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The New Moon Series ֹש ֶדֶ ח

• The New Moon Series Contains 5 parts:

1. The New Moon’s Significance

2. Historical Practice and Debate of the New Moon

3. Astronomy

4. Calendars Including the Metonic Cycle

5. A Calendar for YHVH’s People
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The New Moon Series ֹש ֶדֶ ח

• The goals of this series are:

• To teach the significance of the new moon.

• To fully educate YHVH’s people who desire to walk in obedience to His 
commandments regarding the new moon’s role in observing the 
feasts of YHVH.

• To introduce and address the debate over conjunction versus new 
crescent moon.
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The New Moon Series ֹש ֶדֶ ח

• The goals of this series are (continued):

• To equip YHVH’s people with the astronomical knowledge necessary 
to evaluate subject matter regarding the new moon and the various 
proposed calendars currently being used by His people.

• To propose a calendar that YHVH’s people worldwide can follow 
without reliance on other assemblies.

• To encourage unity and observance of holy convocations around the 
world.
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Introduction

• Before actually beginning The New Moon Series, I wanted to take 
time to explain how this series came to be and share my heart with 
you.



Introduction

• Frankly, I hate debates. The subject of the new moon and its impact 
on calendrical issues is a hotly debated topic in Hebraic Root circles. 

• Honestly, this would have been my last choice of topics to create a 
presentation for.



Introduction

• I had no real idea how large the subject matter was.  

• As far as calendar issues went, I figured that going with the Hillel II 
calendar was the best option to go with. 

• Since my assembly was following this calendar, all was well in my 
opinion. 
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• Around January 2018, I began to pray regularly that YHVH would give 
me a topic for a breakout session for Sukkot 2018.  
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• Sometime later, our assembly leader sent out an email giving us the 
dates for the feasts for the year. 

• I didn’t examine them too closely at that time; I simply thanked him 
and went about my business.
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• After awhile, I heard a comment that made me think the dates sent 
out were not the same as the Hillel II calendar, so I began to 
investigate and ask our leader what was going on.

• I found that the new dates seemed more inline with what they should 
be, so I was okay with the change.
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• However, it turned out that other assemblies we fellowship with were 
not happy with the change, and they chose not to gather with us.
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• I sent out an email to our assembly leader and suggested he needed 
to put this subject matter to bed once and for all.

• He, of course, did not reply. That had been a long-term goal of his 
that was monumental in scope and difficulty.

• It was then that YHVH seemed to speak to my heart and say, this is 
your topic.
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• I wrestled in prayer with YHVH over this matter, after all, I would 
never choose this topic on my own.

• Still, I sensed that the Father was persistently saying, “Yes, this is your 
topic. Get busy.”
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• Reluctantly, I began, and my assembly leader was thrilled. 

• At first, I thought maybe it wouldn’t be so bad.  

• I had no idea where it would lead; how many hours it would take; 
how many times I’d run into a frustrating problem and have to pray 
for YHVH to reveal something to me; or how long the presentation 
would be in the end.

• I certainly had no idea it would grow into a multi-part series. 
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• When people heard what I was working on, and even now, the 
responses were so similar.

• It’s like the hand goes up, minds are made up, focus is only on one 
aspect of the debate, and not many are willing to become educated 
on the vastness of the topic. 

• I find that very disappointing, and I bet none of them have spent six 
months or more trying to sight the moon either. 
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• God operates through patterns, and He’s shown me on more than 
one occasion that I need to follow His patterns.

• Because of this, I felt God wanted me to see the pattern of the new 
moon’s significance and let it be a guide, when needed, to point me in 
the right direction. 

• This led to the development of Part 1 – The New Moon’s Significance.
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• I was of the opinion that the new moon was when you see the sliver 
of the new crescent moon even though Scripture doesn’t say you 
actually have to. 

• After all, it made sense to me. 

• I had no idea how difficult it really was to sight the sliver, much less 
the complexity of the whole calendar debate. 
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• I found out the Hillel II calendar was based on conjunction, and I 
figured that’s why conjunction folks supported conjunction. 

• I didn’t know why the Hillel II calendar dates did not match NASA 
conjunction dates until later in the process. 
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• Both Hillel II and conjunction people believe that conjunction is the 
birth/molad of the new moon. 

• After just learning a little astronomy and understanding the pattern 
YHVH revealed to me, I discovered that was an error; it’s the death. 

• In addition, the idea that everything has to be done from Israel is not 
necessary considering conjunction takes place at the same instant all 
over the world; the only difference is the time zones.
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• I soon realized that knowledge of astronomy was a major key to the 
puzzle, so I spent a lot of time learning the basics. 

• This led to the development of Part 3 – Astronomy.

• Someone recommended using the planetarium software Sterllarium, 
which proved invaluable to me when examining tons of dates and 
times, as well as constellation information.
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• I discovered that calendrical debates are not recent but ancient in 
nature. 

• I discovered things that I felt would really bother people who have 
already taken sides of the debate or chosen a particular calendar to 
follow.
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• Frankly, there are so many opposing opinions out there. 

• I had to examine them to see if there were any problems with them.

• In my research, I found that many people were focusing on only one 
or just a few important pieces of the whole puzzle.
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• I realized that I, as well as many others, needed to become educated 
in many areas, for YHVH’s people can be destroyed for lack of 
knowledge.
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• I needed to see if conjunction or new crescent was the original 
practice. 

• It seemed we needed to go with ancient practice. This supported my 
original position. 

• The pattern’s significance of the new crescent seemed to further 
support that position. 
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• Because of ancient practice, I learned about how the sun was in Aries 
in Nisan. 

• I discovered that was not the case today because of precession.

• The other Hebrew months are not in their documented positions for 
the same reason, and this is not a problem. We can adjust.

• Still, this was an important key to the puzzle in identifying Nisan.
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• By examining 19 years’ worth of constellation data for our current 
Metonic cycle, I found out the leap years were not always correct 
either. 

• By correcting that, I was able to see where the sun should be in 
regular and leap years, which is very regular. 

• Nailing down Nisan in relation to the equinox was another debated 
issue that had to be addressed.
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• I did gain insight into how the calculated calendar evolved and why it 
was needed. 

• This information is included in Part 2 -- Historical Practice and Debate 
of the New Moon
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• Conjunction people also use a passage from Psalms 81:3 to support 
their position, so I addressed the Greek and Hebrew behind that in 
Part 2 as well. 

• Their emphasis on conjunction as the new moon is really on the 
wrong thing. I think this unnecessarily fuels the debate.
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• Seasons were also important in the pattern that YHVH revealed to 
me, especially spring, which is the Jew’s translation of “aviv.” 

• I had to explore why there was so much emphasis on the aviv barley 
by Karaites; their teachings affect many people in Hebrew Roots, 
which I’m not sure is always a good thing. 

• Scripture led me to see that it was the celestial bodies that were 
more important than the barley, which proved to take care of itself.
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• My assembly leader, who I met with regularly to discuss what I was 
learning, suggested I follow up on calendar issues of Qumran. 

• As a result of that, I eventually ended up comparing and contrasting 
the legitimacy of several kinds of calendars that are used by Torah 
observant people which is covered extensively in Part 4 – Calendars 
Including the Metonic Cycle.
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• I figured if I was going to support sighting the sliver, I had to do it 
myself, and I enlisted others to join me.

• We discovered that sighting a sliver was challenging, but I’ve found 
that people don’t want to hear that it’s easier said than done.
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• In my efforts to sight the sliver, I had had frequent difficulty with 
clouds and/or rain, trouble finding a good location without trees 
blocking my view, timing problems, knowing exactly where to look in 
the sky, etc. 

• I discovered that even people who do astronomy for a hobby rarely 
see a sliver. 
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• By the time I did see a new crescent, too much time had passed, and 
the moon was too old; it was no longer a sliver. 

• I noticed that people are so intent on seeing the sliver that they 
overlook the need to count the days since the last new moon 
sighting; if they do so, they don’t mention it. 

• Failing to count the days and declare a new month even when a sliver 
is not seen can lead to an excessively long month. 
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• Originally, I thought supporters of conjunction were observing the day 
of conjunction as the birth of the new moon. However, practices vary 
as to the time of darkness that they observe. 

• For example, some observe the time when the moon first goes dark –
at the first 0.998% or 0.999% of moon illumination, which is before 
the precise time of conjunction.

• Others observe the actual NASA day/time of conjunction, and 
another group observes the first dawn after conjunction.
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• One person who claims to be a conjunction supporter actually 
observes the day of conjunction as the last day of the month and not 
the first day of the month.

• After I understood what she was doing, my impression was that she 
was just observing an early new waxing moon without sighting it, and 
I was thrilled. 
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• At some point along the way, I heard that Nehemia Gordon had called 
a 28-day month some time prior to my research; I felt this must have 
been embarrassing when he was called out for it. 

• I was seeing more potential for errors with the method of sighting the 
sliver, and I did not want to be caught up in something like that.
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• And while researching astronomy, I discovered the earliest sliver was 
seen within 24 hours of conjunction. 

• This further fueled my developing proposal.
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• Eventually, all of this information was coming together to make the 
method of observing a new crescent moon without sighting it a real 
option. 

• This method is described in great detail in Part 5 -- A Calendar for 
YHVH’s People.
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• I rechecked and found that the pattern YHVH revealed to me 
supported the legitimacy of my proposed method; this gave me great 
peace. 

• In addition, the ability to plan for the feasts far in advance was 
another benefit. 
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• Despite my concern for being just another idea out there in 
cyberspace, I feel that I’ve followed YHVH’s leading to be obedient to 
the task laid before me.
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• I ask that people momentarily set aside their strongly held 
preconceived ideas regarding the new moon and calendrical issues.

• It is very likely that your beliefs will be challenged. 

• Before raising objections, see the whole series first. This is too big of a 
topic to address everything in one short presentation. 

• Review what you need to. Let it all sink in.
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• I now set this whole new moon series before the world to test it, ask 
YHVH if it is correct, and walk as YHVH leads.
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