
Acharei Mot – K’doshim 

Acharei Mot = After the Death (Leviticus 16:1-18:30) 

K’doshim – Holy People (Leviticus 19:1-20:27) 

The book of Leviticus is essentially a huge concentric structure that ends at Numbers 1:1: 

A1 YHVH calling Moses FROM the Tent (Leviticus 1:1) 
B1 Ritual offerings as the means of drawing near to YHVH, worship, restoring and maintaining relationship (Chapters 1-7) 

 C1 Priests’ consecration (Chapters 8-10) 
D1 Ritual Purity – separateness (chapters 11-15) 

E1 Day of Atonement: Atones holy sanctuary, tabernacle of meeting, altar, priests, assembly, uncleanness (chapters 16) 
E2 Purpose of blood: Make atonement of souls (chapter 17) 

D2 Moral Purity – separateness (chapters 18-20) 
C2 Priests’ qualifications (chapters 21-22) 

B2 Ritual calendar (appointed meeting times with YHVH) and call to covenant faithfulness (chapters 23-27)  
A2 YHVH calling to Moses IN the Tent (Numbers 1:1) 
 
Its purpose is to show how man can move from not being in covenant with YHVH to being in and maintaining covenant with Him.  
 
We will quickly review D1 and then focusing our attention on E1, E2, and D2. 
 
Previously, we discussed things that caused ritual impurity or uncleanness (tumah).  Certain things, which caused such uncleanness, could 

potentially be transmitted to the tabernacle and its furnishings.  The following are color-coded to show how they correspond to each other; the 

most serious condition is in red.  

Things that can cause us to become unclean and possibly transmit that uncleanness include: 

 Uncleanness, which results from eating unclean animals or touching the carcasses of animals classified as repulsive/an abomination 

  .(Leviticus 11:1-47) (shaqats ; ש ָׁקַץ)

o Separate yourself from what the nations eat. 

o You are what you eat;  

o You are unclean if you eat unclean food;  



o You become like the nations if you eat what they eat. 

o Transmission of uncleanness to the tabernacle is a concern. 

 Childbirth (Leviticus 12:1-8). The woman who gave birth (a major bodily discharge of baby, placenta, blood, and fluid) had to separate 

herself from the tabernacle to avoid transmitting uncleanness to it; the period of separateness was a period of time in that purified 

from her uncleanness. She is considered to be unclean as in the days of her customary impurity. At the end of the purification time, she 

brought offerings which provided atonement for her. The male child, requiring a 40–day purification (7+33 days), seems to represent 

Yeshua who was cut off; the female child, requiring a 80–day purification (14+66 days), seems to represent the waiting Bride of Messiah. 

 Leprosy (tzara’at) on peoples’ skin, garments made of wool or linen, walls of houses (Leviticus 14:1-57). Leprosy represents living people 

who are spiritually dead; this can be leprous individuals, families, or many communities that make up an entire nation. These individuals 

must be separated from the camp; this pictures those who will be outside the camp unless/until they are healed and cleansed 

(Revelation 22:15). Leprous garments represent a community (warp and woof) who will be burned in the lake of fire (Leviticus 13:52; 

Revelation 20:15). Very few people were healed and cleansed of tzara’at in order to re-enter the camp. Once these were burned, they 

were no more. VERY FEW people were healed and cleansed of tzara’at in order to re-enter the camp. This should communicate 

something to us. 

 Bodily discharges of men and women (Leviticus 15:1-33).  

o There are 3 levels of uncleanness:  

 The unclean person,  

 Whatever that unclean person sits/lies on,  

 People who come in contact with the unclean person or these unclean things. 

o Unclean person must wash themselves and their clothing for cleansing 

o Time for purification depends on the nature of the discharge or transmission of uncleanness. 

 Until evening. 

 7 days. 

o You shall separate the children of Israel from their uncleanness, lest they die in their uncleanness when they defile My 

tabernacle that is among them (Leviticus 15:31). In other words, they were to separate from each other, as well as from the 

tabernacle during their time of uncleanness. 

 All of these things share the common themes of separateness and transmission. Despite their diligence, it was possible for uncleanness 

to be transmitted to the tabernacle. The Day of Atonements was the yearly time in which any ritual impurity present in the 

Tabernacle could be atoned. It was also the day when iniquities and transgressions concerning sins were atoned, removed, and sent 

away. 



Day of Atonements  
(Leviticus 16) 

The Day of Atonements forms its own chiastic structure with the center having its own complex structure. 

Leviticus 16:1-17:1 Leviticus 16:29-34 Comments 

16 Now the Lord spoke to 
Moses after the death of the 
two sons of Aaron, when they 
offered profane fire before 
the Lord, and died;  
 
2 and the Lord said to Moses: 
"Tell Aaron your brother not 
to come at just any time into 
the Holy Place inside the veil, 
before the mercy seat which is 
on the ark, lest he die; for I 
will appear in the cloud above 
the mercy seat.  

29 "This shall be a statute forever for you: In the 
seventh month, on the tenth day of the month,  
 
you shall afflict your souls, and do no work at all, 
whether a native of your own country or a stranger 
who dwells among you.  
 
30 For on that day the priest shall make atonement 
for you,  
to cleanse you, that you may be clean from all your 
sins before the Lord.  
 
31 It is a sabbath of solemn rest for you, and you 
shall afflict your souls. It is a statute forever.  
 
32 And the priest, who is anointed and consecrated 
to minister as priest in his father's place, shall make 
atonement, and put on the linen clothes, the holy 
garments;  
 
33 then he shall make atonement for the Holy 
Sanctuary, and he shall make atonement for the 
tabernacle of meeting and for the altar, and he shall 
make atonement for the priests and for all the 
people of the assembly. 34 This shall be an 
everlasting statute for you, to make atonement for 
the children of Israel, for all their sins, once a year." 
And he did as the Lord commanded Moses. 

The high priest couldn’t come in just any time into the 
most holy place.  
 
He could only come on the 10th day in the 7th month. 
 
There is a possibility that the timing of the Day of 
Atonements could be the day of Messiah’s return 
instead of the Day of Trumpets (or even some other 
proposed day).  
 
The Day of Atonements appears to be the day when 
the 7th trumpet of Revelation was sounded: the 
temple was opened in heaven and the ark of YHVH’s 
covenant was seen in His temple (Revelation 11:15-
19). 
  
It could be that the Day of the Great White Throne 
Judgment will take place on a Day of Atonements. 

Leviticus 16:3 Leviticus 16:24-28 Comments 



3  "Thus Aaron shall come into 
the Holy Place: with the blood 
of: 

 a young bull as a sin 
offering,  

 a ram as a burnt offering. 
 
 

24 And he shall wash his body with water in a holy 
place,  
put on his garments, come out and offer his burnt 
offering (ram) and the burnt offering of the people 
(another ram), and make atonement (general) for 
himself and for the people.  
 
25 The fat of the sin offering he shall burn on the 
altar.  
 
26 And he who released the goat as the scapegoat 
shall wash his clothes and bathe his body in water, 
and afterward he may come into the camp.  
 
27 The bull for the sin offering and the goat for the 
sin offering, whose blood was brought in to make 
atonement in the Holy Place, shall be carried 
outside the camp.  
 
And they shall burn in the fire their skins, their flesh, 
and their offal.  
 
28 Then he who burns them shall wash his clothes 
and bathe his body in water, and afterward he may 
come into the camp.  
 

Here, the High Priest is washing his body and putting 
on his regular high priestly garments.  
 
The High Priest must bring 2 offerings: 

 sin offering [bull] 

 burnt offering [ram]) for himself and his household. 
 
Later, he must bring 2 burnt offerings: 

 1 for himself (ram, vs. 3)  

 1 for the people (ram, vs. 5). 
 
In Yeshua’s day, the religious leaders, including two 
High Priests, were responsible for Yeshua being killed 
for the sins of the people outside the city. This was 
after Yeshua had washed His disciples’ feet, and it was 
also after Pilate presented Yeshua, wearing a crown of 
thorns and a purple robe (the one used to mock Him 
as King of the Jews), to the chief priests.  
 
In John 1:29, John described Yeshua as the one who 
would take away the sin of the world. This is a parallel 
to what the goat of Azazel did. 
 
The one who releases the goat into the wilderness is 
like: 
The person who forsakes his own sins and washes 
himself with the Word so he can enter into the 
covenant and eventually the New Jerusalem. 
 
 
There is a possibility that there are various 
fulfillments of activities of the Day of Atonements. 
 
The theme of putting on his garments: 



“YHVH’s own arm” put on righteousness as a 
breastplate, a helmet of salvation on His head, 
garments of vengeance for clothing, and zeal and a 
cloak. He will repay according to His enemies deeds 
(Isaiah 59:16-20; Revelation 19:11-16). 
 
Revelation 19:13 
He was clothed with a robe dipped in blood, and His 
name is called The Word of God.  
 
The multitude from the great tribulation will wash 
their robes white in the blood of the Lamb. They 
serve Him day and night in His temple. 
 
The person who carries the bull and the goat out of 
the camp to be burned is like: The one who casts the 
beast and false prophet into the lake of fire, washes 
himself, and re-enters the camp. 
 

Leviticus 16:4 Leviticus 16:23 Comments 

Leviticus 16:4 
 
4 He shall put the holy linen 
tunic and the linen trousers 
on his body; he shall be girded 
with a linen sash, and with the 
linen turban he shall be 
attired. These are holy 
garments. Therefore he shall 
wash his body in water, and 
put them on.  

Leviticus 16:23 
 
23 "Then Aaron shall come into the tabernacle of 
meeting, shall take off the linen garments which he 
put on when he went into the Holy Place, and shall 
leave them there. 

For verse 4, the high priest had to wash before putting 
on the linen garments because these garments are 
holy. These garments were not the same as the usual 
colorful High Priest garments. He was to avoid 
sanctifying the people by his holy clothes. (See similar 
concept of transmitting holiness in Ezekiel 44:16-19; 
46:20; Leviticus 6:11, 20; Haggai 2:11-12).  
 
By verse 23, His holy garments likely have blood on 
them after bringing blood into the most holy place 
where the mercy seat of the ark of the covenant is. 
 
Philippians 2:6-8 
(Messiah Yeshua) who, being in the form of God, did 



not consider it robbery to be equal with God, 7 but 
made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a 
bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men.  
 
In other words, Yeshua was clothed in humanity. 

The center portion of this chiasm is in several parts: 
D1 – Take two goats and ram  (vs. 5) 
      E1 – Bull for the High Priest and his family (vs. 6) 
D2 – Take and present two goats for the people and cast lots – 1 for YHVH, 1 for Azazel (vs. 7-10) 
      E2 – Bull for the High Priest and his family (vs. 11-14) 
D3 - Two goats for the people – 1 to be killed, 1 to be set free (vs. 15-22) 

E1 & E2 - Bull for the High Priest and his family 

E1 - Leviticus 16:6 E2 – Leviticus 16:11-14 Comments 

6 "Aaron shall offer the bull as 
a sin offering, which is for 
himself, and make atonement 
for himself and for his house.  

11 "And Aaron shall bring the bull of the sin offering, which is 
for himself, and make atonement for himself and for his house, 
and shall kill the bull as the sin offering which is for himself. 
 
12 Then he shall take a censer full of burning coals of fire from 
the altar before the Lord, with his hands full of sweet incense 
beaten fine, and bring it inside the veil.  
13 And he shall put the incense on the fire before the Lord, that 
the cloud of incense may cover the mercy seat that is on the 
Testimony, lest he die.  
 
14 He shall take some of the blood of the bull: 

 and sprinkle it with his finger on the mercy seat on the east 
side;  

 and before the mercy seat he shall sprinkle some of the 
blood with his finger seven times. 

A bull is an appropriate animal for a sin 
offering for a priest and his house. 
 
Entering the Most Holy Place was a 
dangerous thing. 
 
The High Priest had to create a cloud of 
incense over the mercy seat so that he 
would not die when he entered the Most 
Holy Place. 
 
Once that was done, the blood of the bull 
would be was brought into the Most Holy 
Place and sprinkled on the mercy seat on 
the east side and before the mercy seat 7 
times. 

D1, D2, & D3 – Two goats + ram 

D1 - Leviticus 16:5 D2 - Leviticus 16:7-10 D3 - Leviticus 16:15-22 Comments 

5 And he shall take 
from the 
congregation of the 

7 He shall take the two 
goats  ( ש ְׂעִיֵרי עִז ִים ; 
kids of male goats) and 

15 "Then he shall kill the goat of the sin offering, 
which is for the people, bring its blood inside the 
veil, do with that blood as he did with the blood 

The blood of the goat for YHVH was also 
brought into the Most Holy Place and 
applied just as the blood of the bull was.  



children of Israel: 

 two kids of the 
goats ( ש ְׂעִיֵרי
 kids of ; עִז ִים 

male goats) as a 
sin offering 

 one ram (אַיִל ; 
ayil) as a burnt 
offering. 

present them before 
the Lord at the door of 
the tabernacle of 
meeting. 8 Then Aaron 
shall cast lots for the 
two goats:  

 one lot for the Lord  

 the other lot for the 
scapegoat (ָׁאזֵל  לַעֲז

; to/for Azazel).  
 
9 And Aaron shall bring 
the goat on which the 
Lord's lot fell, 

 and offer it as a sin 
offering.  

 
10 But the goat on 
which the lot fell to be 
the scapegoat (to 
Azazel) shall be 
presented alive before 
the Lord: 

 to make atonement 
upon it,  

 to let it go as the 
scapegoat (to 
Azazel) into the 
wilderness. 

of the bull, and sprinkle it on the mercy seat and 
before the mercy seat.  
 
16 So he shall make atonement for the Holy 
Place,  

 because of the uncleanness of the children of 
Israel,  

 because of their transgressions, for all their 
sins;  

and so he shall do for the tabernacle of meeting 
which remains among them in the midst of their 
uncleanness.  
 
17 There shall be no man in the tabernacle of 
meeting when he goes in to make atonement in 
the Holy Place, until he comes out, 

 that he may make atonement for himself,  

 for his household,  

 for all the assembly of Israel.  
 
18 And he shall go out to the altar that is before 
the Lord, and make atonement for it, and shall 
take some of the blood of the bull and some of 
the blood of the goat, and put it on the horns of 
the altar all around.  
 
19 Then he shall sprinkle some of the blood on it 
with his finger seven times,  

 cleanse it,  

 consecrate it from the uncleanness of the 
children of Israel. 

 
20 "And when he has made an end of atoning for 
the Holy Place, the tabernacle of meeting, and 

 
Atonement was made for the Holy Place 
and tabernacle of meeting. 
 
The blood of the bull and the goat was 
also put on the horns of the bronze altar; 
it was also sprinkled with this blood to 
cleanse it and consecrate it from 
uncleanness.  
 
Normally: 

 a male kid of the goats is offered as a 
sin offering for a ruler. 

 a female kid of the goats is offered as a 
sin offering for a common person. 

 a bull is offered as a sin offering not 
only for a priest but also for the whole 
congregation of Israel. 

 
We should wonder why 2 male goats were 
chosen instead of 1 bull for the whole 
congregation of Israel. A single bull cannot 
reveal the full typology that YHVH wants 
to reveal to His people about Yeshua.  
 
The blood of the male goat which was 
killed was brought into the Holy Place to 
atone uncleanness, transgressions and 
sins for the entire assembly of Israel. 
 
The live goat carried away the iniquities 
and transgressions that were transferred 
to it. 
 



the altar, he shall bring the live goat.  
 
21 Aaron shall lay both his hands on the head of 
the live goat, confess over it: 

 all the iniquities of the children of Israel,  

 all their transgressions, concerning all their 
sins,  

putting them on the head of the goat,  
 
and shall send it away into the wilderness by the 
hand of a suitable man.  
 
22 The goat shall bear on itself all their iniquities 
to an uninhabited land; and he shall release the 
goat in the wilderness. 

A ram is an appropriate animal for a burnt 
offering. 
 
The phrase “at the door of the tabernacle 
of meeting” is reminiscent of a threshold 
covenant. 
 
The two goats are a picture of Yeshua who 
gave himself to establish the new 
covenant, which is also a threshold 
covenant. 
 
The goat for Azazel not only represents 
Yeshua who carries away sin, it also 
represents Satan who will one day be 
released from the abyss. 
 
Recall that instead of releasing the goat 
for Azazel into the wilderness, they 
developed the habit of pushing it off a cliff 
to its death below so it couldn’t come 
back. 

 

Purpose of Blood 
(Leviticus 17) 

The purpose of the tabernacle was so that YHVH could dwell among His people. 
 
The purpose of the sacrificial system was: 

 The means by which YHVH’s people could approach Him,  

 Mend and maintain their relationship and covenant with Him (in the event of sin and transgression of the covenant),  

 Thank Him,  

 Make vows,  

 Fellowship,  



 Worship Him. 

There are basically four kinds of animal death: 

 Ritual slaughter – sacrifices to YHVH or demons 

 Non-ritual slaughter – hunting for food 

 Natural death 

 Torn by beasts 

Leviticus 17:1-16 
 
17 And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 2 "Speak to Aaron, to his 
sons, and to all the children of Israel, and say to them, 'This is the 
thing which the Lord has commanded, saying:  
 
3 "Whatever man of the house of Israel who kills (יִש ְׂחַט ; yishchat; 

slaughter [in sacrifice or massacre]) an ox or lamb or goat in the 
camp, or who kills it outside the camp, 4 and does not bring it to the 
door of the tabernacle of meeting to offer an offering to the Lord 
before the tabernacle of the Lord, the guilt of bloodshed shall be 
imputed to that man. He has shed blood; and that man shall be cut 
off from among his people,  
 
5 to the end that the children of Israel may bring their sacrifices 
which they offer in the open field, that they may bring them to the 
Lord at the door of the tabernacle of meeting, to the priest, and 
offer them as peace offerings to the Lord.  
 
6 And the priest shall sprinkle the blood on the altar of the Lord at the 
door of the tabernacle of meeting, and burn the fat for a sweet aroma 
to the Lord.  
 
7 They shall no more offer their sacrifices to demons, after whom 
they have played the harlot. This shall be a statute forever for them 
throughout their generations."'  
 
8 "Also you shall say to them: 'Whatever man of the house of Israel, 

Ritual Slaughter: 
 
Killing and not bringing an ox, lamb, or goat (sacrificial animals) before 
the door of the Tabernacle of meeting to offer it to YHVH: 

 Results in blood guilt, 

 Is cause for being cut off from the covenant. 

 As peace offerings. 
 
Sacrificial animals, such as an ox, lamb, or goat, are to be offered to 
YHVH. The custom of dedicating slain animals to a deity was likely 
widespread among the Israelites because of their time in Egypt. 
 
They are not to be sacrificed to demons. 
 
This raises the question: Should we knowingly eat halal meat that 
has been slaughtered to Allah? 
 
They are not to eat the blood; doing that is cause for being cut off 
from the covenant. 
 
Deuteronomy 12:12-19  

 YHVH’s people were commanded to offer their offerings in the 
place where He chose to make His name abide. They had to eat 
their portions of offerings before YHVH in this place.  

 However, they (both clean and unclean people) were permitted kill 
ְׂב ַח)  tizbach; slaughter [usually in sacrifice]) and eat meat ; ת ִז

(whatever their hearts desired of the gazelle and deer) within their 
gates. 



or of the strangers who dwell among you, who offers a burnt offering 
or sacrifice, 9 and does not bring it to the door of the tabernacle of 
meeting, to offer it to the Lord, that man shall be cut off from among 
his people.  

 See also Leviticus 17:13 in next row, first column. 
 
 
 

A1 
10 'And whatever man of the house of Israel, or of the strangers who 
dwell among you, who eats any blood, I will set My face against that 
person who eats blood, and will cut him off from among his people.  
 
B1  
11 For the life of the flesh is in the blood, and I have given it to you 
upon the altar to make atonement for your souls;  
for it is the blood that makes atonement for the soul.'  
 
A2  
12 Therefore I said to the children of Israel, 'No one among you shall 
eat blood, nor shall any stranger who dwells among you eat blood.' 
 
13 "Whatever man of the children of Israel, or of the strangers who 
dwell among you, who hunts (צו ד ; tsud; lies in wait) and catches 

 any animal or bird that may be eaten, he (צַיִד tseyd; a form of ; צֵיד)

shall pour out its blood and cover it with dust;  
 
14 for it is the life of all flesh. Its blood sustains its life.  
 
A3 
Therefore I said to the children of Israel, 'You shall not eat the blood 
of any flesh, for the life of all flesh is its blood. Whoever eats it shall 
be cut off.'  
 
15 "And every person who eats what died naturally or what was torn 
by beasts, whether he is a native of your own country or a stranger, 
he shall both wash his clothes and bathe in water, and be unclean 
until evening. Then he shall be clean. 16 But if he does not wash them 

A1, 2, 3 – One law for both Israeli and any gerim in their midst. 
 
A1 – General prohibition of eating blood. 
 
B1&2 - The purpose of blood: 

 A place for the life of the flesh (נֶפֶש  הַב ָׁש ָׁר; nephesh ha-basar) of 

the animal to reside. You should also think of 1 Corinthians 6:18-20. 

 Atonement for the soul (  נֶפֶש ; nephesh). 

 Sustain life. 

 
A2 – Non-ritual slaughter - The blood of animals that are not sacrificed 
shall be poured out and covered with dust. 
 
A3 – Natural death or torn by beasts –The blood of these animals was 
not properly drained prior to the flesh being consumed.  If someone 
eats of something that dies naturally or torn by beasts, he must wash 
and he will be unclean until evening. If he does not wash, he will bear 
guilt. 
 
 
 



or bathe his body, then he shall bear his guilt." 

Recall that on the Day of Atonements, the ritually slaughtered animals atoned for the holy sanctuary, tabernacle of meeting, altar, priests, 
assembly, and uncleanness of the people. 

 

 

Moral Purity 
Leviticus 18-20 

At the root of moral purity is the theme of separateness, just like it was with ritual purity. We are to separate from: 

 The customs and ordinances of the Egyptians and Canaanites. 

 Sexual immorality. 

 Sex with near relatives. 

 A woman’s customary impurity. 

 Adultery. 

 Passing children through the fire to Molech (Molech worship [which is a picture of… see below]) 

 Homosexuality 

 Bestiality 
 
These actions defile those who participate in these actions; that defilement is transmitted to the land in which these actions are done. 

Leviticus 18:1- 30 Comments 

18 Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 2 "Speak to the children of Israel, 
and say to them: 'I am the Lord your God.  
 
3 According to the doings of the land of Egypt, where you dwelt, you shall not 
do;  
and according to the doings of the land of Canaan, where I am bringing you, 
you shall not do; nor shall you walk in their ordinances.  
 
4 You shall observe My judgments and keep My ordinances, to walk in them: I 
am the Lord your God. 5 You shall therefore keep My statutes and My 
judgments, which if a man does, he shall live by them: I am the Lord.  

You shall not observe the customs and ordinances of the 
Egyptians or Canaanites. They lead to death. 
 
You shall keep YHVH’s covenant (statutes and judgments) in 
order to have life. 

6 'None of you shall approach anyone who is near of kin to him, to uncover his 
nakedness: I am the Lord.  

These commands are directed to the men concerning which 
women they may not have sex with. Of course, the 



7 The nakedness of your father or the nakedness of your mother you shall not 
uncover. She is your mother; you shall not uncover her nakedness. 8 The 
nakedness of your father's wife you shall not uncover; it is your father's 
nakedness.  
9 The nakedness of your sister, the daughter of your father, or the daughter of 
your mother, whether born at home or elsewhere, their nakedness you shall 
not uncover.  
10 The nakedness of your son's daughter or your daughter's daughter, their 
nakedness you shall not uncover; for theirs is your own nakedness.  
11 The nakedness of your father's wife's daughter, begotten by your father — 
she is your sister — you shall not uncover her nakedness.  
12 You shall not uncover the nakedness of your father's sister; she is near of 
kin to your father.  
13 You shall not uncover the nakedness of your mother's sister, for she is near 
of kin to your mother.  
14 You shall not uncover the nakedness of your father's brother. You shall not 
approach his wife; she is your aunt.  
15 You shall not uncover the nakedness of your daughter-in-law — she is your 
son's wife — you shall not uncover her nakedness.  
16 You shall not uncover the nakedness of your brother's wife; it is your 
brother's nakedness.  
17 You shall not uncover the nakedness of a woman and her daughter, nor 
shall you take her son's daughter or her daughter's daughter, to uncover her 
nakedness. They are near of kin to her. It is wickedness.  
18 Nor shall you take a woman as a rival to her sister, to uncover her 
nakedness while the other is alive.  

corresponding men are the ones that women are forbidden 
to have sexual relations with. 
 
The phrase “it is your father’s/brother’s nakedness” means 
that the nakedness of the woman mentioned belongs to the 
father/brother.  
 
Men shall not have sex with these close relatives (incest): 

 Mother  

 Step-mother  

 Sister 

 Granddaughter 

 Half-sister 

 Aunt 

 Daughter-in-law 

 Sister-in-law 

 A woman, her daughter, or her granddaughter (via the 
son) 

 Your wife’s sister as long as your wife is alive – the issue is 
sibling rivalry. 

(See also: Gen. 9:23; Leviticus 18:8, 20:11; 1 Corinthians 5:1) 
 
Note that cousins are not on this list. 

19 'Also you shall not approach a woman to uncover her nakedness as long as 
she is in her customary impurity.  

No sex with woman during her menstruation. There is the 
transmission of uncleanness. 

20 Moreover you shall not lie carnally with your neighbor's wife, to defile 
yourself with her. 

No adultery. 

21 And you shall not let any of your descendants pass through the fire to 
Molech, nor shall you profane the name of your God: I am the Lord.  

What does this command have to do with sexual 
relations/immorality? Why is this command placed here? 
Placing one’s seed into the Molech idol is a picture of “hot” 
sex. (Pun intended.) 



 
See also: Leviticus 20:2 (applies to children of Israel AND the 
gerim.) 
 
This disrespects, wounds YHVH. 

22 You shall not lie with a male as with a woman. It is an abomination. No homosexuality (Romans 1:26-27; 1 Corinthians 6:9). 

23 Nor shall you mate with any animal, to defile yourself with it. Nor shall any 
woman stand before an animal to mate with it. It is perversion. 

No bestiality. 

24 'Do not defile yourselves with any of these things; for by all these the 
nations are defiled, which I am casting out before you.  
25 For the land is defiled; therefore I visit the punishment of its iniquity upon 
it, and the land vomits out its inhabitants.  
 
26 You shall therefore keep My statutes and My judgments, and shall not 
commit any of these abominations, either any of your own nation or any 
stranger who dwells among you  
 
27 (for all these abominations the men of the land have done, who were 
before you, and thus the land is defiled), 28 lest the land vomit you out also 
when you defile it, as it vomited out the nations that were before you.  
29 For whoever commits any of these abominations, the persons who 
commit them shall be cut off from among their people.  
 
30 'Therefore you shall keep My ordinance, so that you do not commit any of 
these abominable customs which were committed before you, and that you do 
not defile yourselves by them: I am the Lord your God.'"  

The issue is becoming defiled by all of these things. 
 
YHVH cast the people of the land out for committing these 
iniquities. Their actions defiled not only themselves, but also 
the land. 
 
YHVH would eventually cast His people out of the land for 
doing the same things. 
 
YHVH’s people must keep His commands, statutes, and 
judgments. There is physical and spiritual significance to 
YHVH’s commandments. We can’t stop doing them once we 
understand what their spiritual significance is. To do so 
makes us unclean and eventually in danger of entering a state 
of tzara’at. If YHVH’s people do not separate themselves 
from these things, YHVH will them cut off from Israel 
(Revelation 21: 8; 22:15) 
 
 
This pertained to both nationals and strangers in the land of 
Israel. 

Finally, the separateness of moral purity is given the term holiness. 

Leviticus 19 Comments 



1 And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 2 "Speak to all the congregation of the 
children of Israel, and say to them: 'You shall be holy, for I the Lord your God 
am holy.  
3 'Every one of you shall revere his mother and his father, and keep My 
Sabbaths: I am the Lord your God.  
 
4 'Do not turn to idols, nor make for yourselves molded gods: I am the Lord 
your God.  
 
5 'And if you offer a sacrifice of a peace offering to the Lord, you shall offer it of 
your own free will. 6 It shall be eaten the same day you offer it, and on the 
next day. And if any remains until the third day, it shall be burned in the fire. 7 
And if it is eaten at all on the third day, it is an abomination. It shall not be 
accepted. 8 Therefore everyone who eats it shall bear his iniquity, because he 
has profaned the hallowed offering of the Lord; and that person shall be cut 
off from his people.  
 
9 'When you reap the harvest of your land, you shall not wholly reap the 
corners of your field, nor shall you gather the gleanings of your harvest. 10 And 
you shall not glean your vineyard, nor shall you gather every grape of your 
vineyard; you shall leave them for the poor and the stranger: I am the Lord 
your God.  
 

What it means for “you all to be holy” ( קְׂדֹש ִים ; k’doshim [pl.] 

or   קָׁדֹוש ; kadosh [sg]) is mostly defined in Leviticus.  

 
We are to be holy like/because YHVH is holy. 
 
Leviticus 19:1-10 has similarities with the 10 Commandments. 
 
Like the 10 Commandments, these verses seem to be 
concerned with our relationship with God, but a few seem 
out of place. These few are commands for our relationships 
with certain people:  

 mothers and fathers,  

 the poor and the stranger.  
 
Are these groups somehow equated with our relationship 
with God? 
 
Parents are authority figures in the lives of their children.  If 
children can’t learn to obey and submit to their godly 
parents, they won’t be able to easily learn to obey and submit 
to God.  As children obey their godly parents, they are 
obeying God. 
 

We are to: 

 Be holy. 

 Observe the Sabbaths. 

 Respect our parents. 

 Avoid making or worshiping idols. 

 Eat peace offerings (fellowship) offerings within 
two days and burn what remains. 

 Leave grain and fruit in our fields for the 
sojourner and the poor. 

 



When we do these things, we are doing them unto our King 
(Matthew 25:37-40) 

11 'You shall not steal, nor deal falsely, nor lie to one another. 12 And you shall 
not swear by My name falsely, nor shall you profane the name of your God: I 
am the Lord.  
 
13 'You shall not cheat your neighbor, nor rob him. The wages of him who is 
hired shall not remain with you all night until morning. 14 You shall not curse 
the deaf, nor put a stumbling block before the blind, but shall fear your God: I 
am the Lord.  
 
15 'You shall do no injustice in judgment. You shall not be partial to the poor, 
nor honor the person of the mighty. In righteousness you shall judge your 
neighbor. 16 You shall not go about as a talebearer (slanderer) among your 
people; nor shall you take a stand against the life of your neighbor: I am the 
Lord.  
 
17 'You shall not hate your brother in your heart. You shall surely rebuke your 
neighbor, and not bear sin because of him. 18 You shall not take vengeance, 
nor bear any grudge against the children of your people, but you shall love 
your neighbor as yourself: I am the Lord.  

Leviticus 19:11-17 seems to be concerned with man’s 
relationship with others. 

 Do not bring dishonor to the name of YHVH by the way we 
treat others. 

 Treat people how we would want to be treated. Fear God. 
What if He allowed others to treat us like we treat them? 

 Be just in judgment. Do not to slander others. Speak truth, 
especially if your neighbor’s life depends on it. 

 Love your neighbor as yourself. 

19 'You shall keep My statutes.  
 
You shall not let your livestock breed with another kind.  
 
You shall not sow your field with mixed seed.  
 
Nor shall a garment of mixed linen and wool come upon you.  
 
20 'Whoever lies carnally with a woman who is betrothed to a man as a 

Leviticus 19:19-22 deals with forbidden mixtures. 
 
Righteousness can’t mix with lawlessness. The end result is 
lawlessness and uncleanness. 
 
Deuteronomy 22:11 – no mixture of linen and wool in 
clothing. 
 
2 Corinthians 6:14-18 – Do not be unequally yoked with 



concubine, and who has not at all been redeemed nor given her freedom, for 
this there shall be scourging; but they shall not be put to death, because she 
was not free. 21 And he shall bring his trespass offering to the Lord, to the 
door of the tabernacle of meeting, a ram as a trespass offering. 22 The priest 
shall make atonement for him with the ram of the trespass offering before the 
Lord for his sin which he has committed. And the sin which he has committed 
shall be forgiven him.  
 

unbelievers. 
 
Ezekiel 22:1-22 explains: 

When God’s people participated in idolatry and didn’t 
love their neighbor as themselves, they eventually 
became like mixed alloys of metals that had to be 
purified.  In order to avoid the same condition in our 
lives, we need to repent of our sins, provide restitution 
for our trespasses, be purified, and offer our lives in 
total dedication to the Lord.   
 
We can’t do that properly if we’ve allowed pagan 
customs and traditions to become mixed with the 
commands God has specifically given us in regard to 
pure and holy worship and daily living.  If we are to 
submit to the Refiner’s fire, we’re going to have to be 
willing to radically excise that which has pagan roots 
from our daily lives and worship styles.  

23 'When you come into the land, and have planted all kinds of trees for food, 
then you shall count their fruit as uncircumcised. Three years it shall be as 
uncircumcised to you. It shall not be eaten. 24 But in the fourth year all its fruit 
shall be holy, a praise to the Lord. 25 And in the fifth year you may eat its fruit, 
that it may yield to you its increase: I am the Lord your God.  
 

Leviticus 19:23-25 - We know from the end of Leviticus 18 
that the previous inhabitants were being expelled from the 
land due to the abominations that they had committed and 
that the land was contaminated as a result of their 
abominations. The condition of the land could affect any new 
trees they planted.  
 
It’s interesting that the word “uncircumcised” is used to 
describe the condition of the fruit of new trees they would 
plant.   New trees are like newborn boys who needed to be 
circumcised.  Just as a certain amount of time has to go by 
before the circumcision of a boy could be performed, the new 
fruit trees had to grow five years before their food could be 
removed and eaten.   
 



For new disciples of Yeshua, there is a time of maturity that 
must take place in order to adequately circumcise the heart.  
Bad fruit such as sinful desires and actions must be put to 
death and the contaminating influence of the world around 
new believers must be cut off.  This is not always a pleasant 
experience.  Once the heart is circumcised and there are 
healthy and godly influences in the new believer’s life, good 
fruit springs forth. 

26 'You shall not eat anything with the blood, nor shall you practice divination 
or soothsaying. 27 You shall not shave around the sides of your head, nor shall 
you disfigure the edges of your beard. 28 You shall not make any cuttings in 
your flesh for the dead, nor tattoo any marks on you: I am the Lord.  
29 'Do not prostitute your daughter, to cause her to be a harlot, lest the land 
fall into harlotry, and the land become full of wickedness.  
30 'You shall keep My Sabbaths and reverence My sanctuary: I am the Lord.  
31 'Give no regard to mediums and familiar spirits; do not seek after them, to 
be defiled by them: I am the Lord your God.  
  

Leviticus 19:26-29, 31 - God has given us more 
prohibitions that are tied to demon worship or contact 
with the dead.  Dabbling in the occult always results in 
some degree of defilement whether we realize it or not.  
It doesn’t matter if it is in the form of fantasy games, 
books, television programs, praying to dead saints, 
witchcraft, pagan rituals, prostitution, or other things.   
 
In this day and age we are seeing more occultic input 
creeping into our lives than ever before.  We need to 
take the time to know God’s commandments concerning 
these things and teach our children not to get involved 
in these things.  We need to prevent our children’s 
teachers and friends from making these activities seem 
like normal fun topics to read about or participate in.  
We need to be proactive in teaching our children to 
avoid the occult and to help them question things in 
their lives that may have occultic connections.  These 
things should not be exalted in our children’s lives 
because once occultic interests take hold, they are very 
difficult to remove.  Instead they often grow no matter 
how diligently we try to stop it. 
 
We need to aggressively respond when we find out our 



children are being exposed to or have become involved 
in the occult.  We need to stop thinking that occultic 
influences are no big deal or aren’t that serious.  They 
are doorways that can open an entire family up for 
demonic attack.  This can begin with children hearing 
their names being called during the day or night when 
no one is around.  Children should not answer back or 
do what these voices say.  We need to know how to 
properly respond to the forces of evil that are attacking 
our families today.  We must nurture our children 
toward salvation at an early age and keep them from 
backsliding.  We need to give them commands to say in 
the name of Yeshua for times of need.  We can show 
them what kind of Scripture verses to read out loud if 
they are being harassed.  Sometimes it may be 
necessary to regularly anoint our children with oil in the 
name of Yeshua in order to keep these spiritual pests 
away.  We should also show our children how to use 
praise music and prayer as weapons of warfare.   
 
Some people may never face such intense spiritual 
battles with demons, but I can assure you there are 
some people who are constantly and blatantly attacked 
with little relief because: 

 Parents don’t believe their children complaints or 
take them seriously. 

 Psychologists, psychiatrists, and medication can’t help 
demonic problems. 

 It’s difficult to tell the difference between demonic 
and true psychiatric problems; they may be mixed. 

 Most disciples of Yeshua don’t know what to do. 



 Many disciples of Yeshua don’t believe these are the 
kinds of things that should be done. 

 Disciples of Yeshua’s give up. 

 Children don’t keep their parents informed of what 
they are going through.   
 

Those who are under such attack need major prayer 
support and deliverance.  They don’t need 
condemnation by those who are ignorant of what they 
are truly facing. 
 
Sometimes the battle is lost no matter what you do, and you 
may have become codependent during the arduous battle. 

32 'You shall rise before the gray headed and honor the presence of an old 
man, and fear your God: I am the Lord.  
33 'And if a stranger dwells with you in your land, you shall not mistreat him. 
34 The stranger who dwells among you shall be to you as one born among you, 
and you shall love him as yourself; for you were strangers in the land of Egypt: I 
am the Lord your God.  
35 'You shall do no injustice in judgment, in measurement of length, weight, or 
volume. 36 You shall have honest scales, honest weights, an honest ephah, and 
an honest hin: I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of 
Egypt.  
37 'Therefore you shall observe all My statutes and all My judgments, and 
perform them: I am the Lord.'" 

Leviticus 19:32-37 - We must treat the elderly with 
respect.  In doing so, we are respecting the Lord. These 
days in America we are seeing more foreigners in our 
midst than ever before.  They must not be taken 
advantage of, mistreated, or ridiculed but treated with 
kindness and respect as long as they are here.  
 
However, foreigners should: 

 Be subject to all of the laws of our country. 

 Not be allowed to set up a separate legal system 
to coincide with the existing establishment, 
especially if it is in opposition to that 
establishment and YHVH’s commandments.   

 Be punished for criminal or terrorist activity. 

 They should be sent back to their home country 
if they are found to be here illegally. 

 Not have access to our country’s welfare system. 

 They should not have the same civil rights and 



privileges natural-born and naturalized 
Americans enjoy. 

 
Remember, YHVH’s laws were applied to the native-
born and the gerim in their midst. 
 
As having lived overseas myself, I have been taken 
advantage of.  I’ve been the victim of false weights and 
measures.  I’ve been misled.  I’ve been the victim of 
attempted robbery while others looked on and 
encouraged it without warning me.  I’ve dealt with 
language barriers.  I’ve had to abide by the laws of the 
country I was in.  These were not always pleasant 
experiences, and I’m grateful that God is concerned 
about the foreigner.  It makes me more sensitive to the 
foreigners in my midst. 

The first time we read the Ten Commandments was in Exodus 20.  In Leviticus 19, the Ten Commandments were explained a little 
differently but still captured the need to worship only God and to treat others as we’d like to be treated.  In Deuteronomy 5:6-21, 
Moses once again repeated the Ten Commandments to the generation that would enter the Promised Land.  Even today, our 
generation must make it a point to know God’s commands and keep them.   

Leviticus 20 
Penalties for Disobedience 

Comments 

Leviticus 20:1-21 Contains commands that applies to both gerim (foreigners) and the children of Israel.  Many of them result in death or 
being cut off from their people.   
20:1 Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 2 "Again, you shall say to the 
children of Israel: 'Whoever of the children of Israel, or of the strangers who 
dwell in Israel, who gives any of his descendants to Molech, he shall surely be 
put to death. The people of the land shall stone him with stones. 3 I will set 
My face against that man, and will cut him off from his people, because he has 
given some of his descendants to Molech, to defile My sanctuary and profane 
My holy name.  
 

The death penalty (“His blood is upon him” or cut off) 
in Leviticus 20 applies to: 
 

 Whoever gives his descendants to Molech in order to 
defile God’s sanctuary and to desecrate His holy 
name.   

 Whoever fails to execute the death penalty for those 



4 And if the people of the land should in any way hide their eyes from the 
man, when he gives some of his descendants to Molech, and they do not kill 
him, 5 then I will set My face against that man and against his family; and I will 
cut him off from his people, and all who prostitute themselves with him to 
commit harlotry with Molech.  
 
6 'And the person who turns to mediums and familiar spirits, to prostitute 
himself with them, I will set My face against that person and cut him off from 
his people. 
 
 7 Consecrate yourselves ( ש ְׂוְׂהִתְׂ ת ֶםקַד ִ  ; ve-hitqadishtem) therefore, and be 

holy, for I am the Lord your God.  
 
8 And you shall keep My statutes, and perform them: I am the Lord who 
sanctifies you (  ש ְׂכֶם מְׂקַד ִ ; miqadishchem).  

 
9 'For everyone who curses his father or his mother shall surely be put to 
death. He has cursed his father or his mother. His blood shall be upon him.  
 
10 'The man who commits adultery with another man's wife, he who commits 
adultery with his neighbor's wife, the adulterer and the adulteress, shall 
surely be put to death. 11 The man who lies with his father's wife has 
uncovered his father's nakedness; both of them shall surely be put to death. 
Their blood shall be upon them. 12 If a man lies with his daughter-in-law, both 
of them shall surely be put to death. They have committed perversion. Their 
blood shall be upon them. 13 If a man lies with a male as he lies with a woman, 
both of them have committed an abomination. They shall surely be put to 
death. Their blood shall be upon them. 14 If a man marries a woman and her 
mother, it is wickedness. They shall be burned with fire, both he and they, that 
there may be no wickedness among you. 15 If a man mates with an animal, he 
shall surely be put to death, and you shall kill the animal. 16 If a woman 
approaches any animal and mates with it, you shall kill the woman and the 
animal. They shall surely be put to death. Their blood is upon them.  
 

who give their descendants to Molech. Those who 
commit harlotry (idolatry) with Molech. It seems that 
the spirit behind the worship of Molech is present 
today as the spirit of abortion. Biological waste, 
including fetuses, with the exception of harvested 
parts, are incinerated as biohazardous waste. 

 Whoever curses his father or mother.  

 The adulterer and the adulteress. 

 Those who practice homosexuality. 

 Those who practice bestiality. 

 Those involved in certain forbidden incestuous 
relationships. 

 Those who commit sorcery and turn to spirit-
mediums. 

 Sexual relations with a woman during her time of 
separation (menstruation). 

 
FYI Jewish belief: 
The Talmud with English translation and commentary: 
Volume 1 A. Zvi Ehrman 1965 "Kareth (cut off) means not 
necessarily physical dissolution but extinction of the soul and 
its denial of a share in the world to come.” 
 

Death penalties were not often carried out because of 
the extensive requirements of the oral torah. 
 
See: http://www.bendthearc.us/resources/death-penalty-
jewish-teachings 
 
Yeshua did not command death for the woman caught in 
adultery in John 8:-12. He told those who were without sin to 
throw the first stone. When her accusers were gone, He told 

http://www.bendthearc.us/resources/death-penalty-jewish-teachings
http://www.bendthearc.us/resources/death-penalty-jewish-teachings


17 'If a man takes his sister, his father's daughter or his mother's daughter, and 
sees her nakedness and she sees his nakedness, it is a wicked thing. And they 
shall be cut off in the sight of their people. He has uncovered his sister's 
nakedness. He shall bear his guilt.  
 
18 If a man lies with a woman during her sickness and uncovers her nakedness, 
he has exposed her flow, and she has uncovered the flow of her blood. Both of 
them shall be cut off from their people.  

the woman to go and sin no more. We can only wonder what 
happened to the man in this situation. He was not brought 
before Yeshua. 
  
Paul did not command death either: 
1 Corinthians 5:1,7, 11-13 
It is actually reported that there is sexual immorality among 
you, and such sexual immorality as is not even named among 
the Gentiles — that a man has his father's wife!  
…deliver such a one to Satan for the destruction of the flesh, 
that his spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus… 
7 Therefore purge out the old leaven, that you may be a new 
lump, since you truly are unleavened…11 
But now I have written to you not to keep company with 
anyone named a brother, who is sexually immoral, or 
covetous, or an idolater, or a reviler, or a drunkard, or an 
extortioner — not even to eat with such a person. 12 For 
what have I to do with judging those also who are outside? 
Do you not judge those who are inside? 13 But those who are 
outside God judges. Therefore "put away from yourselves 
the evil person." 
 
Why did they not impose the death penalty? Was the death 
penalty avoided because they were under Roman rule? It’s 
possible. We all know that it’s difficult for people to live 
under two or more legal systems, especially when the laws 
conflict with one another. We saw the process the religious 
leaders went through just to have Yeshua put to death. 
 
Was “cutting a person off” not only death, but a form of exile 
from the community? In a figurative sense, it seems so. It 
seems quite sufficient.  After all, it’s a picture of the wicked 
being outside the camp.  

19 'You shall not uncover the nakedness of your mother's sister nor of your Couples in certain incestuous relationships will bear the 



father's sister, for that would uncover his near of kin. They shall bear their 
guilt. 20 If a man lies with his uncle's wife, he has uncovered his uncle's 
nakedness. They shall bear their sin; they shall die childless. 21 If a man takes 
his brother's wife, it is an unclean thing. He has uncovered his brother's 
nakedness. They shall be childless.   

iniquity of their sin and die childless. 
 

22 'You shall therefore keep all My statutes and all My judgments, and 
perform them, that the land where I am bringing you to dwell may not vomit 
you out.  
 
23 And you shall not walk in the statutes of the nation which I am casting out 
before you; for they commit all these things, and therefore I abhor them.  
 
24 But I have said to you, "You shall inherit their land, and I will give it to you to 
possess, a land flowing with milk and honey." I am the Lord your God, who has 
separated (לְׂת ִי   .hivdaltiy) you from the peoples ; הִבְׂד ַ

 
25 You shall therefore distinguish between clean animals and unclean, 
between unclean birds and clean, and you shall not make yourselves 
abominable by beast or by bird, or by any kind of living thing that creeps on 
the ground, which I have separated from you as unclean.  
 
26 And you shall be holy ( קְׂדֹש ִים ; qedoshim) to Me, for I the Lord am holy 

 and have separated you from the peoples, that you should be ,(kadosh ; קָׁדֹוש  )

Mine.  
27 'A man or a woman who is a medium, or who has familiar spirits, shall 
surely be put to death; they shall stone them with stones. Their blood shall be 
upon them.'" 

The past several chapters we’ve been looking at 
encapsulate the concept that holiness or defilement is a 
result of what you do – either keeping or breaking 
God’s commandments. 
Lev. 18:30; 19:1, 37; 20:7-8, 22-26 
 

God repeatedly told His people to “be holy.”  That 
implies doing something.  That “something” was obeying 
God’s commandments.  God taught His people that 
holiness was a result of obeying laws which dealt with: 

 Eating what He declared to be clean instead of eating 
what He declared to be unclean or forbidden. 

 Avoiding idolatry which includes avoiding the occult. 

 Avoiding sexual immorality. 

 The proper worship of God including the 
performance of sacrifices. 

 Obeying YHVH’s laws regarding our relationships 
with other people. 

 
Generally speaking, 1 Corinthians 6 indicates that instead of 
going before the courts of this world when we have a matter 
against another brother, we should go before the saints to be 
judged.  It’s best to always behave righteously toward one 
another, but when that doesn’t happen, our judgments need 
to be righteous. 
 

Now is the time to learn/distinguish between the clean 



and the unclean, what’s righteous and unrighteous. The 
saints will judge angels and the world; you are not 
unworthy to judge the smallest matters. The wise and 
understanding, who know the Scriptures well, should 
judge between his brothers and sisters. At times, we 
should accept being wronged because in the end, the 
unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God. 
 
When our country’s laws are not in-line with YHVH’s, we 
are to separate ourselves, and obey and advocate 
YHVH’s laws to be followed instead. 

Revelation 22:11-17 
Note the consistency of Scripture from beginning to end.  There will always be two groups of people.  One will go on being wicked 
and filthy.  The other will obey God in order to be made holy.  God will reward the holy ones and they will spend eternity with Him.  
The homosexuals, those involved with the occult and with drugs, the sexually immoral, murderers, idol-worshippers, and everyone 
who loves and practices falsehood will remain outside and be cut off from God and His people. 
  

Purification is not something that is yet complete. It is on-going; it requires time.  It’s NOT something that was permanently accomplished by 

Yehua’s death. It’s something we must actively participate in, just like those in ancient times before Yeshua came as the Lamb of God.  

Titus 2:14: who gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from every lawless deed and purify for Himself His own special people, zealous for 

good works.  

James 4:8: Draw near to God and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify your hearts, you double-minded. 

1 Peter 1:22-23: Since you have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit in sincere love of the brethren, love one another 

fervently with a pure heart, 23 having been born again, not of corruptible seed but incorruptible, through the word of God which lives and abides 

forever, 

1 John 3:2-3: Beloved, now we are children of God; and it has not yet been revealed what we shall be, but we know that when He is revealed, we 

shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is. 3 And everyone who has this hope in Him purifies himself, just as He is pure. 



We can’t transmit our own purity to others, only our uncleanness. We are each responsible for remaining separate and purifying ourselves. 

The core teachings and significance of ritual purity, the Day of Atonements, the purpose of blood, and moral purity were part of the covenant 

relationship between YHVH and His people. Observing these things is what caused a person to be set apart or separated from the rest of 

mankind and be in covenant with YHVH.   

Let’s close this lesson by keeping all this in mind and looking at Acts 15:3-29. 

Requirements of Entering YHVH’s Covenant 
Acts 15:3-29 

So, being sent on their way by the church, they passed through 
Phoenicia and Samaria, describing the conversion of the Gentiles; 
and they caused great joy to all the brethren. 4 And when they had 
come to Jerusalem, they were received by the church and the 
apostles and the elders; and they reported all things that God had 
done with them. 5 But some of the sect of the Pharisees who 
believed rose up, saying, "It is necessary to circumcise them, and 
to command them to keep the law of Moses." 

The issue that was raised by the believing sect of the Pharisees was the 
conversion of the Gentiles. They felt it was necessary to circumcise them 
and to command them to keep the law of Moses. 

6 Now the apostles and elders came together to consider this 
matter.  
7 And when there had been much dispute, Peter rose up and said to 
them: "Men and brethren, you know that a good while ago God 
chose among us, that by my mouth the Gentiles should hear the 
word of the gospel and believe. 8 So God, who knows the heart, 
acknowledged them by giving them the Holy Spirit, just as He did 
to us, 9 and made no distinction between us and them, purifying 
their hearts by faith.  
10 Now therefore, why do you test God by putting a yoke on the 
neck of the disciples which neither our fathers nor we were able to 
bear? 11 But we believe that through the grace of the Lord Jesus 
Christ we shall be saved in the same manner as they."  

Peter said that God acknowledged the believing Gentiles by giving them 
the Holy Spirit, just as He did to the Jews. 
 
The hearts of both Jews and Gentiles were purified by faith. The means of 
salvation would be the same for both Jews and Gentiles; however, the law 
was not made void through faith (Romans 3:28-31). Faith and law are 
different things and have different purposes. 
 
What was this yoke that was too great to bear? Deuteronomy 30:11 
indicates the law Moses gave them was not too hard (נִפְׂלֵאת ; niphlet) 
for them to do. 
 
Niphlet is the niphal form of pala – It means to be beyond one's power, 
be difficult to do; or to be difficult to understand. 
 
If God repeatedly told His people to obey His commandments, they must 



be doable. James 1:25 describes it as the law of liberty. James repeats 
YHVH who spoke through Moses – blessing is the result of obedience. 

12 Then all the multitude kept silent and listened to Barnabas and 
Paul declaring how many miracles and wonders God had worked 
through them among the Gentiles. 13 And after they had become 
silent, James answered, saying, "Men and brethren, listen to me: 14 
Simon has declared how God at the first visited the Gentiles to take 
out of them a people for His name. 15 And with this the words of 
the prophets agree, just as it is written: 16 'After! this I will return 
And will rebuild the tabernacle of David, which has fallen down; I 
will rebuild its ruins, And I will set it up; 17 So that the rest of 
mankind may seek the Lord, Even all the Gentiles who are called by 
My name, Says the Lord who does all these things.' 18  "Known to 
God from eternity are all His works.   
 

To take out of the Gentiles a people for His name is the theme of 
separation. 

19 Therefore I judge that we should not trouble those from among 
the Gentiles who are turning to God, 20 but that we write to them 
to abstain from things polluted by idols, from sexual immorality 
(πορνείας; porneias), from things strangled (πνικτοῦ; suffocated, 
strangled; deprived of life without shedding blood), and from 
blood. 21 For Moses has had throughout many generations those 
who preach him in every city, being read in the synagogues every 
Sabbath."  
22 Then it pleased the apostles and elders, with the whole church, to 
send chosen men of their own company to Antioch with Paul and 
Barnabas, namely, Judas who was also named Barsabas, and Silas, 
leading men among the brethren.  
23 They wrote this, letter by them: 
The apostles, the elders, and the brethren, To the brethren who are 
of the Gentiles in Antioch, Syria, and Cilicia: 
Greetings.  
24 Since we have heard that some who went out from us have 
troubled you with words, unsettling your souls, saying, "You must 
be circumcised and keep the law" — to whom we gave no such 

The judgment rendered by the Jerusalem council was based upon the 
theme of separation. 
 
Be separated from: 

 Things (food, meat) offered to idols (1 Corinthians 8:4-13, 10:14-25). 
You don’t want to appear as if you are participating in 
idolatry/sacrifices to (have fellowship with) demons. Recall that 
children offered to Molech appears to be a form of sexual immorality, 
not just idolatry (Leviticus 18:21). 

 Blood – Literally: Consumption of blood, failing to remove it from a 
slaughtered animal. Figuratively: murder, shedding blood (Leviticus 
17). Yeshua’s blood was poured out after His death; it was not the 
means of death (John 19:34).  

 Things strangled - Blood not properly drained out (Leviticus 17:15-
16). Yeshua’s death was a death of suffocation while He hung on a 
tree. 

 Sexual immorality (defined in Leviticus 18) 
 
Note the way the theme above of sexual immorality surrounds the theme 



commandment —  25 it seemed good to us, being assembled with 
one accord, to send chosen men to you with our beloved Barnabas 
and Paul, 26 men who have risked their lives for the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 27 We have therefore sent Judas and Silas, who 
will also report the same things by word of mouth. 28 For it 
seemed good to the Holy Spirit, and to us, to lay upon you no 
greater burden than these necessary things: 29 that you abstain 
from things offered to idols, from blood, from things strangled, 
and from sexual immorality. If you keep yourselves from these, 
you will do well.  
Farewell. 
 

of blood; this is similar to the way our physical bodies encase/house our 
circulatory system which contains blood. 
 
Now consider: 1 Corinthians 6:18-20: 
18 Flee sexual immorality. Every sin that a man does is outside the body, 
but he who commits sexual immorality sins against his own body. 19 Or 
do you not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit who is in 
you, whom you have from God, and you are not your own? 20 For you 
were bought at a price; therefore glorify God in your body and in your 
spirit, which are God's.  
 
2 Corinthians 6:14-15 shares a similar theme: 
14 Do not be unequally yoked together with unbelievers. For what 
fellowship has righteousness with lawlessness? And what communion has 
light with darkness?  
 
1 John 1:3 
and truly our fellowship is with the Father and with His Son Yeshua 
Messiah. 
 
All of these things decided by the Jerusalem council needed to be the 
top priority for new Gentile believers; the rest they needed to do to 
remain in covenant could be learned in the synagogues on the Sabbath. 

 


