
Tazria and Metzora 

Leviticus 12:1 – 15:33 

In this lesson, we will be looking at 2 parashot with 3 topics: 

 Tazria – “conceived seed,” which includes  “tzara’at – leprosy” on a person (Leviticus 12:1-13:59) 

 Metzora – person with tzara’at (Leviticus 14:1-15:33) 

 

Tazria - She Conceives - Leviticus 12:1-13:59 

Ritual Impurity From Childbirth Discharges 
(Leviticus 12:1-8) 

Text Impressions/Comments 
Leviticus 12 
12:1 Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 2 "Speak to the children 
of Israel, saying: 'If a woman has conceived (ַַתַזְִריע ; conceived 

seed), and borne a male child, then she shall be unclean (וְטָמְאָה) 
seven days; as in the days of her customary impurity (ַ ֹותָה  she (ד ְ

shall be unclean (ת ִטְמָא).  
 
3 And on the eighth day the flesh of his foreskin ( עְָרלָתוַֹב ְשַֹר  ) shall 

be circumcised (יִמ ֹול).  
 
4 She shall then continue in the blood of her purification thirty-three 
days.  
 
She shall not touch any hallowed thing, nor come into the 
sanctuary until the days of her purification (ַ יְמֵי טָהֳָרה) are fulfilled.  

 

 zera: seed, fruit, plant ; זֶַרע
 
The mother is unclean 7 days. 
 
What does the blood of the circumcision on the 8th day do? It seems to 
shorten the purification process. 
 
The eighth day = 8 (perfection) = 7 (completion) + 1 (beginning). 
 
The period for the purification process is 40 days (7+33). 

 Can be described as (7 + [11X3]) 

 40 (trials, testing, or rest) = 7 (completion) + multiple of 3 (separation)  
 
It seems the purification of the male baby is a picture of Yeshua. He was 
tested, and became the complete propitiation for our sins. He now lives 
separate from His people. 

 
5 'But if she bears a female child, then she shall be unclean two 

The mother is unclean 14 days. 
 



weeks, as in her customary impurity, and she shall continue in the 
blood of her purification sixty-six days.  
 

Since there was no blood of circumcision, she must continue in the 
“blood of her purification” another 14 days.  
 
This is a total of 80 days (14+66), double that for a male child. 

 Can be described as ([2X7] + [11X6]). 

 80 (Rest) = 2(Witness) 7 (Completion) + multiple of 6 (sin, world, man) 
 
It seems the purification of the female baby is a picture of our eternal 
rest which will be complete after the 2 witnesses call for our sinful world 
to repent and after Yeshua returns to defeat his enemies. 

6 'When the days of her purification are fulfilled, whether for a son 
or a daughter, she shall bring to the priest a lamb of the first year as 
a burnt offering, and a young pigeon or a turtledove as a sin offering, 
to the door of the tabernacle of meeting.  
 
7 Then he shall offer it before the Lord, and make atonement for 
her. And she shall be clean from the flow of her blood. This is the 
law for her who has borne a male or a female.  
 
8 'And if she is not able to bring a lamb, then she may bring two 
turtledoves or two young pigeons — one as a burnt offering and the 
other as a sin offering. So the priest shall make atonement for her, 
and she will be clean.'" 

Purification time is complete, yet blood must still be shed. 
 
Lamb of 1st year: burnt offering 
Young pigeon or turtledove as sin offering. 
 
OR  
 
2 young pigeons or turtledoves, 1 as burnt offering and 1 as sin offering. 
 
 
This blood atonement is not just for sin and trespasses; it is also for 
uncleanness. This is what completes the cleansing process. 
 
  

Ephesians 5:25-28 
Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself for her, 26 that He might sanctify and cleanse her with the 
washing of water by the word, 27 that He might present her to Himself a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing, but that 
she should be holy and without blemish.  
 
Hebrews 9:13-15 
For if the blood of bulls and goats and the ashes of a heifer, sprinkling the unclean, sanctifies for the purifying of the flesh, 14 how much more 
shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without spot to God, cleanse your conscience from dead works to serve 
the living God? 
 



The ability of Yeshua’s blood to cleanse parallels not only the blood of bulls, goats, and ashes of a heifer, but any of the sacrificial offerings, even 
those offered for the cleansing of a woman that has delivered a child. 

 

Law of “Leprosy” On A Person 
(Leviticus 13:1-59) 

The Hebrew word for leprosy is צַָרעַת (tzara’at).   

 
It is NOT the same thing as Hansen’s disease which is an infection caused by a slow-growing bacteria called Mycobacterium leprae. This infection 
can affect the skin, eyes, nasal mucosa (lining of the nose), and nerves. Mode of transmission is unknown. 
 
Tzara’at is NOT a communicable disease. It is a spiritual condition. 

Leviticus 13:1-17 
Leprous sore (נֶגַע עַָרעַת ; 
plague of leprosy): 

 Swelling (ש ְאֵת ; s’et), 

scab (ַחַת  ,(sapachat ; סַפ 

or bright spot (בַהֶֶרת ; 

vaheret) like a leprous 

sore (לְנֶגַע עָָרעַת ; like 

the plague of tzara’at) 

 Hair on the sore (ב ַנ ֶגַע ; 

in the plague) has 

turned white (לָבָן ; 

lavan) 

 Sore appears deeper 

than the skin of his 

body. 

 He is unclean 

 

 If negative, isolate 7 

Leviticus 13:18-23 
Leprous sore (נֶגַע עַָרעַת ; 
plague of leprosy) 
examined by priest after 
healing of a boil: 

 A white swelling or a 

bright spot, reddish-

white (ֶמת  ; אֲַדמְד ָ

adamdamet) 

 Appears deeper than the 

skin, and its hair has 

turned white, 

 He unclean.  

 

 If it has faded, then the 
priest shall isolate him 
seven days. 

 When re-examined ono 
the 7th day, if it spreads 
over the skin at all, then 
the priest shall 

Leviticus 13:24-28 
Leprous sore (נֶגַע עַָרעַת ; 
plague of leprosy) 
examined by priest after 
healing of a burn: 

 If the raw flesh of the 
burn becomes a bright 
spot, reddish-white or 
white 

 The hair of the bright 
spot has turned white 

 Appears deeper than 
the skin 

 He is unclean.  
 

 If there are no white 
hairs in the bright spot, 
and it is not deeper 
than the skin, but has 
faded, then the priest 
shall isolate him seven 
days.  

Leviticus 13:29-37 
Scaly leprosy examined by 
priest on the head or the 
beard: 

 If it appears deeper 
than the skin 

 Has thin yellow hair in 
it 

 He is unclean.  

 It is a scaly leprosy (נֶתֶק 
; neteq) of the head or 
beard.  
 

 If it does not appear 
deeper than the skin 
and there is no black 
hair in it, then the priest 
shall isolate the one 
who has the scale seven 
days.  

 When re-examined on 
the 7th day, if the scale 

Other: 
 
Leviticus 13:38-39 
Bright Spots: 

 If a man or a woman 
has bright spots on 
the skin of the body, 
specifically white 
bright spots, then 
the priest shall look; 
and indeed if the 
bright spots on the 
skin of the body are 
dull white, it is a 
white spot that 
grows on the skin. 
He is clean.  

 
Leviticus 13:40-44 
Baldness vs. Leprosy: 

 "As for the man 
whose hair has fallen 



days. Re-examine on the 
7th day. 

 If no change from the 
original examination, 
isolate another 7 days. 

 If improved, he is 
declared clean. He shall 
wash his clothes and be 
pronounced clean. 

 If it has spread, he is 
declared unclean. 

 
1. If the original 

symptoms are 

originally accompanied 

by raw flesh, it is an 

old leprosy. He is 

declared unclean. No 

isolation takes place. 

2. If the leprosy covers 

the entire body, the 

person is declared 

clean (vs. 12-13). If 

raw flesh appears on 

him, he is declared 

unclean. If the raw 

flesh turns white again, 

he is declared clean. 

 
When someone is 
completely covered by the 

pronounce him unclean. 
It is a leprous sore.  

 If the bright spot stays in 
one place, and has not 
spread, it is the scar of 
the boil; and the priest 
shall pronounce him 
clean. 

 
  

 When re-examined, on 
the 7th day, if it has at 
all spread over the skin, 
then the priest shall 
pronounce him unclean. 
It is a leprous sore.  

 If the bright spot stays 
in one place, and has 
not spread on the skin, 
but has faded, it is a 
swelling from the burn; 
and the priest shall 
pronounce him clean.  

 

has not spread, and 
there is no yellow hair 
in it, and the scale does 
not appear deeper than 
the skin, he shall shave 
himself, but the scale 
he shall not shave. 

 And the priest shall 
isolate the one who has 
the scale another seven 
days.  

 The priest will re-
examine the scale; if 
the scale has not spread 
over the skin, and does 
not appear deeper than 
the skin, then the priest 
shall pronounce him 
clean.  

 He shall wash his 
clothes and be clean.  
 

 But if the scale should 
at all spread over the 
skin after his cleansing, 
then the priest shall 
examine him; and 
indeed if the scale has 
spread over the skin, 
the priest need not seek 
for yellow hair. He is 
unclean. 

 But if the scale appears 
to be at a standstill, and 

from his head, he is 
bald, but he is clean. 
He whose hair has 
fallen from his 
forehead, he is bald 
on the forehead, but 
he is clean.  
 

 And if there is on the 
bald head or bald 
forehead a reddish-
white sore, it is 
leprosy breaking out 
on his bald head or 
his bald forehead.  

 Then the priest shall 
examine it; and 
indeed if the swelling 
of the sore is 
reddish-white on his 
bald head or on his 
bald forehead, as the 
appearance of 
leprosy on the skin 
of the body 

 He is a leprous man. 
He is unclean. The 
priest shall surely 
pronounce him 
unclean; his sore is 
on his head.  

 
Leviticus 13:45-46 
"Now the leper on 



leprosy, he is declared 
clean. This is an indication 
that it is not a 
communicable health 
disease such as Hansen’s 
disease. 

there is black hair 
grown up in it, the scale 
has healed. He is clean, 
and the priest shall 
pronounce him clean.  

 

whom the sore is, his 
clothes shall be torn 
and his head bare; and 
he shall cover his 
mustache, and cry, 
'Unclean! Unclean!' 46 
He shall be unclean. All 
the days he has the sore 
he shall be unclean. He 
is unclean, and he shall 
dwell alone; his 
dwelling shall be 
outside the camp. 
 

When something appears deeper than the skin, it is something not easily removed. It is a serious condition. 
 
Consider the idiom: beauty is only skin deep; a person may look good on the outside but their personality which comes from the inside may 
not match what is seen on the outside. 
 
Leprosy is an outward indication that something is seriously spiritually awry on the inside. A person with leprosy is spiritually dead. They 
appear to us in a variety of ways. We have to learn to spot them and stay away from them if at all possible. 

 

Law of Tzara’at in a Wool or Linen Garment 
Leviticus 13:47-59 

The Text Impressions/Comments 

 
47 "Also, if a garment has a leprous plague (נֶגַע צָָרעַת ; nega tzara’at) in it, whether it is:  

 a woolen garment 

 a linen garment 

 in the warp or woof of linen or wool 

 in leather or in anything made of leather,  
 

49 and if the plague is greenish or reddish in the garment or in the leather, whether in the warp 

A leprous plague in clothing or homes is 
NOT mildew. 
 
Wool and linen seem to represent people, 
society, or community. 
 
Warp refers to threads that run lengthwise; 
woof refers to threads that run across. 



or in the woof, or in anything made of leather, it is a leprous plague and shall be shown to the 
priest.  
 
50 The priest shall examine the plague and isolate that which has the plague seven days.  
 
51 And he shall examine the plague on the seventh day. If the plague has spread in the garment, 
either in the warp or in the woof, in the leather or in anything made of leather, the plague is an 
active leprosy. It is unclean.  
 
52 He shall therefore burn that garment in which is the plague, whether warp or woof, in wool or 
in linen, or anything of leather, for it is an active leprosy; the garment shall be burned in the fire.  
 
53 "But if the priest examines it, and indeed the plague has not spread in the garment, either in 
the warp or in the woof, or in anything made of leather,  
 
54 then the priest shall command that they wash the thing in which is the plague; and he shall 
isolate it another seven days.  
 
55 Then the priest shall examine the plague after it has been washed; and indeed if the plague has 
not changed its color, though the plague has not spread, it is unclean, and you shall burn it in 
the fire; it continues eating away, whether the damage is outside or inside.  
 
56 If the priest examines it, and indeed the plague has faded after washing it, then he shall tear it 
out of the garment, whether out of the warp or out of the woof, or out of the leather.  
 
57 But if it appears again in the garment, either in the warp or in the woof, or in anything made of 
leather, it is a spreading plague; you shall burn with fire that in which is the plague.  
 
58 And if you wash the garment, either warp or woof, or whatever is made of leather, if the 
plague has disappeared from it, then it shall be washed a second time, and shall be clean.  
 
59 "This is the law of the leprous plague in a garment of wool or linen, either in the warp or woof, 
or in anything made of leather, to pronounce it clean or to pronounce it unclean."  
 

Together they make up fabric (literal fabric, 
and the fabric of society). Not only regular 
fabric; “warp and woof” is the essential 
foundation or base of any structure or 
organization. 
 
Leather represents people too; after all, it is 
made of animal skin.  
 
Consider Leviticus 19:19, Deuteronomy 
22:11. 
 
Whenever a plague broke out among the 
people, it was to destroy them for a serious 
transgression or sin. It was to remove a 
deadly infection from the camp; otherwise, 
the serious spiritual condition would take 
over and consume the whole camp. 
 
Leprosy is a picture of this kind of serious 
condition. How the priest examined and 
isolated the leprosy is how we need to 
examine and isolate the evil in our lives and 
assemblies. 
 
Uncleanness is a serious spiritual condition. 
Sometimes it is so severe that it must be 
destroyed by fire, specifically the lake of 
fire. 
 
Instructions on how to deal with: 

 a brother who sins against you is found 
in Matthew 18:15-17. 

 Sexual immorality in the assembly. 1 Cor. 



5:1-5 
We must judge with righteous judgement. 
John 7:24 

 

Metzora - Person Afflicted With Tzara’at - Leviticus 14:1-15:33 

Law of the Metzora for the Day of His Cleansing 
Leviticus 14:1-32 

 

14:1 Then the Lord spoke to Moses, 
saying, 2 "This shall be the law of the 
leper ( מ ְצָֹרעהַַ  ; the metzora) for the 
day of his cleansing: He shall be 
brought to the priest. 3 And the priest 
shall go out of the camp, and the 
priest shall examine him; and indeed, 
if the leprosy is healed (ָא  in the (נְִרפ 

leper,  
 
4 then the priest shall command to 
take for him who is to be cleansed 
two living and clean birds, cedar 
wood, scarlet, and hyssop.  
 
5 And the priest shall command that 
one of the birds be killed in an 
earthen vessel over running water. 
 
 6 As for the living bird, he shall take 
it, the cedar wood and the scarlet and 
the hyssop, and dip them and the 
living bird in the blood of the bird 
that was killed over the running 

10 "And on the eighth day he shall take two male 
lambs without blemish, one ewe lamb of the first 
year without blemish, three-tenths of an ephah of 
fine flour mixed with oil as a grain offering, and one 
log of oil.  
 
11 Then the priest who makes him clean shall 
present the man who is to be made clean, and those 
things, before the Lord, at the door of the 
tabernacle of meeting.  
 
12 And the priest shall take one male lamb and offer 
it as a trespass offering, and the log of oil, and wave 
them as a wave offering before the Lord.  
 
13 Then he shall kill the lamb in the place where he 
kills the sin offering and the burnt offering, in a holy 
place; for as the sin offering is the priest's, so is the 
trespass offering. It is most holy.  
 
14 The priest shall take some of the blood of the 
trespass offering, and the priest shall put it on the 
tip of the right ear of him who is to be cleansed, on 
the thumb of his right hand, and on the big toe of 

21 "But if he is poor and cannot afford it, then 
he shall take one male lamb as a trespass 
offering to be waved, to make atonement for 
him, one-tenth of an ephah of fine flour mixed 
with oil as a grain offering, a log of oil, 22 and 
two turtledoves or two young pigeons, such as 
he is able to afford: one shall be a sin offering 
and the other a burnt offering.  
 
23 He shall bring them to the priest on the 
eighth day for his cleansing, to the door of the 
tabernacle of meeting, before the Lord.  
 
24 And the priest shall take the lamb of the 
trespass offering and the log of oil, and the 
priest shall wave them as a wave offering before 
the Lord. 25 Then he shall kill the lamb of the 
trespass offering, and the priest shall take some 
of the blood of the trespass offering and put it 
on the tip of the right ear of him who is to be 
cleansed, on the thumb of his right hand, and on 
the big toe of his right foot.  
 
26 And the priest shall pour some of the oil into 



water.  
 
7 And he shall sprinkle it seven times 
on him who is to be cleansed from 
the leprosy, and shall pronounce him 
clean, and shall let the living bird 
loose in the open field.  
 
8 He who is to be cleansed shall wash 
his clothes, shave off all his hair, and 
wash himself in water, that he may 
be clean. After that he shall come 
into the camp, and shall stay outside 
his tent seven days.  
 
9 But on the seventh day he shall 
shave all the hair off his head and his 
beard and his eyebrows — all his hair 
he shall shave off. He shall wash his 
clothes and wash his body in water, 
and he shall be clean.  
 
  
 
 

his right foot.  
 
15 And the priest shall take some of the log of oil, 
and pour it into the palm of his own left hand. 16 
Then the priest shall dip his right finger in the oil 
that is in his left hand, and shall sprinkle some of 
the oil with his finger seven times before the Lord. 
17 And of the rest of the oil in his hand, the priest 
shall put some on the tip of the right ear of him who 
is to be cleansed, on the thumb of his right hand, 
and on the big toe of his right foot, on the blood of 
the trespass offering. 18 The rest of the oil that is in 
the priest's hand he shall put on the head of him 
who is to be cleansed. So the priest shall make 
atonement for him before the Lord.  
 
19 "Then the priest shall offer the sin offering, and 
make atonement for him who is to be cleansed from 
his uncleanness. Afterward he shall kill the burnt 
offering. 20 And the priest shall offer the burnt 
offering and the grain offering on the altar. So the 
priest shall make atonement for him, and he shall 
be clean. 
 
A log is a unit of measurement. 

the palm of his own left hand. 27 Then the priest 
shall sprinkle with his right finger some of the 
oil that is in his left hand seven times before the 
Lord. 28 And the priest shall put some of the oil 
that is in his hand on the tip of the right ear of 
him who is to be cleansed, on the thumb of the 
right hand, and on the big toe of his right foot, 
on the place of the blood of the trespass 
offering. 29 The rest of the oil that is in the 
priest's hand he shall put on the head of him 
who is to be cleansed, to make atonement for 
him before the Lord.  
 
30 And he shall offer one of the turtledoves or 
young pigeons, such as he can afford —  31 such 
as he is able to afford, the one as a sin offering 
and the other as a burnt offering, with the grain 
offering. So the priest shall make atonement for 
him who is to be cleansed before the Lord.  
 
32 This is the law for one who had a leprous 
sore, who cannot afford the usual cleansing."  

 

A metzora cannot simply perform the purification ritual for cleansing from tzara’at in order to be healed.  He must first be healed by 
God.  The priest must come to him outside the camp to see if he has truly been healed before the purification ritual can be 
performed. 
 
The Hebrew word for “clean” throughout Leviticus 14:7-11 is taher.  The Greek Septuagint uses the word “katharizo” (verb) and 
“katharos” (noun).  The term “clean” is repeated several times for the various stages that occur over a period of 7 days.  The Jews 
understand that the healed metzora experiences various degrees of contamination during the purification process.  



 

 First -- the healed metzora can enter the camp of the Israelites. 

 Second – the person’s head, beard, and eyebrows are shaved. 

 Third – the person brings offerings but still remains only at the entrance of the Tabernacle until the sacrifices are complete.  
Then he may finally enter the Tabernacle. 

 
Luke 17:11-19 is the account of the ten lepers Yeshua cleansed:  “Now it happened as He went to Jerusalem that He passed through 
the midst of Samaria and Galilee. 12 Then as He entered a certain village, there met Him ten men who were lepers, who stood afar 
off. 13 And they lifted up their voices and said, “Yeshua, Master, have mercy on us!” 14 So when He saw them, He said to them, “Go, 
show yourselves to the priests.” And so it was that as they went, they were cleansed [kathariso].  15 And one of them, when he saw 
that he was healed [iaomai], returned, and with a loud voice glorified God, 16 and fell down on his face at His feet, giving Him 
thanks. And he was a Samaritan. 17 So Yeshua answered and said, “Were there not ten cleansed [kathariso]? But where are the 
nine?  18 Were there not any found who returned to give glory to God except this foreigner?”  19 And He said to him, “Arise, go your 
way. Your faith has made you well.”  
 
The Hebrew word for healed is raphah.  The Greek Septuagint uses the equivalent word iaomai for “healed” in Leviticus 14:3.  
Remember, God must heal a metzora and the priest must verify that healing has taken place before he can perform the 
purification ritual to accomplish cleansing. 
 
This passage in Luke 17:11-19 is really an incredible story.  The ten people with tzara’at asked Yeshua for mercy so He told them to 
go and present themselves to the priest.  As they were on their way to do so, one of them noticed he had been healed (iaomai) and 
returned to give thanks to Yeshua.  What’s amazing here is that verse 14 says they had been cleansed (katharizo).  That’s what they 
were supposed to go to the priest for. 
   
This was a great testimony of Yeshua’ identity to the priests and others who had never seen a healed metzora.  In Luke 4:27, Yeshua 
said that during the three years of famine during Elijah’s time, only Naaman the Syrian had been cleansed (katharizo) of tzara’at 
even though many others were afflicted with it during that time.  I don’t know of any record of others with tzara’at being healed or 
cleansed other than Moses’ sister, Miriam.  Certainly, this caused many priests to believe Yeshua was the Messiah.   
 



The purification ritual for the healed metzora (Leviticus 14:1-32) has similarities with the preparation of the ashes of a red heifer --  
the purification water that is made with those ashes was is used to purify someone from sin when they’ve come in contact with a 
dead body (Numbers 19:1-22): 
 

 They both are performed outside the camp. 

 Both have a 7 day purification period.  On the eighth day, a new creature emerges. 

 Both use cedar wood, hyssop, scarlet yarn, blood, and water as part of the purification ritual.   
 
The cedar wood is a reminder of the wooden cross that Yeshua died on.  The scarlet yarn is a reminder of sin.  Hyssop is a reminder 
of how the blood was applied to the lintels and doorposts of the Hebrews’ houses prior to the Passover and a reminder of David 
saying, “Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; Wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow.” (Psalm 51:7)  Blood and water is a 
reminder of the birth of a baby and also a reminder of the blood and water that flowed out of Yeshua’ side when He was pierced by 
a soldier after his death (John 19:34).  It also reminds me of Zechariah 13:1 which says, “In that day a fountain shall be opened for 
the house of David and for the inhabitants of Jerusalem, for sin and for uncleanness.”  Hebrews 9:18-22 explains, “This is why the first 
covenant too was inaugurated with blood. After Moshe [Moses] had proclaimed every command of the Torah to all the people, he 
took the blood of the calves with some water and used scarlet wool and hyssop to sprinkle both the scroll itself and all the people; 
and he said, “This is the blood of the covenant which God has ordained for you.”   Likewise, he sprinkled with the blood both the Tent 
and all the things used in its ceremonies. In fact, according to the Torah, almost everything is purified with blood; indeed, without the 
shedding of blood there is no forgiveness of sins.”  (CJB)      
 
The purification ritual for the healed metzora found in Leviticus 14:1-32 also has similarities with the Nazirite who became defiled 
due to contact with a dead body: 
 

 Both have to shave hair off their heads on the seventh day—the day of their cleansing. This pictures being born again. 

 They both have to offer a sin offering, a burnt offering, and a trespass offering. This provides atonement and forgiveness.  

The purification ritual for the healed metzora found in Leviticus 14:1-32 also has similarities with the consecration of Aaron and his 
sons, which is described in Leviticus 8:19-21. 

 



 To make the metzora clean: The trespass offering (male lamb) and the oil was waved before YHVH as a wave offering; the 
blood of the lamb and some of the oil was applied to the tip of the right ear, the thumb of his right hand, and the big toe of 
his right foot. The priest also sprinkled some of the oil with his finger 7 times before YHVH.  

 To consecrate Aaron and his sons: The blood of the ram of consecration was applied to the tip of the right ear, the thumb of 
the right hand, and the big toe of the right foot. A wave offering was waved before YHVH. It consisted of the right thigh, 1 
unleavened cake, a cake of bread anointed with oil, and 1 wafer put on the fat (the fatty portions and  the kidneys) and right 
thigh. Previously, Moses anointed the altar by sprinkling the altar 7 times to consecrate it (the rest of the tabernacle and 
furnishings were also consecrated with oil, including Aaron and his sons). 

 
This leads me to believe that as a metzora is cleansed, he is consecrated to God. 
 
Being a metzora and contact with a dead body show us the most severe forms of uncleanness because they require a purification 
ritual that pictures death, rebirth, and/or resurrection.  All other less severe forms of uncleanness require immersion in a baptismal 
pool (mikveh=ritual bath) and time passing until evening. 
 
Someone who has never trusted Yeshua as their Savior is as spiritually dead as a metzora who still walks the earth.  They are defiled 
and unclean.  They need the atonement and forgiveness of sin that Yeshua’ blood offers and they need their sins taken away.  They 
need to be cleansed by the blood and water of Yeshua’ sacrifice.  Aren’t you glad 1 John 1:9 says, “If we confess our sins, He is 
faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us [katharizo]  from all unrighteousness”?   
 
Combined, these three parallels reveal to us that Yeshua would die on the cross to provide atonement and forgiveness of sin in 
order to rescue us from the curse of death. When we trust in the blood atonement of Yeshua’s sacrifice, we are born again so that 
we can be consecrated to serve YHVH. 
 

Law of “Leprosy” For A House in Canaan  
(Leviticus 14:33-57) 

 

When a leprous plague (נֶגַע צַָרעַת ; nega 

tzara’at) is in a house, the owner must go 
to the priest who will: 

 36 Command that they empty the 
house, before the priest goes into it to 

 If it has spread, the priest shall command 

that they take away the stones in which is 

the plague, and they shall cast them into an 

unclean place outside the city.  

 If the priest examines it, and the plague has 

not spread in the house after the house was 

plastered, then the priest shall pronounce the 

house clean, because the plague is healed.  



examine the plague, that all that is in 
the house may not be made unclean;  

 Afterward the priest shall go in to 
examine the house.  

 If the plague is on the walls of the 
house with ingrained streaks, greenish 
or reddish, which appear to be deep in 
the wall, then the priest will shut up 
the house seven days. 

 On the seventh day, the priest will 
check to see if the plague has spread 
on the walls of the house. 

 
 
 
 

 He shall cause the house to be scraped 

inside, all around, and the dust that they 

scrape off they shall pour out in an unclean 

place outside the city.  

 They will be replaced with other stones 

plaster the house with new mortar. 

 

 If the plague comes back and breaks out 

and spreads in the house, it is an active 

leprosy. It is unclean.  

 All of the house (stones, timber, plaster) 

will be disassembled and carried outside 

the city to an unclean place.  

 Whoever goes into the house at all while it 

is shut up shall be unclean until evening. 

 Whoever lies down in the house shall wash 
his clothes, and he who eats in the house 
shall wash his clothes.  

 

 

 

 And he shall take, to cleanse the house, two 

birds, cedar wood, scarlet, and hyssop.  

 Then he shall kill one of the birds in an earthen 
vessel over running water;  

 and he shall take the cedar wood, the hyssop, 
the scarlet, and the living bird, and dip them in 
the blood of the slain bird and in the running 
water,  

 and sprinkle the house seven times.  
 
 

 And he shall cleanse the house with the blood 
of the bird and the running water and the living 
bird, with the cedar wood, the hyssop, and the 
scarlet.  

 Then he shall let the living bird loose outside 
the city in the open field, and make atonement 
for the house, and it shall be clean.  
 

 

Above is the procedure for houses with tzara’at.  Notice in verse 36 that a person’s belongings should be removed prior to the priest 

declaring the house unclean.  Once the house is declared unclean, everything in it is also unclean.  That’s why everything needs to be 

removed prior to that declaration.  This is another reason tzara’at is not caused by viruses, mold, bacteria, or poor hygiene.  Once 

the house is declared healed of plague, the purification ritual must be performed. 

Let’s look at another set of thematic connections for tzara’at.  

Leviticus 14:48-56 
Purification of house healed from tzara’at 

Numbers 19:1-13 
Ashes of a Red Heifer 

Leviticus 4:13-21 
Unintentional Sin of Congregation of Israel 

 



If the plague of tzara’at has not spread in the 
house after it was freshly plastered, then the 
priest shall pronounce it clean, because the 
plague is healed.  

Whoever comes in contact with a dead body will be 
unclean for 7 days. He must purify himself with the 
water of purification that contains the ashes of a red 
heifer on the 3

rd
 and 7

th
 day in order to become clean. 

 
To make the water of purification: 
Bring to the priest a red heifer without and on which a 
yoke has never come…  

When an unintentional sin, hidden from the 
congregation becomes known, the assembly shall 
offer a young bull for the sin before the 
tabernacle of meeting because they are guilty.  

To cleanse the house, take two birds, cedar 
wood, scarlet, and hyssop.  
 
Kill one of the birds in an earthen vessel over 
running water. 
 
Take the cedar wood, the hyssop, the scarlet, 
and the living bird, and dip them in the blood of 
the slain bird and in the running water, and 
sprinkle the house seven times. 
 

The priest will take it outside the camp and slaughter 
it. 
 
The priest will take some of its blood with his finger, 
and sprinkle some of its blood seven times directly in 
front of the tabernacle of meeting. 
 

The elders of the congregation shall: 

 Lay their hands on the head of the bull.  

 Kill it before the Lord. 

 The anointed priest shall bring some of the 
bull’s blood to the tabernacle of meeting, dip 
his finger in the blood and sprinkle it seven 
times before the Lord, in front of the veil. 

 He shall put some of the blood on the horns of 
the altar of incense. 

 He shall pour the remaining blood at the base 
of the altar of burnt offering. 

Cleanse the house with the blood of the bird 
and the running water and the living bird, with 
the cedar wood, the hyssop, and the scarlet. 
  
Let the living bird loose outside the city in the 
open field, and make atonement for the house, 
and it shall be clean.  
 
 

Then the heifer shall be burned in his sight with cedar 
wood and hyssop and scarlet.  
 
Then the priest shall wash his clothes, he shall bathe in 
water, come into the camp and be unclean until 
evening.  
 
A clean man shall gather the ashes of the heifer, store 
them outside the camp in a clean place, and be 
unclean until evening. 
 
The ashes shall be kept for the congregation of the 
children of Israel and the stranger who dwells among 
them for the water of purification; it is for purifying 
from sin.  

He shall take all the fat from it and burn it on the 
altar as a sin offering.  
 
So the priest shall make atonement for them, and 
it shall be forgiven them.  
 
Then he shall carry the bull outside the camp, and 
burn it as he burned the first bull. It is a sin 
offering for the assembly.  
 

The actions of dipping and sprinkling blood 7 times connects these 3 parallels together. 
 
The purification of a house healed of tzara’at is a picture of the death, burial, and resurrection of Yeshua. Yeshua did this for the whole house of Israel and for 



those who would be grafted into Israel. 
 
Yeshua was our red heifer. We will discuss this more when we cover the Torah portion called “Hukkat.” Yeshua gave his life as a propitiation for our sins and to 
cleanse us from unrighteousness. The gathering of the ashes has to do with how Yeshua’s body was taken down from the cross and buried, and with what 
happened to those involved in that process. 
 
The sin offering described above was for the whole congregation/assembly of Israel. 
 
The purpose of each parallel is ultimately to cleanse/purify and provide atonement. 

 

The Hebrew word for house is bayit.  It can also mean family or household.  Since the ashes of a red heifer were for the children of 
Israel and the strangers among them and since the thematic connections are similar to that of a sin offering for the whole 
congregation of Israel, it would seem that when tzara’at afflicts houses, it is a result of a sin of the entire household. 
 
Notice that the ritual with the birds is used for both an individual with tzara’at (individual people) and for a house with tzara’at 
(whole house of Israel). This ritual represents Yeshua: 

 The bird that was killed:  Yeshua was killed as a sacrifice for our sins. He died on a wooden cross. We do not know what kind 
of tree this was. Our sins which were like scarlet were atoned by His blood. As He hung on the cross, blood must have 
sprinkled down from the wounds on His head, 2 hands/wrists, and 2 feet. While He was on the cross, He became thirsty. 
They filled a sponge with sour wine, put it on hyssop, and put it to His mouth. So when Yeshua had received the sour wine, 
He said, “It is finished!” When the soldier thrust a spear through Him, both water and blood flowed out. The blood of Yeshua 
Messiah cleanses us from all sin and unrighteousness ((John 19:29, 34; 1 John 1:7, 9) 

 The bird that flew away: Yeshua’s resurrection from the dead and eventual return to the Father. 
 

Ritual Impurity From Bodily Discharges 
(Leviticus 15:1-33) 

15 And the Lord spoke to Moses 
and Aaron, saying, 2 "Speak to 
the children of Israel, and say to 
them: 'When any man has a 
discharge from his body, his 
discharge is unclean.  

16 'If any man has an emission 
of semen, then he shall wash all 
his body in water, and be 
unclean until evening.  
 
17 And any garment and any 

19 'If a woman has a discharge, 
and the discharge from her 
body is blood, she shall be set 
apart seven days; and whoever 
touches her shall be unclean 
until evening.  

25 'If a woman has a discharge 
of blood for many days, other 
than at the time of her 
customary impurity, or if it runs 
beyond her usual time of 
impurity, all the days of her 



 
3 And this shall be his 
uncleanness in regard to his 
discharge — whether his body 
runs with his discharge, or his 
body is stopped up by his 
discharge, it is his uncleanness.  
 
4 Every bed is unclean on which 
he who has the discharge lies, 
and everything on which he sits 
shall be unclean.  
 
5 And whoever touches his bed 
shall wash his clothes and bathe 
in water, and be unclean until 
evening.  
 
6 He who sits on anything on 
which he who has the discharge 
sat shall wash his clothes and 
bathe in water, and be unclean 
until evening.  
 
7 And he who touches the body 
of him who has the discharge 
shall wash his clothes and bathe 
in water, and be unclean until 
evening.  
 
8 If he who has the discharge 
spits on him who is clean, then 
he shall wash his clothes and 
bathe in water, and be unclean 

leather on which there is semen, 
it shall be washed with water, 
and be unclean until evening.  
 
18 Also, when a woman lies with 
a man, and there is an emission 
of semen, they shall bathe in 
water, and be unclean until 
evening. 
  
 

 
20 Everything that she lies on 
during her impurity shall be 
unclean; also everything that she 
sits on shall be unclean.  
 
21 Whoever touches her bed 
shall wash his clothes and bathe 
in water, and be unclean until 
evening.  
 
22 And whoever touches 
anything that she sat on shall 
wash his clothes and bathe in 
water, and be unclean until 
evening.  
 
23 If anything is on her bed or on 
anything on which she sits, when 
he touches it, he shall be 
unclean until evening.  
 
24 And if any man lies with her 
at all, so that her impurity is on 
him, he shall be unclean seven 
days; and every bed on which he 
lies shall be unclean. 
  
 
 

unclean discharge shall be as 
the days of her customary 
impurity. She shall be unclean.  
 
26 Every bed on which she lies 
all the days of her discharge shall 
be to her as the bed of her 
impurity; and whatever she sits 
on shall be unclean, as the 
uncleanness of her impurity.  
 
27 Whoever touches those 
things shall be unclean; he shall 
wash his clothes and bathe in 
water, and be unclean until 
evening.  
 
28 'But if she is cleansed of her 
discharge, then she shall count 
for herself seven days, and after 
that she shall be clean.  
 
29 And on the eighth day she 
shall take for herself two 
turtledoves or two young 
pigeons, and bring them to the 
priest, to the door of the 
tabernacle of meeting.  
 
30 Then the priest shall offer the 
one as a sin offering and the 
other as a burnt offering, and 
the priest shall make atonement 
for her before the Lord for the 



until evening.  
 
9 Any saddle on which he who 
has the discharge rides shall be 
unclean.  
 
10 Whoever touches anything 
that was under him shall be 
unclean until evening. He who 
carries any of those things shall 
wash his clothes and bathe in 
water, and be unclean until 
evening.  
 
11 And whomever the one who 
has the discharge touches, and 
has not rinsed his hands in 
water, he shall wash his clothes 
and bathe in water, and be 
unclean until evening.  
 
12 The vessel of earth that he 
who has the discharge touches 
shall be broken, and every vessel 
of wood shall be rinsed in water.  
 
13 'And when he who has a 
discharge is cleansed of his 
discharge, then he shall count 
for himself seven days for his 
cleansing, wash his clothes, and 
bathe his body in running water; 
then he shall be clean.  
 

discharge of her uncleanness. 
  
31 'Thus you shall separate the 
children of Israel from their 
uncleanness, lest they die in 
their uncleanness when they 
defile My tabernacle that is 
among them.  
 
32 This is the law for one who 
has a discharge, and for him who 
emits semen and is unclean 
thereby, 33 and for her who is 
indisposed because of her 
customary impurity, and for one 
who has a discharge, either man 
or woman, and for him who lies 
with her who is unclean.'"  
 



14 On the eighth day he shall 
take for himself two turtledoves 
or two young pigeons, and come 
before the Lord, to the door of 
the tabernacle of meeting, and 
give them to the priest.  
 
15 Then the priest shall offer 
them, the one as a sin offering 
and the other as a burnt 
offering. So the priest shall make 
atonement for him before the 
Lord because of his discharge.  

 

There are three degrees or levels of contamination of male discharges. 
 

1. The discharge and the man having the discharge are ritually unclean whether it is seminal fluid or that caused by a venereal 
disease.  

2. Any object the man with a discharge has had physical contact with becomes contaminated.  These objects must be washed 
and will be unclean until the evening after they are immersed.  If the man with the emission touches someone without 
washing his hands (an idiom for immersing in a ritual bath) first that person will also become contaminated and must 
immerse and be unclean until evening. 

3. Anyone who touches those objects touched by the man who had the discharge also becomes unclean. Transmission of 
uncleanness stops here. 

 
A seminal emission and the man who has such an emission are spiritually unclean and contaminating.  After a man and woman have 
sexual relations, they must immerse themselves and will remain contaminated until the evening after their immersion.  The man 
with a seminal emission is called a baal keri. 
 
An emission caused by a venereal disease and the man who has such an emission are spiritually unclean and contaminating.  This 
person is called a zav.  He has a level of contamination that requires immersion seven days after his discharges have ceased and he 
must offer a sin offering and whole burnt offering on the eighth day.   



 
There are three degrees of contamination for females who are menstruating. 

1. Anyone who touches her is contaminated until the evening.  
2. Any objects she touches become unclean. 
3. Anyone who touches those objects touched by her also becomes unclean, must immerse and will be unclean until evening. 

Transmission of uncleanness stops here. 
 
When a woman begins her monthly period she counts off seven days known as a time of separation (niddah).  She must avoid 
contact with that which must remain pure for those seven days.   She is not to have sexual relations with her husband during this 
time.  If a man has intercourse with her during this time, he will be unclean for seven days and will transmit his uncleanness just like 
she does during that time.    
 
When a woman has a flow of blood for many days outside her normal monthly period of separation (niddah), she is in a state of 
ritual impurity called zavah.  She is contaminating just as she is during niddah.  After this flow ceases, she counts seven days and 
after that she can be purified.  She will need to offer a sin offering and an elevation/whole burnt offering on the eighth day (two 
turtle doves or young pigeons).  This is similar to the zav. 
 
If we compare the passage of ritual impurity to that of the woman who has given birth, we see some common elements: 

 Time period of uncleanness. 
 Time of separateness to ultimately avoid transmission of uncleanness to the holy things or the Temple. 

 
We will look for at separateness and what else it parallels/represents at a later time. This will probably be when we look at the 
Nazirite vow. 
 
Before we close, let’s review Luke 8:43-48:  But as He [Yeshua] went [to Jairus’ house], the multitudes thronged Him.  Now a woman, 
having a flow of blood for twelve years, who had spent all her livelihood on physicians and could not be healed by any,  came from 
behind and touched the border of His garment. And immediately her flow of blood stopped.  And Yeshua said, “Who touched Me?”  
When all denied it, Peter and those with him said, “Master, the multitudes throng and press You, and You say, ‘Who touched Me?’”  
But Yeshua said, “Somebody touched Me, for I perceived power going out from Me.”  Now when the woman saw that she was not 
hidden, she came trembling; and falling down before Him, she declared to Him in the presence of all the people the reason she had 



touched Him and how she was healed immediately.   And He said to her, “Daughter, be of good cheer; your faith has made you well. 
Go in peace.”  
 
Since this woman had had a flow of blood for twelve years, she would be in a state of zavah.  She is in a crowd of people and 
everyone including Yeshua who came in physical contact with her became unclean. 
 
The Greek word for “border of His garment” is kraspedon.  It most likely refers to the fringe or tassel (tzitzit) of Yeshua’ prayer shawl.  
This woman is in a very tight crowd with people pressing in on Yeshua all around her.  She was not going to risk being trampled by 
grabbing the hem of his robe down near His feet.     
 
The tassels are placed on the corners of Jewish prayer shawls to remind the Israelites to follow God’s commandments (Numbers 
15:37-40).  When a man wears a prayer shawl, it can form a tent.  It can be used as a prayer closet when wrapped in front of the 
face.  When a man is wearing a prayer shawl and he is walking quickly, the sides rise up gently flapping in the breeze as if they are 
wings.  Malachi 3:20 says that “the son of righteousness will rise with healing in its wings.”  This woman obviously knew this verse 
and reached out for healing by touching the tassels of the wings of His prayer shawl.  On the eighth day after her healing, this 
woman most likely went to the temple and offered a sin offering and a whole burnt offering according to the commandment found 
in Leviticus 15:30. 
 


