
 

Mishpatim 

Rulings 

Exodus 21:1-24:18 

As we look at various commands, we will not be looking at thematic connections. Today, Scripture is still 

in two columns with my comments and questions and some from our assembly. 

Case (Causuistic) Laws 

Kindness 

Exodus 21:2-11 
 
2 "If you buy a Hebrew 
servant, he shall serve six 
years; and in the seventh he 
shall go out free and pay 
nothing. 
 3 "If he comes in by himself, 
he shall go out (יֵצֵא) by 

himself; if he comes in 
married, then his wife shall 
go out (וְיָצְאָה) with him. 

 
 4 "If his master has given him 
a wife, and she has borne him 
sons or daughters, the wife 
and her children shall be her 
master's, and he shall go out 
 .by himself (יֵצֵא)

 
 5 "But if the servant plainly 
says,`I love my master, my 
wife, and my children; I will 
not go out free,' 
 6 "then his master shall bring 
him to the judges ( אֱלֹהִים). 

He shall also bring him to the 
door, or to the doorpost, and 
his master shall pierce his ear 
with an awl; and he shall 
serve him forever. 
 
 7 "And if a man sells his 
daughter to be a female slave 
 she shall not go out ,(לְאָמָה)

Exodus 22:21-27 [22:20-26] 
 
21 "You shall neither 
mistreat a stranger nor 
oppress him, for you were 
strangers in the land of 
Egypt. 
 22 "You shall not afflict any 
widow or fatherless child. 
 23 "If you afflict them in any 
way, and they cry at all to 
Me, I will surely hear their 
cry; 
 24 "and My wrath will 
become hot, and I will kill 
you with the sword; your 
wives shall be widows, and 
your children fatherless. 
 
 25 "If you lend money to any 
of My people who are poor 
among you, you shall not be 
like a moneylender to him; 
you shall not charge him 
interest. 
 26 "If you ever take your 
neighbor's garment as a 
pledge, you shall return it to 
him before the sun goes 
down. 
 27 "For that is his only 
covering, it is his garment 
for his skin. What will he 
sleep in? And it will be that 
when he cries to Me, I will 

These slaves or servants (sg. eved; עֶבֶד) 

are indentured servants that are working 
off a debt. This is not the kind of slavery 
that took place in America. 
 
Does this maximum 6 year service cycle 
coincide with the years ending in the 
shmittah?  Deuteronomy 15:1 indicates 
it does. 
 
It was common practice in the ancient 
Near East for masters to “breed” slaves 
by giving the male slaves wives.i 
 
Here we see that the poor, orphans, and 
widows are precious in the Father’s 
eyes.  God expects His people to take 
care of them.  
 
Is there an application of Yeshua’s 
parable of the men who worked in the 
field all day long, with others working 
less than a full day, but got paid the 
same? 
 
This passage on slaves is difficult for us 
to accept because of various factors.  
We don’t have indentured servants.  We 
don’t use these criteria to marry and 
leave our spouse. 
 
In verse 4, is the wife the master’s 
daughter or another bondservant? 
 
No matter what, the married woman is 



as the male slaves ( הָעֲבִָדים) 

do. 
 
 8 "If she does not please her 
master, who has betrothed 
 her to himself, then (יְעָָדה  )

he shall let her be redeemed. 
He shall have no right to sell 
her to a foreign people ( לְַעם
 since he has dealt ,(נָכְִרי
deceitfully with her. 
 9 "And if he has betrothed 
 her to his son, he (יִיעֶָדנ ָה)

shall deal with her according 
to the custom of daughters. 
 
 10 "If he takes another wife, 
he shall not diminish her 
food, her clothing, and her 
marriage rights (  וְעֹנָתָה). 
 11 "And if he does not do 
these three for her, then she 
shall go out free, without 
paying money. 
  

hear, for I am gracious. 
 

cared for by the master, whether her 
husband stays or leaves. 
 
Is there more than one word for servant 
in Hebrew and Greek in Scripture? Yes. 
H 5650 (עֶבֶד), 5228 ,8334 ,7916 
G 3816 (παῖς), 1401 (δούλους), 1249, 3610, 

1248, 1402, 2324, 4983. 
 

The ones in bold are in our current 
passage. 
 
(The use of δούλους [serves in 
obedience to his master’s will] is not 
seen until 1 Samuel 8:16). It describes 
the same relationship we should have 
with YHVH.) 

Capital offenses 

Exodus 21:12-17 
 
12 "He who strikes a man so 
that he dies shall surely be 
put to death (מֹות יו מָת). 

 13 "However, if he did not lie 
in wait, but God delivered 
him into his hand, then I will 
appoint for you a place where 
he may flee. 
 14 "But if a man acts with 
premeditation against his 
neighbor, to kill him by 
treachery, you shall take him 
from My altar, that he may 
die (לָמו ת). 

 15 "And he who strikes his 
father or his mother shall 
surely be put to death ( מֹות
 .(יו מָת
 16 "He who kidnaps a man 

Exodus 22:18-20 [22:17-19 
 
18 "You shall not permit a 
sorceress to live. 
 19 "Whoever lies with an 
animal shall surely be put to 
death (מֹות יו מָת). 

 
 20 "He who sacrifices to any 
god, except to the LORD 
only, he shall be utterly 
destroyed (יָחֳָרם). 
 
 
These things are considered 
abominations. 

The word for destroy in Exodus 22:20 is, 
charam (חַָרם).  Here it in the hophal. 
Those who sacrifice to other gods are to 
be put under the ban, be devoted to 
destruction, be completely destroyed. 
 
It is a word related to cherem (חֵֶרם) 

which is a cursed or doomed object. 



and sells him, or if he is found 
in his hand, shall surely be 
put to death (מֹות יו מָת). 
 17 "And he who curses his 
father or his mother shall 
surely be put to death ( מֹות
 .(יו מָת
Non-capital offenses 

Exodus 21:18-27 
 
18 "If men contend with each 
other, and one strikes the 
other with a stone or with his 
fist, and he does not die but 
is confined to his bed, 
 19 "if he rises again and walks 
about outside with his staff, 
then he who struck him shall 
be acquitted. He shall only 
pay for the loss of his time, 
and shall provide for him to 
be thoroughly healed. 
 20 "And if a man beats his 
male or female servant with a 
rod, so that he dies under his 
hand, he shall surely be 
punished (נָקֹם יִנ ָקֵם). 
 21 "Notwithstanding, if he 
remains alive a day or two, he 
shall not be punished; for he 
is his property. 
 22 "If men fight, and hurt a 
woman with child, so that she 
gives birth prematurely, yet 
no harm follows, he shall 
surely be punished ( נָקֹם
 accordingly as the (יִנ ָקֵם
woman's husband imposes 
on him; and he shall pay as 
the judges determine. 
 23 "But if any harm follows, 
then you shall give life for 
life, 
 24 "eye for eye, tooth for 
tooth, hand for hand, foot for 
foot, 
 25 "burn for burn, wound for 

Exodus 22:16-17 [22:15-16] 
 
16 "If a man entices a virgin 
who is not betrothed, and 
lies with her, he shall surely 
pay the bride-price for her 
to be his wife. 
 17 "If her father utterly 
refuses to give her to him, 
he shall pay money 
according to the bride-price 
of virgins.  

The measure for measure principle is not 
to be taken literally. It means 
punishment must fit the crime. This is 
more obvious in verses 26-27. 
 
It is supposed to curb revenge and make 
sure everyone is treated equally.  
 
Besides the Torah, there are no other 
ancient Near Eastern legal codes that 
protect slaves from being mistreated by 
their masters.ii 



wound, stripe for stripe. 
 26 "If a man strikes the eye of 
his male or female servant, 
and destroys it, he shall let 
him go free for the sake of his 
eye. 
 27 "And if he knocks out the 
tooth of his male or female 
servant, he shall let him go 
free for the sake of his tooth. 

Death or injury 

Exodus 21:28-32 
 
28 "If an ox gores a man or a 
woman to death, then the ox 
shall surely be stoned, and its 
flesh shall not be eaten; but 
the owner of the ox shall be 
acquitted. 
 29 "But if the ox tended to 
thrust with its horn in times 
past, and it has been made 
known to his owner, and he 
has not kept it confined, so 
that it has killed a man or a 
woman, the ox shall be 
stoned and its owner also 
shall be put to death. 
 30 "If there is imposed on him 
a sum of money, then he 
shall pay to redeem his life, 
whatever is imposed on him. 
 31 "Whether it has gored a 
son or gored a daughter, 
according to this judgment it 
shall be done to him. 
 32 "If the ox gores a male or 
female servant, he shall give 
to their master thirty shekels 
of silver, and the ox shall be 
stoned. 

Exodus 22:10-15 [22:9-14] 
 
10 "If a man delivers to his 
neighbor a donkey, an ox, a 
sheep, or any animal to 
keep, and it dies, is hurt, or 
driven away, no one seeing 
it, 
 11 "then an oath of the 
LORD shall be between 
them both, that he has not 
put his hand into his 
neighbor's goods; and the 
owner of it shall accept that, 
and he shall not make it 
good (וְלֹא יְש ַל ֵם). 

 12 "But if, in fact, it is stolen 
from him, he shall make 
restitution (יְש ַל ֵם) to the 

owner of it. 
 13 "If it is torn to pieces by a 
beast, then he shall bring it 
as evidence, and he shall 
not make good (וְלֹא יְש ַל ֵם) 

what was torn. 
 14 "And if a man borrows 
anything from his neighbor, 
and it becomes injured or 
dies, the owner of it not 
being with it, he shall surely 
make it good (ש ַל ֵם יִש ַל ֵם). 
 15 "If its owner was with it, 
he shall not make it good 

 ,if it was hired ;(לֹא יְש ַל ֵם)

it came for its hire. 

The Near Eastern codes of Eshnunna and 
Hammurabi also deal with an ox that is 
known to be lethal. The animal must be 
killed and the other is either stoned or 
can pay a ransom.iii 

 
Notice in this section and the next that 
making restitution is a very common 
theme. It comes from the Hebrew word 
shalam (ש ָלַם). 
It occurs in several binyanim.  It means 
to be in a covenant of peace, to be at 
peace; be complete or finished, be 
uninjured, safe, restored, make 
compensation.  
 
The entire purpose of making restitution 
is to restore a covenant of peace 
between individuals. 

Loss of property 



Exodus 21:33-36 
 
33 "And if a man opens a pit, 
or if a man digs a pit and does 
not cover it, and an ox or a 
donkey falls in it, 
 34 "the owner of the pit shall 
make it good (יְש ַל ֵם); he shall 

give money to their owner, 
but the dead animal shall be 
his. 
 35 "If one man's ox hurts 
another's, so that it dies, then 
they shall sell the live ox and 
divide the money from it; and 
the dead ox they shall also 
divide. 
 36 "Or if it was known that 
the ox tended to thrust in 
time past, and its owner has 
not kept it confined, he shall 
surely pay (ש ַל ֵם יְש ַל ם) ox 
for ox, and the dead animal 
shall be his own.  

Exodus 22:1-9 [21:37-22:8] 
 
"If a man steals an ox or a 
sheep, and slaughters it or 
sells it, he shall restore 
 five oxen for an ox (יְש ַל ֵם)
and four sheep for a sheep. 
 2 "If the thief is found 
breaking in, and he is struck 
so that he dies, there shall 
be no guilt for his 
bloodshed. 
 3 "If the sun has risen on 
him, there shall be guilt for 
his bloodshed. He should 
make full restitution ( ש ַל ֵם
 ,if he has nothing ;(יְש ַל ם

then he shall be sold for his 
theft. 
 4 "If the theft is certainly 
found alive in his hand, 
whether it is an ox or 
donkey or sheep, he shall 
restore (יְש ַל ֵם) double. 

 5 "If a man causes a field or 
vineyard to be grazed, and 
lets loose his animal, and it 
feeds in another man's field, 
he shall make restitution 
 from the best of his (יְש ַל ֵם)

own field and the best of his 
own vineyard. 
 6 "If fire breaks out and 
catches in thorns, so that 
stacked grain, standing 
grain, or the field is 
consumed, he who kindled 
the fire shall surely make 
restitution (ש ַל ֵם יְש ַל ם). 

 7 "If a man delivers to his 
neighbor money or articles 
to keep, and it is stolen out 
of the man's house, if the 
thief is found, he shall pay 
 .double (יְש ַל ֵם)

 8 "If the thief is not found, 
then the master of the 

The theme of restitution continues. 



house shall be brought to 
the judges to see whether 
he has put his hand into his 
neighbor's goods. 
 9 "For any kind of trespass, 
whether it concerns an ox, a 
donkey, a sheep, or clothing, 
or for any kind of lost thing 
which another claims to be 
his, the cause of both 
parties shall come before 
the judges; and whomever 
the judges condemn shall 
pay (יְש ַל ֵם) double to his 
neighbor. 

 

 

Imperatival (Apodictic) Laws 

Responsibility to God; tribute from crops, herds; no other gods 

Exodus 22:28-30 [22:27-29] 
 
28 "You shall not revile God, 
nor curse a ruler of your 
people. 
 29 "You shall not delay to 
offer the first of your ripe 
produce and your juices. The 
firstborn of your sons you 
shall give to Me. 
 30 "Likewise you shall do with 
your oxen and your sheep. It 
shall be with its mother seven 
days; on the eighth day you 
shall give it to Me.  

Exodus 23:13-19 
 
13 "And in all that I have said 
to you, be circumspect and 
make no mention of the 
name of other gods, nor let 
it be heard from your 
mouth. 
 14 "Three times you shall 
keep a feast to Me in the 
year: 
 15 "You shall keep the Feast 
of Unleavened Bread (you 
shall eat unleavened bread 
seven days, as I commanded 
you, at the time appointed 
in the month of Abib, for in 
it you came out of Egypt; 
none shall appear before 
Me empty); 
 16 "and the Feast of 
Harvest, the firstfruits of 
your labors which you have 
sown in the field; and the 
Feast of Ingathering at the 
end of the year, when you 
have gathered in the fruit of 

We are to give to God what is His. 
 
Unleavened Bread is in the first month 
of spring (the aviv; חֶֹדש  ָהאָבִיב). 

 
The men are to appear 3 times before 
YHVH: 
 
1. Feast of Unleavened Bread ( חַג

 (חַמ ַֹצ ֹות

2. Feast of Harvest ( הַג הַק ָצִיר ב ִכ ו ֵרי
 (מַעֲש ֶיךָ 

3. Feast of Ingathering ( סִףחג הָאָ ) 

 
See also Leviticus 23; Numbers 28:16-29: 
40; Deuteronomy 16:1-17. The names of 
the feasts may vary slightly. 
 
Yeshua’s sacrifice did not take place just 
any time of the year. It took place on 
Passover and His body was buried the 
same day. 



your labors from the field. 
 17 "Three times in the year 
all your males shall appear 
before the Lord GOD1. 
 18 "You shall not offer the 
blood of My sacrifice with 
leavened bread; nor shall 
the fat of My sacrifice 
remain until morning. 
 19 "The first of the firstfruits 
of your land you shall bring 
into the house of the LORD 
your God. You shall not boil 
a young goat in its mother's 
milk. 

What not to eat. 

Exodus 22:31 [22:30] 
 
31 "And you shall be holy men 
to Me: you shall not eat meat 
torn by beasts in the field; 
you shall throw it to the dogs.  

Exodus 23:10-12 
 
10 "Six years you shall sow 
your land and gather in its 
produce, 
 11 "but the seventh year you 
shall let it rest and lie fallow, 
that the poor of your people 
may eat; and what they 
leave, the beasts of the field 
may eat. In like manner you 
shall do with your vineyard 
and your olive grove. 
 12 "Six days you shall do 
your work, and on the 
seventh day you shall rest, 
that your ox and your 
donkey may rest, and the 
son of your female servant 
and the stranger may be 
refreshed.  

What people eat affects their status of 
holiness. 
 
Just like people, the land requires and 
needs a time of rest.  
 
During this time the poor and beast may 
eat what your land produces. 

Justice, especially for the poor 

Exodus 23:1-3 
 
"You shall not circulate a 
false report. Do not put your 
hand with the wicked to be 
an unrighteous witness. 
 2 "You shall not follow a 
crowd to do evil; nor shall 
you testify in a dispute so as 
to turn aside after many to 

Exodus 23:6-9 
 
6 "You shall not pervert the 
judgment of your poor in his 
dispute. 
 7 "Keep yourself far from a 
false matter; do not kill the 
innocent and righteous. For 
I will not justify the wicked. 
 8 "And you shall take no 

False reports and testimony is so 
dangerous. It can: 

 permanently damage someone’s 
reputation 

 cause injustice 

 result in damaged relationships 

 result in loss of position 

 lead to expulsion from our 
communities 



pervert justice. 
 3 "You shall not show 
partiality to a poor man in his 
dispute.  
4 "If you meet your enemy's 
ox or his donkey going astray, 
you shall surely bring it back 
to him again. 5 If you see the 
donkey of one who hates you 
lying under its burden, and 
you would refrain from 
helping it, you shall surely 
help him with it.  
 

bribe, for a bribe blinds the 
discerning and perverts the 
words of the righteous. 
 9 "Also you shall not 
oppress a stranger, for you 
know the heart of a 
stranger, because you were 
strangers in the land of 
Egypt.  

 result in the death (capital 
punishment) of the innocent 

 
We are to help people with their 
overwhelming burdens because we are 
in covenant with him. It is not just about 
helping animals lying under the weight 
of their burdens. 

 

Exodus 24:1-18 

Exodus 24:1 Now He said to Moses, "Come up to the Lord, you and 
Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel, and 
worship from afar.  
 
2 And Moses alone shall come near the Lord, but they shall not 
come near; nor shall the people go up with him."  

All of the these men were to 
come up the mountain, but only 
Moses was to come all the way 
up to YHVH. 

3 So Moses came and told the people all the words of the Lord and 
all the judgments. And all the people answered with one voice and 
said, "All the words which the Lord has said we will do."  
4 And Moses wrote all the words of the Lord. And he rose early in 
the morning, and built an altar at the foot of the mountain, and 
twelve pillars according to the twelve tribes of Israel. 5 Then he sent 
young men of the children of Israel, who offered burnt offerings and 
sacrificed peace offerings of oxen to the Lord. 6 And Moses took 
half the blood and put it in basins, and half the blood he sprinkled 
on the altar.  
 
7 Then he took the Book of the Covenant and read in the hearing of 
the people. And they said, "All that the Lord has said we will do, 
and be obedient." 8 And Moses took the blood, sprinkled it on the 
people, and said, "This is the blood of the covenant which the Lord 
has made with you according to all these words."  

It is here that the people are 
agreeing to the covenant with 
God: 
 

 Marriage: “We do.” 

 Threshold: Blood of the 
covenant was shed at the 
base of the mountain. Burnt 
offerings picture offering 
one’s complete self to YHVH. 
Peace offerings ( ש ֶלָמִים) 

were for peace (ש ָלֹום) in 

relationship. The leaders and 
elders crossed YHVH’s 
threshold. 

 
Note that Moses wrote down 
YHVH’s words. 

9 Then Moses went up, also Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and seventy 
of the elders of Israel, 
10 and they saw the God of Israel. And there was under His feet as 
it were a paved work of sapphire stone, and it was like the very 
heavens in its clarity.  
11 But on the nobles of the children of Israel He did not lay His hand.  

These men ate and drank 
somewhere on the slope of the 
mountain while seeing YHVH 
from a distance. They were close 
enough for a covenant meal and 
could see who the covenant was 



So they saw God, and they ate and drank.  
 
12 Then the Lord said to Moses, "Come up to Me on the mountain 
and be there; and I will give you tablets of stone, and the law and 
commandments which I have written, that you may teach them."  
13 So Moses arose with his assistant Joshua, and Moses went up to 
the mountain of God.  
14 And he said to the elders, "Wait here for us until we come back 
to you. Indeed, Aaron and Hur are with you. If any man has a 
difficulty, let him go to them."  
 
15 Then Moses went up into the mountain, and a cloud covered the 
mountain. 16 Now the glory of the Lord rested on Mount Sinai, and 
the cloud covered it six days. And on the seventh day He called to 
Moses out of the midst of the cloud.  
17 The sight of the glory of the Lord was like a consuming fire on 
the top of the mountain in the eyes of the children of Israel. 
18 So Moses went into the midst of the cloud and went up into the 
mountain. And Moses was on the mountain forty days and forty 
nights. 

being made with.  
 
Afterwards, Moses went further 
up the mountain to join YHVH 
there. 
 
Two appearances of YHVH: 

 With paved work of sapphire 
stone under His feet. 

 Like a consuming fire on the 
top of the mountain. 

 
Now YHVH would write His law 
and commandments on stone 
tablets for the people. 

 

 

Bloodguilt (guilt of shedding innocent blood) is upon the person committing murder. The guilt must be 

removed by capital punishment. If that does not happen, the guilt is on Israel. 

Deuteronomy 19 covers murder and cities of refuge. 

                                                           
i
 The Baker Illustrated Bible Commentary, Edited by Gary M. Burge and Andrew E. Hill, Baker Books, Grand Rapids, 
MI, copyright 2012, p. 73. 
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 Ibid, p. 74. 

iii
 Ibid p. 74. 


