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Ha’azinu – Hear: Deuteronomy 32:1-52 

 
The layout of the book of Deuteronomy is comparable to a standard suzerainty treaty. 

1. Preamble (Deuteronomy 1:1-5) 
2. Historical Prologue (Deuteronomy 1:6-3:29) 
3. Stipulations (Deuteronomy 4:1-26:19) 

a. General Deuteronomy 4:1-11:32  
b. Specific Deuteronomy 12:1-26:19 

4. Sanctions (Blessings &Curses) Deuteronomy 27-28 
5. Summary recapitulation Deuteronomy 29:1-30:20 
6. Continuity and disposition  

a. Deuteronomy 31:1-34:12 continuity. 
 
 
Ha’azinu – Hear 

The Song of Moses 

C Deuteronomy 31:30-32:26 Deuteronomy 32:27-44 Comments 

A 1, 2 Deuteronomy 31:30  
 
30 Then Moses spoke in the 
hearing of all the assembly of Israel 
the words of this song until they 
were ended:  

Deuteronomy 32:44 
 
44 So Moses came with 
Joshua the son of Nun and 
spoke all the words of this 
song in the hearing of the 
people.  

The Song of Moses was 
spoken to the people. 

B 1, 2 Deuteronomy 32:1-6 
 
32 "Give ear, O heavens, and I will 
speak; And hear, O earth, the 
words of my mouth.  
 
2 Let my teaching drop as the rain, 
My speech distill as the dew,  
 
As raindrops on the tender herb, 
And as showers on the grass.  
 
3 For I proclaim the name of the 
Lord: Ascribe greatness to our God.  
 
4 He is the Rock, His work is 
perfect; For all His ways are justice, 
A God of truth and without 
injustice; Righteous and upright is 
He.  
 

Deuteronomy 32:36-43 
 
36 "For the Lord will judge 
His people And have 
compassion on His servants, 
When He sees that their 
power is gone, 
And there is no one 
remaining, bond or free.  
 
37 He will say: 'Where are 
their gods, 
The rock in which they 
sought refuge?  
38 Who ate the fat of their 
sacrifices, 
And drank the wine of their 
drink offering? 
Let them rise and help you, 
And be your refuge.  
 

This song is quite 
poetic in structure. 
 
Moses’ teaching is 
described in gentle 
terms such as the rain, 
dew, raindrops, and 
showers. 
 
YHVH Elohim vs. Other 
Elohim (greatness vs. 
lack of power) 
 
Moses’ description of 
YHVH becomes firmer 
as he describes the 
Rock (YHVH) vs. the 
rock (other inferior 
gods) 
 
YHVH is our refuge and 
strength. 
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5 "They have corrupted 
themselves; They are not His 
children, Because of their blemish: 
A perverse and crooked 
generation.  
 
6 Do you thus deal with the Lord, O 
foolish and unwise people?  
 
Is He not your Father, who bought 
you? Has He not made you and 
established you?  

39 'Now see that I, even I, 
am He, 
And there is no God besides 
Me; 
 
I kill and I make alive; 
I wound and I heal; 
Nor is there any who can 
deliver from My hand.  
 
40 For I raise My hand to 
heaven, 
And say, "As I live forever,  
41 If I whet My glittering 
sword, 
And My hand takes hold on 
judgment, 
I will render vengeance to 
My enemies, 
And repay those who hate 
Me.  
42 I will make My arrows 
drunk with blood, 
And My sword shall devour 
flesh, 
With the blood of the slain 
and the captives, 
From the heads of the 
leaders of the enemy."'  
 
43 "Rejoice, O Gentiles, 
with His people;  
For He will avenge the blood 
of His servants, 
And render vengeance to 
His adversaries; 
He will provide atonement 
for His land and His 
people."  

 
YHVH is the only true 
God. 
 
Righteous Elohim vs. 
Foreign elohim 
 
Jeshurun (straight, 
upright) vs. 
Unrighteous, 
corrupted, perverse, 
crooked people. 
No one will escape 
YHVH’s judgment. 
 
Moses’ words have 
grown in intensity as 
he describes YHVH’s 
vengeance. The power 
of life and death is in 
His hands. 
 
See chart below 
comparing verse 43 of 
NKJ to Dead Sea Scrolls 
and LXE. 
 
 
  

C 1, 2 Deuteronomy 32:7-18 
 
"Remember the days of old, 
Consider the years of many 
generations. Ask your father, and 
he will show you; Your elders, and 
they will tell you:  
 

Deuteronomy 32:27-35 
 
27 Had I not feared the 
wrath of the enemy, Lest 
their adversaries should 
misunderstand, Lest they 
should say, "Our hand is 
high; And it is not the Lord 
who has done all this."'  

Everyone is to 
remember the past and 
learn from it, and know 
the surety of the future 
and live appropriately. 
 
Here we see the 
contrast between: 
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8 When the Most High divided their 
inheritance to the nations, When 
He separated the sons of Adam, He 
set the boundaries of the peoples 
According to the number of the 
children of Israel.  
 
9 For the Lord's portion is His 
people; Jacob is the place of His 
inheritance.  
10 "He found him in a desert land 
And in the wasteland, a howling 
wilderness; He encircled him, He 
instructed him, He kept him as the 
apple of His eye. 11 As an eagle 
stirs up its nest, Hovers over its 
young, Spreading out its wings, 
taking them up, Carrying them on 
its wings, 12 So the Lord alone led 
him, And there was no foreign god 
with him.  
 
13 "He made him ride in the 
heights of the earth, That he might 
eat the produce of the fields;  
He made him draw honey from the 
rock, And oil from the flinty rock; 
14 Curds from the cattle, and milk 
of the flock, With fat of lambs; And 
rams of the breed of Bashan, and 
goats, With the choicest wheat; 
And you drank wine, the blood of 
the grapes. (PHYSCIAL FOOD) 
 

15 "But Jeshurun (יְש ֻׁרוּן ; from 

 yashar; to be straight or  יָש ַׁר
even, upright) grew fat and 
kicked; You grew fat, you grew 
thick, You are obese!  

 
Then he forsook God who made 
him,  
 

And scornfully esteemed the 
Rock of his salvation.  
16 They provoked Him to 
jealousy with foreign gods;  

 
28 "For they are a nation 
void of counsel, Nor is there 
any understanding in them. 
29 Oh, that they were wise, 
that they understood this, 
That they would consider 
their latter end!  
 
30 How could one chase a 
thousand, And two put ten 
thousand to flight, Unless 
their Rock had sold them, 
And the Lord had 
surrendered them? 
 
(PREVIOUSLY, THEY HAD 
BEEN REDEEMED, Exodus 
15:13)  
 
31 For their rock is not like 
our Rock, Even our enemies 
themselves being judges. 
  
32 For their vine is of the 
vine of Sodom And of the 
fields of Gomorrah; 
 Their grapes are grapes of 
gall,  
Their clusters are bitter. 33 
Their wine is the poison of 
serpents, And the cruel 
venom of cobras. 
(SPIRITUAL FOOD) 
 
34 'Is this not laid up in 
store with Me, Sealed up 
among My treasures?  
 
35 Vengeance is Mine, and 
recompense; Their foot shall 
slip in due time; For the day 
of their calamity is at hand, 
And the things to come 
hasten upon them.'  
 

• How YHVH 
redeemed them, 
treated His people 
with care and 
blessed His people. 

• Their idolatry. 

• How they will be 
sold and handed 
them over to their 
enemies. YHVH will 
pour out His 
vengeance upon 
them through the 
hands of other 
nations. 

 
Consider how Yeshua is 
the True Vine, we are 
the branches (John 
15:1). He is nothing like 
the vine of Sodom or 
the fields of Gomorrah. 
 
We are to put new 
wine into new 
wineskins (Matthew 
9:17). If wine is 
teaching, could their 
wine, that is the poison 
of serpents, refer to 
errant teaching? 
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With abominations they 
provoked Him to anger.  
17 They sacrificed to demons,  
not to God,  
To gods they did not know,  
To new gods, new arrivals That 
your fathers did not fear.  

 
18 Of the Rock who begot you,  
you are unmindful,  
And have forgotten  
the God who fathered you.  

D Deuteronomy 32:19-26 
 
19 "And when the Lord saw it, He 
spurned them, Because of the 
provocation of His sons and His 
daughters.  
 
20 And He said: 'I will hide My face 
from them, I will see what their end 
will be, For they are a perverse 
generation, Children in whom is no 
faith. 
 
21 They have provoked Me to 
jealousy by what is not God;  
They have moved Me to anger by 
their foolish idols.  

But I will provoke them to 
jealousy by those who are not a 
nation;  
I will move them to anger by a 
foolish nation.  

 
22 For a fire is kindled in My anger, 
And shall burn to the lowest hell; It 
shall consume the earth with her 
increase,  And set on fire the 
foundations of the mountains.  
23 'I will heap disasters on them; I 
will spend My arrows on them. 24 
They shall be wasted with hunger, 
Devoured by pestilence and bitter 
destruction; I will also send against 
them the teeth of beasts, With the 
poison of serpents of the dust. 25 
The sword shall destroy outside; 

 YHVH Elohim’s wrath 
resulted from the 
provocation of their 
idolatry and their 
faithlessness. 
 
They provoked Him to 
jealousy, but He will 
provoke them to 
jealousy by a foolish 
nation!! 
 
How will He do this?  
Think about it!! 
 
They provoke Him 
through idolatry. He 
will provoke them 
through true worship 
to YHVH by other 
nations!! 
 
YHVH’s anger will be 
poured out to destroy 
many of His people, 
but there is always a 
remnant.   
 
See also Isaiah 10:21-
23, 11:16, 14:22, 28:5, 
37:31-32; Jeremiah 
23:3; Ezekiel 6:8, 14:22; 
Joel 2:32; Micah 2:12; 
Zephaniah 3:13; 
Zechariah 8:12 14:2; 
Romans 9, 11:5. 
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There shall be terror within For the 
young man and virgin, The nursing 
child with the man of gray hairs. 26 
I would have said, "I will dash them 
in pieces, I will make the memory 
of them to cease from among 
men,"  

 

 

Deuteronomy 32:43 

 NKJ: 
 
"Rejoice, O Gentiles (goyim),  
 
 
with His people;  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dead Sea Scroll 4Q44: 
 
Rejoice, you nations heavens,  
 
 
with his people,  
 
and bow down to him, all 
gods,  
 
 
 
 
 
 

LXE: 
 
Rejoice, ye heavens,  
 
 
with him,  
 
and let all the angels of 
God worship him;  
 
<1> rejoice ye Gentiles, 
with his people,  
 
and let all the sons of God 
strengthen themselves in 
him;  
 
 

 For He will avenge the blood 
of His servants (avadav), 
 
 
And render vengeance to His 
adversaries; 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
He will provide atonement 
for His land and His people." 

for he will avenge the blood 
of his servants sons.  
 
 
He will take vengeance on his 
adversaries,  
 
 
 
And avenge those who hate 
him,  
 
 
and will make atonement for 
his land and for his people. 
 

for he will avenge the 
blood of his sons,  
 
 
and he will render 
vengeance, and 
recompense justice to his 
enemies,  
 
and will reward them that 
hate him;  
 
 
and the Lord shall purge 
the land of his people. 

It appears that one textual variant is borrowing ideas from another. 
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The Promised Land 

P Deuteronomy 32:45-47 Deuteronomy 32:48-52  

A 1, 2 Deuteronomy 32:45 
 
45 Moses finished speaking all 
these words to all Israel,  

Deuteronomy 32:48 
 
48 Then the Lord spoke to 
Moses that very same day, 
saying:  

Words of:  

• Moses to Israel 

• YHVH to Moses 

B 1, 2 Deuteronomy 32:46-47 
 
46 and he said to them: "Set your 
hearts on all the words which I 
testify among you today, which 
you shall command your children 
to be careful to observe — all the 
words of this law.  
 
47 For it is not a futile thing for 
you, because it is your life, and by 
this word you shall prolong your 
days in the land which you cross 
over the Jordan to possess."  
 

Deuteronomy 32:49-52 
 
49 "Go up this mountain of 
the Abarim, Mount Nebo, 
which is in the land of 
Moab, across from Jericho; 
view the land of Canaan, 
which I give to the children 
of Israel as a possession; 50 
and die on the mountain 
which you ascend, and be 
gathered to your people, 
just as Aaron your brother 
died on Mount Hor and was 
gathered to his people;  
 
51 because you trespassed 
against Me among the 
children of Israel at the 
waters of Meribah Kadesh, 
in the Wilderness of Zin, 
because you did not hallow 
Me in the midst of the 
children of Israel.  
 
52 Yet you shall see the 
land before you, though 
you shall not go there, into 
the land which I am giving 
to the children of Israel."  

Observance of the 
words of the law 
prolonged the days of 
their lives in the 
Promised Land; it 
brings life. 
 
Moses got to see the 
Promised Land from a 
distance, but neither 
Moses or Aaron got to 
enter the land. He died 
on Mount Nebo in the 
land of Moab, outside 
the Promised Land. 
 
His death resulted from 
trespassing against 
YHVH among the 
children of Israel; his 
trespass eventually 
brought death outside 
the Promised Land. 

Regarding Hebrews 3 and 4: 
 
Despite Moses not being able to enter the Promised Land because of his sin at Meribah, Moses was 
considered faithful (Numbers 12:7). 
 
Many people fell in the wilderness because of their unbelief mixed with rebellion. Some died 
immediately for their rebellion during the 40 years that YHVH’s people wandered in the wilderness. 
While they were alive, they were expected to walk in covenant with YHVH, and they were to keep 
Torah and worship YHVH in the wilderness until they died along the way. 
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A single serious sin kept all but 2 people, Joshua and Caleb, out of the land; that sin was not trusting 
or believing in YHVH to take the land (Numbers 13:32-14:38). 
 
A single serious sin by Moses kept both Moses and Aaron out of the land (Numbers 20:10-13, 23-26). 
We could draw wrong conclusions from this if we aren’t carefully looking for the whole thematic 
pattern. 
 
Many generations later, in Matthew 17:1-13, Moses was seen on a high mountain with Yeshua by 
Yeshua’s disciples (Peter, James, and John).  
 
How do we look at those who finally entered the land?  
 
What is the true thematic pattern in all of this as it relates to the 7th day mentioned in Hebrews 4:1-
13? 
 
This thematic pattern begins at creation and repeats through the book of Revelation.   
 
Certainly, the themes of separation, rest, faithful/believing, and life predominate.   
 
Let’s see the pattern and how it repeats below. 

  

The Sabbath Rest - A Sign Between YHVH and His People 

Elohim Ark The Actual 7th day 
 

1st generation 
Including 

Moses and Aaron 
in the Wilderness 

Creation via separation 
from something. 
 
When YHVH creates, 
He has faith/believes 
that what he says will 
happen, and it does. 

Noah was just and 
walked with God. By 
faith, Noah built the 
ark (Hebrews 11:7). 
 
The righteous and a 
collection of animals 
were separated from 
the unrighteous and 
the remainder of the 
animals. 

7th day set apart as a 
day of rest from the 
other 6 working days of 
the week. 
 
The faithful/believing 
are to keep this day as 
a sign of the covenant 
between them and 
YHVH. 

7th day set apart as a 
sign between YHVH 
and His people who are 
to be holy because He 
is holy. 
 
Twelve spies were 
separated from the 
people and went to 
scout out the Promised 
Land.  
 
Two believed/had 
faith, but the 
remaining 10 caused 
the rest of the people 
to fear, not trust YHVH, 
and refuse to go into 
the Promised Land.  
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YHVH rested on the 7th 
day. 
 
There were 6 days of 
creation separated by 
1 day of rest. 
 
Adam and Eve did not 
remain faithful to 
YHVH by eating from 
the Tree of the 
Knowledge of Good 
and Evil. As a result, 
they were cast out of 
the Garden of Eden, a 
paradise of rest. This 
was a picture of death. 
Physical death came 
later. 
 
YHVH did provide a 
way to restore the 
relationship, but they 
were not permitted to 
go past the flaming 
sword, which turned 
each way, and go back 
into the garden.  
 
A solution to this 
problem comes later. 
 

The wicked were 
separated from Noah’s 
family and die in the 
flood waters. 
 
Noah’s righteous 
family lives in the ark. 
 
The Ark rested on Mt. 
Ararat in the 7th 
month (Gen 8:4). 
 
Noah’s family 
eventually came out to 
live on the earth and 
later died. 

 ש ַׁבָּתֹון ש ַׁבַּׁת־קֶֹדש ׁ
Shabbaton shabbat 
kodesh - a rest 
(intermission) of 
resting what is holy, 
consecrated. 
 
After the Sabbath, 
people return to their 
work.  

The 10 faithless spies 
died, and the 2 faithful 
lived. 
 
After the Sabbath, 
people return to their 
work. 
 
Many did not believe 
in YHVH despite all of 
his signs and wonders 
(Numbers 14:11). 
 
The cycle of work and 
rest ended when they 
rested with their 
fathers. 
 
Despite being 
described as faithful, 
Moses could not enter 
the land, but had to 
rest with his fathers 
because of his sin 
(Numbers 12:7).  
I would call this a case 
of opposition to the 
norm. YHVH had to 
punish Moses, and this 
is what YHVH chose to 
do. 
 
Those who fell in the 
wilderness, who YHVH 
judges as righteous by 
discerning their hearts, 
will live at the 1st 
resurrection. 
 
Psalm 95:9 seems to 
indicate that those who 
were in the wilderness 
and went astray in 
their hearts, and did 
not know YHVH’s ways 
will not enter his rest. I 
suspect there will 
probably not be that 
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many people who fall 
into this category. 
 
The Promised Land is 
His rest, but there is 
another rest 
mentioned in Hebrews 
4. 

Note: Going to/Resting with your fathers is an idiom for death. 
 
Watch the above pattern repeat some more. 

2nd generation 
Including Joshua and 

Caleb in the 
Wilderness 

Babylonian Captives Yeshua 
& His believers 

7th Day 
(7th Millennial) 

Saints Who Are Alive & 
Those From  

1st Resurrection 

The 2nd generation who 
survived the incident at 
Baal of Peor, those 
who remained faithful 
to YHVH, entered 
Promised Land 
(Numbers 25).  
 
After the land was 
divided and subdued, 
they could rest in it.  
 
However, there has 
been cycles of war and 
rest ever since. 
 
The usual cycle of work 
and rest ended when 
they rested with their 
fathers.  
 
Those who fell in the 
wilderness, who YHVH 
judges as righteous by 
discerning their hearts, 
will live at the 1st 
resurrection. 
 

The Babylonian 
captives were 
separated from the 
land of Israel primarily 
for failing to obey 
YHVH’s law (Isaiah 
42:24). 
 
Some rested with their 
fathers in Babylon. 
 
Some had enough faith 
to return to the 
Promised Land under 
Ezra and later rested 
with their fathers. 
 
Those who YHVH 
judges as righteous by 
discerning their hearts 
will live at the 1st 
resurrection. 

Yeshua was crucified 
(separated from the 
living), rested for 3 
days in the grave, was 
raised (separated) 
from the dead, and is 
now alive at the right 
hand of YHVH and 
separated from His 
brothers. 
 
Believers are to 
separate themselves 
from Babylon the Great 
(Revelation 18:4). 
 
Believers rest with 
their fathers after 
death. 
 
 
They dwelled in Israel 
or the diaspora. 
 
Some visit the 
Promised Land. 
 
Those who YHVH 
judges as righteous by 
discerning their hearts 
will live at the 1st 
resurrection. 

The faithful saints and 
even some unfaithful 
enter the 7th Day 
period of rest 
mentioned in Hebrews 
4. 
 
Some unfaithful who 
were alive at Yeshua’s 
coming or who were 
born after that die (rest 
with their fathers).  
 
Those from the 1st 
resurrection and the 
rest of the faithful 
keep the 
commandments and 
do not die. 
 
At the end, all of 
YHVH’s faithful saints 
are in Jerusalem in the 
Promised Land. 
 
They will eventually be 
surrounded by the 
unfaithful of the 
nations (Gog from 
Magog) who have 
joined forces with 
Satan. 
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Those in 2nd 
resurrection will be 
separated and go into 
the lake of fire 
(Revelation 20) – 
Consider how Adam 
and Eve were 
separated from the 
Garden of Eden and 
the flaming sword that 
kept them out (Genesis 
3:24). 
 
This is followed by a 
new beginning with the 
new heaven and earth 
with a new Jerusalem 
(which is another rest 
where righteousness 
dwells).  
Those who do YHVH’s 
commandments will 
have the right to the 
Tree of Life.   
 
See also Isaiah 65:17, 
66:22; 2 Peter 3:13; 
Revelation 21:1. 

With this pattern in mind, let us consider:  
 
Hebrews 4:11-12: 
Let us therefore be diligent to enter that rest, lest anyone fall according to the same example of 
disobedience. 12 For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, 
piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the 
thoughts and intents of the heart.  
 
Hebrews 3:18-19: 
 And to whom did He swear that they would not enter His rest, but to those who did not obey? 19 So 
we see that they could not enter in because of unbelief.  
 
How are we to be diligent to enter that rest? Torah observance coupled with faith/trust. God Himself 
will judge the thoughts and intentions of our hearts and bring us into His rest. 
 
See also: Romans 11:16-32, Hebrews 3:7-19, Revelation 14:12 and Revelation 22:14. 
 
Surely, those who keep YHVH’s commandments and the faith of Yeshua will enter in to YHVH’s final 
rest. 
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