
Shof’tim – Judges 

Deuteronomy 16:18 – 21:9 

 

The layout of the book of Deuteronomy is comparable to a standard suzerainty treaty. 
1. Preamble (Deuteronomy 1:1-5) 
2. Historical Prologue (Deuteronomy 1:6-3:29) 
3. Stipulations (Deuteronomy 4:1-26:19) 

a. General Deuteronomy 4:1-11:32  
b. Specific Deuteronomy 12:1-26:19 

4. Sanctions (Blessings &Curses) Deuteronomy 27-28 
5. Summary recapitulation Deuteronomy 29:1-30:20 
6. Continuity and disposition  

a. Deuteronomy 31:1-34:12 continuity. 
 

The beginning of today’s parashah was covered in our last lesson due to the layout of the previous 

literary structure. In that lesson, the people were commanded to appoint judges and officers in all their 

gates. We learned that we are to worship and bring offerings to YHVH in the place He chose. The 

Tabernacle was set up in Gilgal under Joshua’s leadership once they crossed over into the land.  It was 

later moved to Shiloh. There were other occasions during the time of the judges that YHVH seemed to 

be in other places such as Mizpah. YHVH revealed Himself to Samuel in Shiloh. According to 1 Samuel 

7:15-16, Samuel used to travel in a circuit to Bethel, Gilgal, and Mizpah to judge the people; he always 

returned to his home in Ramah, and he built an altar there to YHVH. Again, I do not know why this was 

done unless this is what YHVH wanted him to do or unless there is something else we are unaware of.  

The ark was eventually, in Jerusalem, Israel after short stay in Nob (1 Samuel 21).  I have noticed that 

offerings were made in Gilgal, Mizpah, and Ramah by Samuel. I’m not sure if the tabernacle was moved 

from time to time or how else offerings in these places were justified.  

The nation, as a whole, was not to plant trees around the temple altar to attract worshippers like the 

pagans did. The death penalty by stoning was imposed upon those who committed idolatry with other 

gods and those who led others away from YHVH to worship other gods. This was to be done in order to 

cause fear so that others would not commit this crime and also to put the evil away from their midst. In 

order for a conviction and the death penalty to be carried out, there was a requirement of 2 or 3 

witnesses.  It was imperative that these witnesses be truthful and not false witnesses. 

In today’s parashah, we will look at one chart that contains commands related to YHVH’s judges, 

prophets, priests, and kings.  

 

Judges, Prophets, Priests, and Kings 

C Deuteronomy 17:8 -18:5 Deuteronomy 18:6-19:21 Comments 

A 
1, 2 

Deuteronomy 17:8-13 
 
8 "If a matter arises which 
is too hard for you to 
judge, between degrees of 

Deuteronomy 19:1-21 
 
19 "When the Lord your God has cut 
off the nations whose land the Lord 
your God is giving you, and you 

Originally, Moses was 
judging cases between 
people after they came 
out of Egypt. That 
burden became 



guilt for bloodshed, 
between one judgment or 
another, or between one 
punishment or another, 
matters of controversy 
within your gates, then 
you shall arise and go up 
to the place which the 
Lord your God chooses. 9 
And you shall come to the 
priests, the Levites, and 
to the judge there in 
those days, and inquire of 
them; they shall 
pronounce upon you the 
sentence of judgment. 10 
You shall do according to 
the sentence which they 
pronounce upon you in 
that place which the Lord 
chooses. And you shall be 
careful to do according to 
all that they order you. 11 
According to the sentence 
of the law in which they 
instruct you, according to 
the judgment which they 
tell you, you shall do; you 
shall not turn aside to the 
right hand or to the left 
from the sentence which 
they pronounce upon you. 
12 Now the man who acts 
presumptuously and will 
not heed the priest who 
stands to minister there 
before the Lord your God, 
or the judge, that man 
shall die. So you shall put 
away the evil from Israel. 
13 And all the people shall 
hear and fear, and no 
longer act 
presumptuously.  

dispossess them and dwell in their 
cities and in their houses, 2 you shall 
separate three cities for yourself in 
the midst of your land which the Lord 
your God is giving you to possess. 3 
You shall prepare roads for yourself, 
and divide into three parts the 
territory of your land which the Lord 
your God is giving you to inherit, that 
any manslayer may flee there.  
4 "And this is the case of the 
manslayer who flees there, that he 
may live: Whoever kills his neighbor 
unintentionally, not having hated him 
in time past —  5 as when a man goes 
to the woods with his neighbor to cut 
timber, and his hand swings a stroke 
with the ax to cut down the tree, and 
the head slips from the handle and 
strikes his neighbor so that he dies — 
he shall flee to one of these cities and 
live; 6 lest the avenger of blood, 
while his anger is hot, pursue the 
manslayer and overtake him, 
because the way is long, and kill him, 
though he was not deserving of 
death, since he had not hated the 
victim in time past.  
 
7 Therefore I command you, saying, 
'You shall separate three cities for 
yourself.'  
8 "Now if the Lord your God enlarges 
your territory, as He swore to your 
fathers, and gives you the land which 
He promised to give to your fathers, 
9 and if you keep all these 
commandments and do them, which 
I command you today, to love the 
Lord your God and to walk always in 
His ways, then you shall add three 
more cities for yourself besides these 
three, 10 lest innocent blood be shed 
in the midst of your land which the 
Lord your God is giving you as an 
inheritance, and thus guilt of 
bloodshed be upon you.  

difficult to bear. He 
took his father-in-law’s 
advice and divided 
judicial matters among 
the elders so that he 
only heard difficult 
cases.  See Exodus 18. 
 
At this point in 
Deuteronomy, Moses 
will die soon. Moses 
tells the people to 
appoint judges for their 
cities/communities 
once they are in the 
land. When someone 
has transgressed the 
covenant by 
committing an 
abomination 
(Deuteronomy 17:1-7) 
or if there is a need for 
judgment, they are to 
go to the priests, 
Levites, and judges to 
inquire of them for 
judgment. A matter 
must be confirmed by 
the testimony of 2 or 3 
witnesses. 
 
Consider: Exodus 
21:28, Lev 20:27, 
22:24, 24:16; Joshua 
7:10-25, Numbers 
15:32-36.  
 
Consider: How much 
transgressing of the 
covenant resulted in 
spiritual death? 
 
Judicial leadership 
 
Appeals: 

• higher – at the cities 
of refuge 



11 "But if anyone hates his neighbor, 
lies in wait for him, rises against him 
and strikes him mortally, so that he 
dies, and he flees to one of these 
cities, 12 then the elders of his city 
shall send and bring him from there, 
and deliver him over to the hand of 
the avenger of blood, that he may 
die. 13 Your eye shall not pity him, 
but you shall put away the guilt of 
innocent blood from Israel, that it 
may go well with you.  
 
14 "You shall not remove your 
neighbor's landmark, which the men 
of old have set, in your inheritance 
which you will inherit in the land that 
the Lord your God is giving you to 
possess.  
 
15 "One witness shall not rise against 
a man concerning any iniquity or any 
sin that he commits; by the mouth of 
two or three witnesses the matter 
shall be established. 16 If a false 
witness rises against any man to 
testify against him of wrongdoing, 
17 then both men in the controversy 
shall stand before the Lord, before 
the priests and the judges who serve 
in those days. 18 And the judges 
shall make careful inquiry, and 
indeed, if the witness is a false 
witness, who has testified falsely 
against his brother, 19 then you shall 
do to him as he thought to have 
done to his brother; so you shall put 
away the evil from among you. 20 
And those who remain shall hear and 
fear, and hereafter they shall not 
again commit such evil among you. 
21 Your eye shall not pity: life shall be 
for life, eye for eye, tooth for tooth, 
hand for hand, foot for foot.  

• highest – in the place 
YHVH will choose. 

 
Review 6 cities of 
refuge in Numbers 35 
(which is in parashah 
Masa’ei). 
 
Purge evil from Israel; 
cause the people to 
fear and obey. 
 
Note that in the time of 
Yeshua, the chief 
priests no longer had 
the authority to impose 
the death penalty. 
They had to go to the 
Romans to have 
Yeshua put to death. 
The false witnesses and 
members of the 
Sanhedrin who were 
against Yeshua were 
worthy of death for 
shedding innocent 
blood. 
 
Remember, verse 21 is 
not referring to literal 
judgment, but 
judgment that is in 
proportion to the 
severity of the crime. 
 

B 
1, 2 

Deuteronomy 17:14-20 
 
14 "When you come to 
the land which the Lord 

Deuteronomy 18:9-22 
 
9 "When you come into the land 
which the Lord your God is giving 

YHVH, their king, knew 
there would be a time 
when they would want 
to be like the other 



your God is giving you, 
and possess it and dwell in 
it, and say, 'I will set a king 
over me like all the 
nations that are around 
me,' 15 you shall surely 
set a king over you whom 
the Lord your God 
chooses; one from among 
your brethren you shall 
set as king over you; you 
may not set a foreigner 
 (ish nochri ; אִישׁ נָכְִרי)
over you, who is not your 
brother. 16 But he shall 
not multiply horses for 
himself, nor cause the 
people to return to Egypt 
to multiply horses, for the 
Lord has said to you, 'You 
shall not return that way 
again.' 17 Neither shall he 
multiply wives for himself, 
lest his heart turn away; 
nor shall he greatly 
multiply silver and gold for 
himself.  
 
18 "Also it shall be, when 
he sits on the throne of his 
kingdom, that he shall 
write for himself a copy of 
this law in a book, from 
the one before the priests, 
the Levites. 19 And it shall 
be with him, and he shall 
read it all the days of his 
life, that he may learn to 
fear the Lord his God and 
be careful to observe all 
the words of this law and 
these statutes, 20 that his 
heart may not be lifted 
above his brethren, that 
he may not turn aside 
from the commandment 
to the right hand or to the 
left, and that he may 

you, you shall not learn to follow the 
abominations of those nations. 10 
There shall not be found among you 
anyone who makes his son or his 
daughter pass through the fire, or 
one who practices witchcraft, or a 
soothsayer, or one who interprets 
omens, or a sorcerer, 11 or one who 
conjures spells, or a medium, or a 
spiritist, or one who calls up the 
dead. 12 For all who do these things 
are an abomination to the Lord, and 
because of these abominations the 
Lord your God drives them out from 
before you. 13 You shall be blameless 
before the Lord your God. 14 For 
these nations which you will 
dispossess listened to soothsayers 
and diviners; but as for you, the Lord 
your God has not appointed such for 
you.  
 
15 "The Lord your God will raise up 
for you a Prophet like me from your 
midst, from your brethren. Him you 
shall hear, 16 according to all you 
desired of the Lord your God in 
Horeb in the day of the assembly, 
saying, 'Let me not hear again the 
voice of the Lord my God, nor let me 
see this great fire anymore, lest I 
die.'  
 
17 "And the Lord said to me: 'What 
they have spoken is good. 18 I will 
raise up for them a Prophet like you 
from among their brethren, and will 
put My words in His mouth, and He 
shall speak to them all that I 
command Him. 19 And it shall be that 
whoever will not hear My words, 
which He speaks in My name, I will 
require it of him.  
 
20 But the prophet who presumes to 
speak a word in My name, which I 
have not commanded him to speak, 
or who speaks in the name of other 

nations and want their 
own king. See 1 Samuel 
8-10. 
 
The king and prophets 
were not to be like 
those of other nations. 
 
Both were to be from 
among their brothers. 
 
Recall the result of King 
Saul consulting the 
dead at En Dor.  
See 1 Samuel 28. 
 
We are to be careful 
when someone claims 
to be a prophet. It is 
better to see those 
operating with the gift 
of prophecy, which is 
to encourage and edify 
the body as opposed to 
predicting the future. 
What they say should 
not be in opposition to 
Scripture. Their words 
are subject to other 
prophets. 
See 1 Corinthians 
14:26-32. 
 
Bear in mind that some 
prophecy from ancient 
times is still expected 
to be fulfilled. 
 
Clearly, prophets and 
leaders, such as the 
kings of Israel, were to  
expected to know 
Scripture well and not 
lead the people into 
idolatry or pagan 
practices. They were to 
be like Moses and 
Yeshua. 



prolong his days in his 
kingdom, he and his 
children in the midst of 
Israel.  

gods, that prophet shall die.' 21 And 
if you say in your heart, 'How shall we 
know the word which the Lord has 
not spoken?' —  22 when a prophet 
speaks in the name of the Lord, if the 
thing does not happen or come to 
pass, that is the thing which the Lord 
has not spoken; the prophet has 
spoken it presumptuously; you shall 
not be afraid of him.  

 
This passage can refer 
to YHVH’s true 
prophets (certainly not 
to false prophets), as 
well as Yeshua who 
was more like Moses 
than any other 
prophet.  
 
Consider the things 
Moses did: shepherded 
the people, signs and 
wonders, fasted 40 
days/nights, Holy Spirit 
rested upon him, 
mediator of the 
covenant (between 
YHVH and the people).  
 
Bear in mind 
Deuteronomy 13:1-5. 

C 
1, 2 

Deuteronomy 18:1-2 
 
18 "The priests, the 
Levites — all the tribe of 
Levi — shall have no part 
nor inheritance with 
Israel; they shall eat the 
offerings of the Lord made 
by fire, and His portion. 2 
Therefore they shall have 
no inheritance among 
their brethren; the Lord is 
their inheritance, as He 
said to them.  

Deuteronomy 18:6-8 
 
6 "So if a Levite comes from any of 
your gates, from where he dwells 
among all Israel, and comes with all 
the desire of his mind to the place 
which the Lord chooses, 7 then he 
may serve in the name of the Lord his 
God as all his brethren the Levites do, 
who stand there before the Lord. 8 
They shall have equal portions to eat, 
besides what comes from the sale of 
his inheritance.  

The tribe of Levi do not 
have an inheritance. 
 
Priestly food came 
from the tithes of the 
people, which was 
shared equally among 
the priestly divisions. 
However, the Levites 
(specifically, the 
context tells us it’s 
referring only to the 
priests of the line of 
Aaron, not other 
Levites) served on a 
weekly schedule (1 
Chronicles 24:7-19). 
During that time, the 
priestly portions of the 
sacrifices went to the 
priests on duty. This 
was not shared with all 
other priests. They 
would get their 
portions of the 



sacrifices during their 
week. 

D Deuteronomy 18:3-5 
 
3 "And this shall be the 
priest's due from the 
people, from those who 
offer a sacrifice, whether 
it is bull or sheep: they 
shall give to the priest the 
shoulder, the cheeks, and 
the stomach. 4 The 
firstfruits of your grain 
and your new wine and 
your oil, and the first of 
the fleece of your sheep, 
you shall give him.  
 
5 For the Lord your God 
has chosen him out of all 
your tribes to stand to 
minister in the name of 
the Lord, him and his sons 
forever.  

 Remember, the priests 
had their portions of 
the sacrifices. 
 
See parashah Vayikra 
in Leviticus 1:1-5:26 
(6:7). 
 
 

 


