
Ki Tetze – When You Go Out 

Deuteronomy 21:10-25:19 

 

The layout of the book of Deuteronomy is comparable to a standard suzerainty treaty. 
1. Preamble (Deuteronomy 1:1-5) 
2. Historical Prologue (Deuteronomy 1:6-3:29) 
3. Stipulations (Deuteronomy 4:1-26:19) 

a. General Deuteronomy 4:1-11:32  
b. Specific Deuteronomy 12:1-26:19 

4. Sanctions (Blessings &Curses) Deuteronomy 27-28 
5. Summary recapitulation Deuteronomy 29:1-30:20 
6. Continuity and disposition  

a. Deuteronomy 31:1-34:12 continuity. 
 

Ki Tetze is continuing the specific stipulations that began in Shof’tim.; therefore, we will begin in 

Deuteronomy 20.  These specific stipulations will be finished in Ki Tavo (When You Come). 

Miscellaneous Laws of Ki Tetze 

Concentric structure (A-E) with a parallel (B, C, D) forming the center. 

A Introduction 
 
Deuteronomy 20:1-20 
 
20:1 "When you go out to battle against your enemies, and see 
horses and chariots and people more numerous than you, do not 
be afraid of them; for the Lord your God is with you, who brought 
you up from the land of Egypt. 2 So it shall be, when you are on 
the verge of battle, that the priest shall approach and speak to 
the people. 3 And he shall say to them, 'Hear, O Israel: Today you 
are on the verge of battle with your enemies. Do not let your 
heart faint, do not be afraid, and do not tremble or be terrified 
because of them; 4 for the Lord your God is He who goes with 
you, to fight for you against your enemies, to save you.'  
5 "Then the officers shall speak to the people, saying: 'What man 
is there who has built a new house and has not dedicated it? Let 
him go and return to his house, lest he die in the battle and 
another man dedicate it. 6 Also what man is there who has 
planted a vineyard and has not eaten of it? Let him go and return 
to his house, lest he die in the battle and another man eat of it. 7 
And what man is there who is betrothed to a woman and has not 
married her? Let him go and return to his house, lest he die in the 
battle and another man marry her.'  
8 "The officers shall speak further to the people, and say, 'What 
man is there who is fearful and fainthearted? Let him go and 
return to his house, lest the heart of his brethren faint like his 

The introduction is a 
discussion on warfare, 
which would be 
necessary in order to 
take and settle the 
Promised Land. 
 
Priests were to remind 
the people that it was 
really YHVH who was 
going with them and 
fighting with them. 
 
The officers would ask 
questions that would 
preclude some people 
from battle. Then, they 
would set captains over 
whoever remained. 
 
With the exception of 
the cities of 6 people 
groups (the Hittite, 
Amorite, Canaanite, 
Perizzite, Hivite and 
Jebusite) who were to 



heart.' 9 And so it shall be, when the officers have finished 
speaking to the people, that they shall make captains of the 
armies to lead the people.  
 
10 "When you go near a city to fight against it, then proclaim an 
offer of peace to it. 11 And it shall be that if they accept your 
offer of peace, and open to you, then all the people who are 
found in it shall be placed under tribute to you, and serve you. 12 
Now if the city will not make peace with you, but war against you, 
then you shall besiege it. 13 And when the Lord your God delivers 
it into your hands, you shall strike every male in it with the edge 
of the sword. 14 But the women, the little ones, the livestock, and 
all that is in the city, all its spoil, you shall plunder for yourself; 
and you shall eat the enemies' plunder which the Lord your God 
gives you. 15 Thus you shall do to all the cities which are very far 
from you, which are not of the cities of these nations.  
16 "But of the cities of these peoples which the Lord your God 
gives you as an inheritance, you shall let nothing that breathes 
remain alive, 17 but you shall utterly destroy them: the Hittite 
and the Amorite and the Canaanite and the Perizzite and the 
Hivite and the Jebusite, just as the Lord your God has 
commanded you, 18 lest they teach you to do according to all 
their abominations which they have done for their gods, and you 
sin against the Lord your God.  
19 "When you besiege a city for a long time, while making war 
against it to take it, you shall not destroy its trees by wielding an 
ax against them; if you can eat of them, do not cut them down to 
use in the siege, for the tree of the field is man's food.  20 Only 
the trees which you know are not trees for food you may destroy 
and cut down, to build siegeworks against the city that makes war 
with you, until it is subdued.  

be utterly destroyed in 
order to avoid taking on 
their idolatrous 
practices, they were to 
offer peace to the cities 
they came against.  

• If peace was accepted, 
the people of the city 
were placed under 
tribute to the 
Israelites.  

• If peace was refused, 
they would make war 
against them, killing 
all of the males with 
the sword. The rest of 
the city, its livestock, 
people, and 
everything in the city 
was plundered. 
 

In the event the siege of 
the city took a long 
time, they were to spare 
the fruit trees for future 
consumption and only 
use non-fruit trees to 
build siegeworks against 
the city until it is 
subdued. To destroy the 
fruit trees would be 
foolish. It takes time for 
them to grow and bear 
fruit; the food would be 
needed in the near 
future. 

B: Deals with kindness to others and civic issues. 

B Deuteronomy 21:1-22:12 
 
21:1 "If anyone is found slain, 
lying in the field in the land 
which the Lord your God is 
giving you to possess, and it is 
not known who killed him, 2 
then your elders and your 
judges shall go out and 
measure the distance from the 
slain man to the surrounding 

Deuteronomy 23:15-25:4 
 
15 "You shall not give back to 
his master the slave who has 
escaped from his master to 
you. 16 He may dwell with you 
in your midst, in the place 
which he chooses within one of 
your gates, where it seems best 
to him; you shall not oppress 
him.  

DOING WHAT’S RIGHT: 
 
There are a lot of 
miscellaneous laws here 
that have to do with 
how we treat YHVH, 
people, and animals. 
We’ll only look at a 
several. 
 



cities. 3 And it shall be that the 
elders of the city nearest to the 
slain man will take a heifer 
which has not been worked 
and which has not pulled with a 
yoke. 4 The elders of that city 
shall bring the heifer down to a 
valley with flowing water, 
which is neither plowed nor 
sown, and they shall break the 
heifer's neck there in the 
valley. 5 Then the priests, the 
sons of Levi, shall come near, 
for the Lord your God has 
chosen them to minister to Him 
and to bless in the name of the 
Lord; by their word every 
controversy and every assault 
shall be settled.  6 And all the 
elders of that city nearest to 
the slain man shall wash their 
hands over the heifer whose 
neck was broken in the valley. 
7 Then they shall answer and 
say, 'Our hands have not shed 
this blood, nor have our eyes 
seen it.  8 Provide atonement, 
O Lord, for Your people Israel, 
whom You have redeemed, 
and do not lay innocent blood 
to the charge of Your people 
Israel.' And atonement shall be 
provided on their behalf for the 
blood. 9 So you shall put away 
the guilt of innocent blood 
from among you when you do 
what is right in the sight of the 
Lord.  
 
10 "When you go out to war 
against your enemies, and the 
Lord your God delivers them 
into your hand, and you take 
them captive, 11 and you see 
among the captives a beautiful 
woman, and desire her and 
would take her for your wife, 
12 then you shall bring her 

17 "There shall be no ritual 
harlot of the daughters of 
Israel, or a perverted one of the 
sons of Israel. 18 You shall not 
bring the wages of a harlot 
(zonah) or the price of a dog 
(kelev) to the house of the Lord 
your God for any vowed 
offering, for both of these are 
an abomination to the Lord 
your God.  
19 "You shall not charge 
interest to your brother — 
interest on money or food or 
anything that is lent out at 
interest. 20 To a foreigner 
(nochri) you may charge 
interest, but to your brother 
you shall not charge interest, 
that the Lord your God may 
bless you in all to which you set 
your hand in the land which 
you are entering to possess.  
 
21 "When you make a vow to 
the Lord your God, you shall 
not delay to pay it; for the Lord 
your God will surely require it 
of you, and it would be sin to 
you. 22 But if you abstain from 
vowing, it shall not be sin to 
you. 23 That which has gone 
from your lips you shall keep 
and perform, for you 
voluntarily vowed to the Lord 
your God what you have 
promised with your mouth.  
 
24 "When you come into your 
neighbor's vineyard, you may 
eat your fill of grapes at your 
pleasure, but you shall not put 
any in your container. 25 When 
you come into your neighbor's 
standing grain, you may pluck 
the heads with your hand, but 
you shall not use a sickle on 
your neighbor's standing grain.  

In the event of a slain 
man with an unknown 
killer both the elders 
and priests of the 
closest city had to deal 
with it.  

• The elders broke the 
neck of a heifer which 
had not been worked 
or pulled a yoke, and 
they denied having 
done or seen who did 
in order for 
atonement to take 
place. Note this is not 
a burnt offering; 
however, the life of 
the heifer replaced 
the life of the 
murderer in order to 
put away bloodguilt. 

• The priests were to 
investigate and settle 
all controversies and 
assaults, which is what 
police detectives do 
today.   

 
During battle, rape is 
not a right of war. When 
a woman captive is 
taken as a wife, her 
head must be shaved, 
and she must be 
allowed to mourn for 
her lost parents. Being 
taken as a captive and 
shaving her head would 
be a humbling 
experience for her 
instead of rape. If it 
turns out poorly, she 
cannot be treated 
brutally; she should be 
set free. This time 
period also allows time 
to determine if she is 
already pregnant or has 



home to your house, and she 
shall shave her head and trim 
her nails. 13 She shall put off 
the clothes of her captivity, 
remain in your house, and 
mourn her father and her 
mother a full month; after that 
you may go in to her and be 
her husband, and she shall be 
your wife. 14 And it shall be, if 
you have no delight in her, 
then you shall set her free, but 
you certainly shall not sell her 
for money; you shall not treat 
her brutally, because you have 
humbled her.  
 
15 "If a man has two wives, one 
loved and the other unloved, 
and they have borne him 
children, both the loved and 
the unloved, and if the 
firstborn son is of her who is 
unloved, 16 then it shall be, on 
the day he bequeaths his 
possessions to his sons, that he 
must not bestow firstborn 
status on the son of the loved 
wife in preference to the son of 
the unloved, the true firstborn. 
17 But he shall acknowledge 
the son of the unloved wife as 
the firstborn by giving him a 
double portion of all that he 
has, for he is the beginning of 
his strength; the right of the 
firstborn is his.  
 
18 "If a man has a stubborn 
and rebellious son who will not 
obey the voice of his father or 
the voice of his mother, and 
who, when they have 
chastened him, will not heed 
them, 19 then his father and 
his mother shall take hold of 
him and bring him out to the 
elders of his city, to the gate of 

 
24:1 "When a man takes a wife 
and marries her, and it 
happens that she finds no favor 
in his eyes because he has 
found some uncleanness in her, 
and he writes her a certificate 
of divorce, puts it in her hand, 
and sends her out of his house, 
2 when she has departed from 
his house, and goes and 
becomes another man's wife,  
3 if the latter husband detests 
her and writes her a certificate 
of divorce, puts it in her hand, 
and sends her out of his house, 
or if the latter husband dies 
who took her as his wife, 4 
then her former husband who 
divorced her must not take her 
back to be his wife after she 
has been defiled; for that is an 
abomination before the Lord, 
and you shall not bring sin on 
the land which the Lord your 
God is giving you as an 
inheritance.  
 
5 "When a man has taken a 
new wife, he shall not go out to 
war or be charged with any 
business; he shall be free at 
home one year, and bring 
happiness to his wife whom he 
has taken.  
6 "No man shall take the lower 
or the upper millstone in 
pledge, for he takes one's living 
in pledge.  
7 "If a man is found kidnapping 
any of his brethren of the 
children of Israel, and mistreats 
him or sells him, then that 
kidnapper shall die; and you 
shall put away the evil from 
among you.  
 

any communicable 
diseases. If she accepts 
her husband, he will be 
her means of future 
survival. 
 
If a man has 2 (or more) 
wives, one loved more 
than the other, and they 
have sons, the true 
firstborn out of all their 
sons must be given the 
double portion of the 
inheritance; the rest get 
single portions.  This is 
in contrast with what 
took place with the 
patriarchs. 
 
Sons who are stubborn, 
rebellious, and 
disobedient are to be 
stoned to death by the 
men of the city.  At 
some point, it must be 
determined if they have 
reached the point that 
stoning is necessary so 
that their behavior does 
not influence others in 
the community. 
 
Those who are put to 
death and hung on a 
tree are to be taken 
down and buried prior 
to sunset. Those who 
are hung on a tree are 
cursed. This was one of 
a couple of reasons why 
Yeshua was buried 
before sunset. In 
addition, Yeshua, since 
he was cursed, was able 
to redeem us from the 
curse of the law, since 
He became a curse for 
us (Galatians 3:13-14). 



his city. 20 And they shall say to 
the elders of his city, 'This son 
of ours is stubborn and 
rebellious; he will not obey our 
voice; he is a glutton and a 
drunkard.' 21 Then all the men 
of his city shall stone him to 
death with stones; so you shall 
put away the evil from among 
you, and all Israel shall hear 
and fear.  
 
22 "If a man has committed a 
sin deserving of death, and he 
is put to death, and you hang 
him on a tree, 23 his body shall 
not remain overnight on the 
tree, but you shall surely bury 
him that day, so that you do 
not defile the land which the 
Lord your God is giving you as 
an inheritance; for he who is 
hanged is accursed of God.  
 
22:1 "You shall not see your 
brother's ox or his sheep going 
astray, and hide yourself from 
them; you shall certainly bring 
them back to your brother. 2 
And if your brother is not near 
you, or if you do not know him, 
then you shall bring it to your 
own house, and it shall remain 
with you until your brother 
seeks it; then you shall restore 
it to him. 3 You shall do the 
same with his donkey, and so 
shall you do with his garment; 
with any lost thing of your 
brother's, which he has lost 
and you have found, you shall 
do likewise; you must not hide 
yourself.  
4 "You shall not see your 
brother's donkey or his ox fall 
down along the road, and hide 
yourself from them; you shall 

8 "Take heed in an outbreak of 
leprosy, that you carefully 
observe and do according to all 
that the priests, the Levites, 
shall teach you; just as I 
commanded them, so you shall 
be careful to do. 9 Remember 
what the Lord your God did to 
Miriam on the way when you 
came out of Egypt!  
 
10 "When you lend your 
brother anything, you shall not 
go into his house to get his 
pledge. 11 You shall stand 
outside, and the man to whom 
you lend shall bring the pledge 
out to you. 12 And if the man is 
poor, you shall not keep his 
pledge overnight. 13 You shall 
in any case return the pledge to 
him again when the sun goes 
down, that he may sleep in his 
own garment and bless you; 
and it shall be righteousness to 
you before the Lord your God.  
 
14 "You shall not oppress a 
hired servant who is poor and 
needy, whether one of your 
brethren or one of the aliens 
who is in your land within your 
gates. 15 Each day you shall 
give him his wages, and not let 
the sun go down on it, for he is 
poor and has set his heart on it; 
lest he cry out against you to 
the Lord, and it be sin to you.  
 
16 "Fathers shall not be put to 
death for their children, nor 
shall children be put to death 
for their fathers; a person shall 
be put to death for his own sin.  
 
17 "You shall not pervert 
justice due the stranger or the 
fatherless, nor take a widow's 

 
Whether you get along 
with your neighbor or 
not, you should care for 
any of his animals that 
go astray. You should 
help him if one of his 
animals gets hurt or falls 
in a ditch. This is a 
principle to follow that 
can be applied in a 
variety of ways. We 
must be kind to people, 
whether we like them or 
not, and the animals 
they care for. 
 
We are not to cross-
dress so as to 
impersonate the 
opposite sex. There are 
lots of types of clothing 
that is considered 
unisex to which this 
verse does not apply. 
 
Avoid unholy mixtures 
such as wearing 
mixtures of wool and 
linen, planting mixed 
seed, etc. 
 
Wear tassels as a 
reminder of the Torah. 
 
Send away a mother 
bird before taking her 
young or eggs. This way, 
she doesn’t know for 
sure you took them and 
she can create more 
later. 
 
Build a protective edge 
around the roof in order 
to protect someone’s 
life (this can be applied 
in others ways too). 



surely help him lift them up 
again.  
5 "A woman shall not wear 
anything that pertains to a 
man, nor shall a man put on a 
woman's garment, for all who 
do so are an abomination to 
the Lord your God.  
6 "If a bird's nest happens to be 
before you along the way, in 
any tree or on the ground, with 
young ones or eggs, with the 
mother sitting on the young or 
on the eggs, you shall not take 
the mother with the young; 7 
you shall surely let the mother 
go (ת ְּש ַׁל ָּח ; send away), and 
take the young for yourself, 
that it may be well with you 
and that you may prolong your 
days.  
 
8 "When you build a new 
house, then you shall make a 
parapet for your roof, that you 
may not bring guilt of 
bloodshed on your household if 
anyone falls from it. 
  
9 "You shall not sow your 
vineyard with different kinds of 
seed, lest the yield of the seed 
which you have sown and the 
fruit of your vineyard be 
defiled.  
10 "You shall not plow with an 
ox and a donkey together.  
11 "You shall not wear a 
garment of different sorts, such 
as wool and linen mixed 
together.  
12 "You shall make tassels on 
the four corners of the clothing 
with which you cover yourself.  

garment as a pledge. 18 But 
you shall remember that you 
were a slave in Egypt, and the 
Lord your God redeemed you 
from there; therefore I 
command you to do this thing.  
 
19 "When you reap your 
harvest in your field, and forget 
a sheaf in the field, you shall 
not go back to get it; it shall be 
for the stranger, the fatherless, 
and the widow, that the Lord 
your God may bless you in all 
the work of your hands. 20 
When you beat your olive 
trees, you shall not go over the 
boughs again; it shall be for the 
stranger, the fatherless, and 
the widow. 21 When you 
gather the grapes of your 
vineyard, you shall not glean it 
afterward; it shall be for the 
stranger, the fatherless, and 
the widow. 22 And you shall 
remember that you were a 
slave in the land of Egypt; 
therefore I command you to do 
this thing.  
 
25:1 "If there is a dispute 
between men, and they come 
to court, that the judges may 
judge them, and they justify 
the righteous and condemn the 
wicked, 2 then it shall be, if the 
wicked man deserves to be 
beaten, that the judge will 
cause him to lie down and be 
beaten in his presence, 
according to his guilt, with a 
certain number of blows. 3 
Forty blows he may give him 
and no more, lest he should 
exceed this and beat him with 
many blows above these, and 
your brother be humiliated in 
your sight.  

 
Don’t give back slaves to 
their masters. They may 
have escaped due to 
harsh treatment. You 
are not to treat them 
harshly. 
 
You are not to 
participate in ritual 
prostitution, neither 
female (harlots) nor 
male (dogs). Their 
income is not to be used 
inappropriately, such as 
an offering or vow to 
YHVH. 
 
Don’t kidnap people, it’s 
worthy of the death 
penalty.  
 
Observe laws of 
tza’arat. 
 
Treat everyone, 
especially widows, 
orphans, poor, 
strangers, and even 
animals with love, 
mercy, and justice.  
 
Leave a portion of your 
harvest to be collected 
by the stranger, 
orphans, and widows. If 
people and animals 
work, let them eat. 
 
If someone’s judgment 
was a flogging, they 
were not to humiliate 
him by giving more than 
40 lashes. 
 
 



 
4 "You shall not muzzle an ox 
while it treads out the grain.  

C:  Marriage violations and issues 

C Deuteronomy 22:13-30 
 
13 "If any man takes a wife, 
and goes in to her, and detests 
her, 14 and charges her with 
shameful conduct, and brings a 
bad name on her, and says, 'I 
took this woman, and when I 
came to her I found she was 
not a virgin,' 15 then the father 
and mother of the young 
woman shall take and bring out 
the evidence of the young 
woman's virginity to the elders 
of the city at the gate. 16 And 
the young woman's father shall 
say to the elders, 'I gave my 
daughter to this man as wife, 
and he detests her. 17 Now he 
has charged her with shameful 
conduct, saying, "I found your 
daughter was not a virgin," and 
yet these are the evidences of 
my daughter's virginity.' And 
they shall spread the cloth 
before the elders of the city. 18 
Then the elders of that city 
shall take that man and punish 
him; 19 and they shall fine him 
one hundred shekels of silver 
and give them to the father of 
the young woman, because he 
has brought a bad name on a 
virgin of Israel. And she shall be 
his wife; he cannot divorce her 
all his days.  
20 "But if the thing is true, and 
evidences of virginity are not 
found for the young woman, 21 
then they shall bring out the 
young woman to the door of 
her father's house, and the 
men of her city shall stone her 
to death with stones, because 

Deuteronomy 25:5-10 
 
5 "If brothers dwell together, 
and one of them dies and has 
no son, the widow of the dead 
man shall not be married to a 
stranger outside the family; her 
husband's brother shall go in to 
her, take her as his wife, and 
perform the duty of a 
husband's brother to her. 6 
And it shall be that the 
firstborn son which she bears 
will succeed to the name of his 
dead brother, that his name 
may not be blotted out of 
Israel. 7 But if the man does 
not want to take his brother's 
wife, then let his brother's wife 
go up to the gate to the elders, 
and say, 'My husband's brother 
refuses to raise up a name to 
his brother in Israel; he will not 
perform the duty of my 
husband's brother.' 8 Then the 
elders of his city shall call him 
and speak to him. But if he 
stands firm and says, 'I do not 
want to take her,' 9 then his 
brother's wife shall come to 
him in the presence of the 
elders, remove his sandal from 
his foot, spit in his face, and 
answer and say, 'So shall it be 
done to the man who will not 
build up his brother's house.' 
10 And his name shall be called 
in Israel, 'The house of him who 
had his sandal removed.' 

A man who falsely 
accuses his wife of not 
being a virgin, for 
whatever reason, is to 
be punished. If it was 
true (no false 
witnesses), the woman 
would be stoned to 
death. Remember, false 
witnesses would also be 
stoned to death. This is 
not for being raped, but 
for harlotry.  
 
For instances of 
adultery, both parties 
are to be put to death. If 
the woman does not cry 
out, it’s considered 
adultery. If she cries 
out, it’s rape.  If she 
cries out, people are 
expected to come to 
help her and punish her 
rapist. 
 
Consider what 
happened with Tamar 
and Amnon (2 Samuel 
13). 
 
There are different rules 
for the rape of 
betrothed and non-
betrothed women in the 
countryside because no 
one can hear the 
woman cry out. 
 
It seems that if a woman 
cries out, someone 
should come to her aid. 
 



she has done a disgraceful 
thing in Israel, to play the 
harlot in her father's house. So 
you shall put away the evil 
from among you.  
 
22 "If a man is found lying with 
a woman married to a 
husband, then both of them 
shall die — the man that lay 
with the woman, and the 
woman; so you shall put away 
the evil from Israel.  
23 "If a young woman who is a 
virgin is betrothed to a 
husband, and a man finds her 
in the city and lies with her, 24 
then you shall bring them both 
out to the gate of that city, and 
you shall stone them to death 
with stones, the young woman 
because she did not cry out in 
the city, and the man because 
he humbled his neighbor's 
wife; so you shall put away the 
evil from among you.  
 
25 "But if a man finds a 
betrothed young woman in the 
countryside, and the man 
forces her and lies with her, 
then only the man who lay with 
her shall die. 26 But you shall 
do nothing to the young 
woman; there is in the young 
woman no sin deserving of 
death, for just as when a man 
rises against his neighbor and 
kills him, even so is this matter. 
27 For he found her in the 
countryside, and the betrothed 
young woman cried out, but 
there was no one to save her.  
 
28 "If a man finds a young 
woman who is a virgin, who is 
not betrothed, and he seizes 
her and lies with her, and they 

Levirate marriage 
ensures that a living 
brother can raise up a 
name for a dead 
brother. Brothers share 
the same the familiar 
DNA. It is the closest 
one can get to raising up 
a child in the name of 
his father. 
 
 



are found out, 29 then the man 
who lay with her shall give to 
the young woman's father fifty 
shekels of silver, and she shall 
be his wife because he has 
humbled her; he shall not be 
permitted to divorce her all his 
days.  
30 "A man shall not take his 
father's wife, nor uncover his 
father's bed.  

D: Foreigners and other issues 

D Deuteronomy 23:1-14 
 
23:1 "He who is emasculated 
by crushing or mutilation shall 
not enter the assembly of the 
Lord.  
 
2 "One of illegitimate birth 
(child of incest; child of mixed 
parentage – Hebrew and 
pagan) shall not enter the 
assembly of the Lord; even to 
the tenth generation none of 
his descendants shall enter the 
assembly of the Lord.  
 
3 "An Ammonite or Moabite 
shall not enter the assembly of 
the Lord; even to the tenth 
generation none of his 
descendants shall enter the 
assembly of the Lord forever 
(olam = period of many 
generations, not necessarily 
what we think of as forever), 4 
because they did not meet you 
with bread and water on the 
road when you came out of 
Egypt, and because they hired 
against you Balaam the son of 
Beor from Pethor of 
Mesopotamia, to curse you. 5 
Nevertheless the Lord your 
God would not listen to 
Balaam, but the Lord your God 
turned the curse into a blessing 

Deuteronomy 25:11-19 
 
11 "If two men fight together, 
and the wife of one draws near 
to rescue her husband from the 
hand of the one attacking him, 
and puts out her hand and 
seizes him by the genitals, 12 
then you shall cut off her hand; 
your eye shall not pity her.  
 
13 "You shall not have in your 
bag differing weights, a heavy 
and a light. 14 You shall not 
have in your house differing 
measures, a large and a small. 
15 You shall have a perfect and 
just weight, a perfect and just 
measure, that your days may 
be lengthened in the land 
which the Lord your God is 
giving you. 16 For all who do 
such things, all who behave 
unrighteously, are an 
abomination to the Lord your 
God.  
 
17 "Remember what Amalek 
did to you on the way as you 
were coming out of Egypt, 18 
how he met you on the way 
and attacked your rear ranks, 
all the stragglers at your rear, 
when you were tired and 
weary; and he did not fear God. 
19 Therefore it shall be, when 

Those who may not 
enter the assembly of 
YHVH: 

• one emasculated by 
crushing or mutilation. 

• one who is 
illegitimate. 

• Ammonite or 
Moabite. This makes 
one wonder what 
generation Ruth the 
Moabitess was, or if 
the fact she was 
willing to forsake her 
idolatrous past to 
enter into the 
assembly. Was it Boaz’ 
redemption of Ruth 
what made this 
possible? 

 
It’s possible that the 
assembly is not to be 
equated with the 
covenant. It’s difficult to 
know what this is really 
about considering other 
passages of Scripture. 
 
Consider 1 Kings 8:41-
43; 2 Chronicles 6:32-
33; Isaiah 56:3-7. The 
key is that there will be 
foreigners, including 
eunuchs, who will hold 



for you, because the Lord your 
God loves you. 6 You shall not 
seek their peace nor their 
prosperity all your days 
forever.  
7 "You shall not abhor an 
Edomite, for he is your brother. 
You shall not abhor an 
Egyptian, because you were an 
alien in his land. 8 The children 
of the third generation born to 
them may enter the assembly 
of the Lord.  
 
9 "When the army goes out 
against your enemies, then 
keep yourself from every 
wicked thing. 10 If there is any 
man among you who becomes 
unclean by some occurrence in 
the night, then he shall go 
outside the camp; he shall not 
come inside the camp. 11 But it 
shall be, when evening comes, 
that he shall wash with water; 
and when the sun sets, he may 
come into the camp.  
12 "Also you shall have a place 
outside the camp, where you 
may go out; 13 and you shall 
have an implement among 
your equipment, and when you 
sit down outside, you shall dig 
with it and turn and cover your 
refuse. 14 For the Lord your 
God walks in the midst of your 
camp, to deliver you and give 
your enemies over to you; 
therefore your camp shall be 
holy, that He may see no 
unclean thing among you, and 
turn away from you.  

the Lord your God has given 
you rest from your enemies all 
around, in the land which the 
Lord your God is giving you to 
possess as an inheritance, that 
you will blot out the 
remembrance of Amalek from 
under heaven. You shall not 
forget.  

fast to YHVH’s covenant, 
love Him, serve Him, 
sacrifice to Him, and 
offer sacrifices! They 
will be accepted. The 
unclean will remain 
outside the camp. See 
Revelation 22:14-15. 
 
It seems we should add 
the Amalekites to this 
list until they are fully 
blotted out. 
 
Those who may enter 
the assembly of YHVH: 

• Edomite 

• Egyptian 
 
During war, the battle 
camp had to remain 
ritually clean so YHVH 
could be among them. 
This required people to 
release themselves 
outside the camp. In the 
event of seminal 
emissions, they had to 
wash and stay outside 
the camp until the next 
day began at sunset. 
 
Using differing weights 
is an abomination 
probably because it is 
not right or true, it takes 
advantage of people, it’s 
disrespectful and 
deceptive. False weights 
are illegitimate. 
 
 

E: Conclusion  

E Deuteronomy 26:1-19 
 
26:1 "And it shall be, when you come into the land which the 
Lord your God is giving you as an inheritance, and you possess it 
and dwell in it, 2 that you shall take some of the first of all the 

In order for the people 
to possess the land and 
dwell in it, they had to 
engage in warfare. 
 



produce of the ground, which you shall bring from your land that 
the Lord your God is giving you, and put it in a basket and go to 
the place where the Lord your God chooses to make His name 
abide. 3 And you shall go to the one who is priest in those days, 
and say to him, 'I declare today to the Lord your God that I have 
come to the country which the Lord swore to our fathers to give 
us.'  
4 "Then the priest shall take the basket out of your hand and set 
it down before the altar of the Lord your God. 5 And you shall 
answer and say before the Lord your God: 'My father was a 
Syrian, about to perish, and he went down to Egypt and dwelt 
there, few in number; and there he became a nation, great, 
mighty, and populous. 6 But the Egyptians mistreated us, 
afflicted us, and laid hard bondage on us. 7 Then we cried out to 
the Lord God of our fathers, and the Lord heard our voice and 
looked on our affliction and our labor and our oppression. 8 So 
the Lord brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand and with an 
outstretched arm, with great terror and with signs and wonders. 
9 He has brought us to this place and has given us this land, "a 
land flowing with milk and honey";  10 and now, behold, I have 
brought the firstfruits of the land which you, O Lord, have given 
me.' 

Once that process was 
underway, YHVH’s 
people were to 
continuing living 
according to the terms 
of the covenant, which 
maintained good 
relationships between 
YHVH and their fellow 
man, as well as offer 
firstfruits to YHVH.  
 
When they brought 
their firstfruit offerings 
each year, they were to 
acknowledge their 
ancestral roots and 
acknowledge how YHVH 
brought them out of 
Egypt and into the 
Promised Land. They 
were to give a tithe of 
the 3rd year, which was 
kept in their houses, to 
the Levites, strangers, 
orphans, and widows; 
they were not to take it 
for themselves or give it 
to the dead.  
 
Notice how this 
parashah has taught us 
how to give to YHVH 
what is His and how to 
treat and care for 
others, especially 
strangers, widows, and 
orphans. 

 


