim? How can I hand 
you over, Israel? How can I 
make you like Admah? How 
can I set you like Zeboiim? 
My heart churns within Me; 
My sympathy is stirred. 
 9 I will not execute the 
fierceness of My anger; I will 
not again destroy Ephraim. 
For I am God, and not man, 
The Holy One in your midst; 
And I will not come with 
terror. 
 

When Israel was young, he 
was lovable like most 
children. YHVH brought 
Israel out of Egypt to serve 
Him, yet they eventually 
served the Baals with 
sacrifices and incense. 
 
It was YHVH who taught 
them how to walk in His 
ways. They did not 
understand that He healed 
them and drew them to 
Himself with love and 
gentleness. It was YHVH 
who removed the yoke of 
the Egyptians from them. 
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their neck. I stooped and 
fed them.  
 

They forgot that, as well as 
the fact that YHVH fed and 
cared for them in the 
wilderness.  
 
YHVH dearly loved them, 
and surely it was extremely 
difficult to deal with their 
rebellious ways just as it is 
when godly parents deal 
with rebellious children. 
 
He would not totally 
destroy His people. 

B Hosea 11:5-7 
5 "He shall not return to 
the land of Egypt; But the 
Assyrian shall be his 
king, Because they refused 
to repent. 
 6 And the sword shall slash 
in his cities, Devour his 
districts, And consume 
them, Because of their own 
counsels. 
 7 My people are bent on 
backsliding from Me. 
Though they call to the 
Most High, None at all exalt 
Him. 
  

Hosea 11:10-11 
10 "They shall walk after the 
LORD. He will roar like a lion. 
When He roars, Then His 
sons shall come trembling 
from the west; 
 11 They shall come trembling 
like a bird from Egypt, Like a 
dove from the land of Assyria. 
And I will let them dwell in 
their houses," Says the 
LORD.  
 
 

Previously, YHVH said Israel 
would go to Egypt. Here, 
YHVH does not want Israel 
to return to Egypt from 
where He had previously 
redeemed them. 
 
YHVH says He will punish 
them for refusing to 
repent. He says He will do 
that by bringing the 
Assyrian as king over them. 
 
People would die by the 
sword. 
 
They would call to YHVH 
the Most High, but they 
were not exalting Him. 
 
YHVH wants total 
allegiance to Himself. He 
will call to them like a lion, 
and they will come 
trembling to Him. He will 
call them from Egypt and 
Assyria, and allow them to 
dwell in houses. 
 
They are to become like a 
teachable child and into a 
trained adult. 
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An East Wind of Destruction 

C Hosea 11:12-13:16 (H 12:1-14:1) Comments 

A Hosea 11:12-12:1  
(H 12:1-12:2) 
12 "Ephraim has encircled 
Me with lies, And the house 
of Israel with deceit; But 
Judah still walks with God, 
Even with the Holy One 
who is faithful. 
 
12:1 "Ephraim feeds on 
the wind, And pursues the 
east wind; He daily 
increases lies and 
desolation. Also they make 
a covenant with the 
Assyrians, And oil is carried 
to Egypt. 
  
 

Hosea 13:12-14:2  
(H 13:12-14:1) 
12 "The iniquity of Ephraim is 
bound up; His sin is stored 
up. 
 13 The sorrows of a woman in 
childbirth shall come upon 
him. He is an unwise son, For 
he should not stay long where 
children are born. 
 14 "I will ransom them from 
the power of the grave; I will 
redeem them from death. O 
Death, I will be your plagues! 
O Grave, I will be your 
destruction! Pity is hidden 
from My eyes." 
 15 Though he is fruitful 
among his brethren, An 
east wind shall come; The 
wind of the LORD shall 
come up from the 
wilderness. Then his spring 
shall become dry, And his 
fountain shall be dried up. He 
shall plunder the treasury of 
every desirable prize. 
 16 Samaria is held guilty, For 
she has rebelled against her 
God. They shall fall by the 
sword, Their infants shall 
be dashed in pieces, And 
their women with child 
ripped open. 
 
 

An east wind will come – 
 
Ephraim lies and deceives; 
his iniquity and sin is stored 
up. 
 
However, Judah still walks 
with God, even with the 
Holy One who is faithful. 
 
Instead of relying on the 
covenant with YHVH, they 
make a covenant with the 
Assyrians and carries oil to 
Egypt. 
 
His punishment will come 
upon him like labor pains 
upon a pregnant woman 
ready to deliver.  
 
Although he deserves 
death, he will be ransomed 
from death. 
 
Still, YHVH will plunder 
him, and Samaria will fall 
by the sword, including 
infants. 
 
This is what Ammon did to 
the pregnant women in 
Gilead to enlarge their 
territory. See Amos1:13-15 

B Hosea 12:2-8 (H 12:3-9) 
2 "The LORD also brings a 
charge against Judah, 
And will punish Jacob 
according to his ways; 
According to his deeds He 
will recompense him.  
3 He took his brother by the 
heel in the womb, And in his 
strength he struggled with 
God. 

Hosea 13:7-11 
7 "So I will be to them like a 
lion; Like a leopard by the 
road I will lurk; 
 8 I will meet them like a bear 
deprived of her cubs; I will 
tear open their rib cage, And 
there I will devour them like a 
lion. The wild beast shall tear 
them. 

Even though Hosea just 
said that Judah still walks 
with YHVH, he’s bringing a 
charge against Judah. He is 
described as Jacob who 
took his brother’s heel and 
struggled with God. He is 
described as a cunning or 
deceitful Canaanite. He 
sought YHVH’s favor.  
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 4 Yes, he struggled with the 
Angel and prevailed; He 
wept, and sought favor from 
Him. He found Him in 
Bethel, And there He spoke 
to us-- 
 5 That is, the LORD God 
of hosts. The LORD is His 
memorable name. 
 6 So you, by the help of 
your God, return; Observe 
mercy and justice, And wait 
on your God continually. 
 7 "A cunning Canaanite! 
Deceitful scales are in his 
hand; He loves to oppress. 
 
 8 And Ephraim said, 
`Surely I have become rich, 
I have found wealth for 
myself; In all my labors 
They shall find in me no 
iniquity that is sin.' 
 
 

 9 "O Israel, you are 
destroyed, But your help is 
from Me. 
 10 I will be your King; 
Where is any other, That he 
may save you in all your 
cities? And your judges to 
whom you said, `Give me a 
king and princes '? 
 11 I gave you a king in My 
anger, And took him away in 
My wrath. 
  

After many years, Jacob, 
with God’s help, returned 
to the land. This is 
prophetic of the future of 
Israel. 
 
The Angel of YHVH at Beth 
El is equated with YHVH 
God of hosts. 
 
So, Hosea is telling Judah to 
return, observe mercy and 
justice, and continually 
wait on God. Don’t be like 
the Canaanites who used 
dishonest scales and 
oppress others. 
 
It would seem that this is 
also the method by which 
Ephraim became rich in his 
labors – and didn’t see 
anything wrong with it. 
 
Israel will be devoured as if 
by a lion, a leopard, or a 
bear. 
 
Even so, Israel’s help is 
from YHVH of hosts. He will 
be their King, not the kings 
that were taken away in 
His wrath. 

C Hosea 12:9-10 (H 12:10-11) 
9 "But I am the LORD your 
God, Ever since the land of 
Egypt; I will again make you 
dwell in tents, As in the 
days of the appointed feast. 
10 I have also spoken by the 
prophets, And have 
multiplied visions; I have 
given symbols through 
the witness of the 
prophets." 
  

Hosea 13:4-6 
4 "Yet I am the LORD your 
God Ever since the land of 
Egypt, And you shall know no 
God but Me; For there is no 
Savior besides Me. 
 5 I knew you in the 
wilderness, In the land of 
great drought. 
 6 When they had pasture, 
they were filled; They were 
filled and their heart was 
exalted; Therefore they forgot 
Me. 
  

YHVH is Israel’s God  
 
Prophecy, like dreams, 
often contains symbols 
that reveal and warn God’s 
plan for His people. 
 
Only YHVH is God; He is the 
only Savior. Somehow, 
when all their needs had 
been satisfied, they forgot 
that important truth. 



HOSEA  BETH MEHAFFEY 

 

D Hosea 12:11-13 (H 12:12-14) 
11 Though Gilead has idols-- 
Surely they are vanity— 
 
Though they sacrifice bulls 
in Gilgal, Indeed their altars 
shall be heaps in the 
furrows of the field. 
  
12 Jacob fled to the country 
of Syria; Israel served for a 
spouse, And for a wife he 
tended sheep. 
 13 By a prophet the LORD 
brought Israel out of 
Egypt, And by a prophet 
he was preserved. 
  
  

Hosea 13:1-3 
When Ephraim spoke, 
trembling, He exalted 
himself in Israel; But when 
he offended through Baal 
worship, he died. 
 
 2 Now they sin more and 
more, And have made for 
themselves molded images, 
Idols of their silver, according 
to their skill; All of it is the 
work of craftsmen. They say 
of them, "Let the men who 
sacrifice kiss the calves!" 
 3 Therefore they shall be 
like the morning cloud And 
like the early dew that 
passes away, Like chaff 
blown off from a threshing 
floor And like smoke from a 
chimney. 
 

Gilead’s idols represent 
vanity.  
 
The altars of idols in Gilgal 
will be destroyed. The gods 
represented by these idols 
are nothing.  
 
Hosea has reverted back to 
what Jacob/Israel did in the 
past. 
 
After wrestling with the 
Angel of YHVH/YHVH of 
hosts at Beth El, he 
continued to Syria, served 
Laban for a wife by tending 
sheep. Moses brought 
Israel out of Egypt and 
preserved Israel. 
 
Ephraim, Joseph and 
Jacob’s son, which can 
refer to the tribe or to the 
northern kingdom, exalted 
himself in Israel, but when 
he worshiped Baal, he died. 
 
Not only are the people 
worshiping Baal, the 
craftsmen are producing 
idols of him and 
encouraging people to kiss 
and cherish him. For this, 
they will be wiped or blown 
away. 

E Hosea 12:14 (H 12:15) 
14 Ephraim provoked Him to 
anger most bitterly; 
Therefore his Lord will leave 
the guilt of his bloodshed 
upon him, And return his 
reproach upon him. 
 

 Ephraim has strongly 
provoked YHVH to anger. 
Instead of removing 
Ephraim’s guilt of 
bloodshed, likely related to 
Molech worship, YHVH will 
leave it on him, as well as 
His disappointment and 
disapproval of Ephraim’s 
iniquities. 
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Backsliding Will Be Healed 

C Hosea 14:2-10 Comments 

A Hosea 14:1-3 (H 14:2-4) 
O Israel, return to the LORD 
your God, For you have 
stumbled because of your 
iniquity; 
 2 Take words with you, And 
return to the LORD. Say to 
Him, "Take away all 
iniquity; Receive us 
graciously, For we will 
offer the sacrifices of our 
lips. 
 3 Assyria shall not save us, 
We will not ride on horses, 
Nor will we say anymore to 
the work of our hands, `You 
are our gods.' For in You 
the fatherless finds mercy." 
  

Hosea 14:8-9 (H 14:9-10) 
8 "Ephraim shall say, `What 
have I to do anymore with 
idols?' I have heard and 
observed him. I am like a 
green cypress tree; Your 
fruit is found in Me." 
 9 Who is wise? Let him 
understand these things. Who 
is prudent? Let him know 
them.  
 
For the ways of the LORD are 
right; The righteous walk in 
them, But transgressors 
stumble in them.  

YHVH wants Israel to stop 
their rebellion and to 
return to the terms of the 
covenant. 
 
Not only that, they were to 
talk to YHVH and ask Him 
to take away their iniquity 
and receive them 
graciously. They were to 
tell Him they would not 
commit harlotry/idolatry 
any more, and that His fruit 
would be found in them. 
This would be the sacrifices 
of our lips. 
 
Everyone must understand, 
the ways of YHVH are right. 
The righteous walk in 
them, but transgressors 
will stumble in them. 

B Hosea 14:4-7 (H 14:5-8) 
4 "I will heal their 
backsliding, I will love them 
freely, For My anger has 
turned away from him. 
 5 I will be like the dew to 
Israel; He shall grow like the 
lily, And lengthen his roots 
like Lebanon. 
 6 His branches shall 
spread; His beauty shall be 
like an olive tree, And his 
fragrance like Lebanon. 
 
 7 Those who dwell under 
his shadow shall return; 
They shall be revived like 
grain, And grow like a vine. 
Their scent shall be like the 
wine of Lebanon.  

 YHVH will respond in love 
to Israel. He will heal her 
backsliding and cause her 
to grow and be beautiful 
and fragrant. 
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