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Yitro (Jethro) 

Exodus 18:1-20:23(26) 

As mentioned in our last session (Beshalach - Yitro), the mixed multitude left Egypt. After several stops 

and a battle with the Amalekites at Rephidim, they were finally encamped at Mt. Sinai (Exodus 13:17- 

18:5).  Jethro heard about what had happened in Egypt, so he took Zipporah and her sons to Mt. Sinai to 

reunite them with Moses. After visiting Moses and his people, Jethro returned home. This activity 

formed a concentric structure that pointed to Mt. Sinai in the center. (Exodus 18:1-19:2). 

 Mixed multitude (עֵֶרב ַרב) left their homes in Egypt to go to the Promised Land (the home of 

the Patriarchs) 

 Mixed multitude arrived at Mt. Sinai 

 Jethro arrived at Mt. Sinai with Moses’ wife and children 

 Jethro left Mt. Sinai and returned home. 

Jethro (Yitro,  ֹיִתְרו) means “his excellence.” Isn’t this a title fit for a king? Jethro is not the only name 

Moses’ father-in-law went by. Take time to research the various names and see what they mean. 

I believe the reason for the placement of the account of Jethro’s visit here was to form this literary 

structure.  It seems to me that Jethro’s actual chronologic arrival and departure was really much later. 

We’ll look at that more in a bit. 

According to Exodus 19:1, the mixed multitude arrived at Mount Sinai 3 months to the day they left 

Egypt (Nisan 15). 
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O = Omer Count 

We don’t know how many days were in those 2 months to the day.  We don’t know if they were each 30 

day months or not.  If the giving of the Torah took place on Shavuot, according to tradition, it would 

depend on when the Sabbath fell to start counting the omer.  It is very possible that the law really was 

given on Shavuot. 

As mentioned before, I do not think that the placement of Jethro’s arrival and details of his visit at 

Mount Sinai are in chronological order with the details in the text. In other words, I do not think his visit 

preceded the giving of the law. 

 Jethro heard all that God had done for Moses and Israel – that YHVH had brought them out of 

Egypt (Exodus 18:1) 

 Jethro took Zipporah and her two sons, Gershom and Eliezer to Mt. Sinai where the mixed 

multitude was already encamped (Exodus 18:2-5). 

 Once the mixed multitude arrived at Mt. Sinai, they spent 2 days consecrating themselves. 

During that time, Moses was busy setting boundaries, and going up and down the mountain.  

 Once YHVH spoke to the people on day 3, the multitude was terrified; Moses had to go speak 

with YHVH; and Moses had to act as mediator.  

 More events quickly followed after YHVH spoke to the people, which kept Moses very occupied; 

there was no way he could receive his family or update and entertain them. 

 In addition, Moses could not be judging cases and teaching the law all day long prior to receiving 

it if he were busy with all the aforementioned events. 

It is more likely that Jethro may have arrived once the people were in the process of building the articles 

and components of the tabernacle. Logistically, this is highly probable. 

Possible Chronologic Order for Jethro’s Arrival: 

1. Victory over Amalekites at Rephidim (Exodus 17). 

2. Jethro arrived at Mt. Sinai with Zipporah, Gershom, and Eliezer. Mixed multitude already there 

(Exodus 18). 

3. Mixed multitude arrived at Mt. Sinai in the 3rd month, on the 15th day, in the first year (Exodus 

19). 

4. Moses talks with YHVH and gets rules for the mountain. 

5. Consecration of the people and setting of boundaries. 

6. Giving of laws on 3rd day.  



Yitro HODF 7/2017 By Beth Mehaffey 

7. People made offerings; they agreed to the covenant; Moses sprinkled the blood of covenant on 

the people; and 74 people ate and saw God on the mountain (Exodus 24:3-25:11). 

8. The glory of YHVH rested on Mt. Sinai 6 days. Moses was on the mountain 40 days and nights. 

YHVH intended to give Moses the tablets and have him teach the law and commandments to 

the people (Exodus 24:12-18, 31:18). 

9. Sin of Gold Calf takes place while Moses is with YHVH. Serious consequences take place (Exodus 

32). 

10. Moses returns to Mt. Sinai to speak with YHVH, see His glory, renew the covenant, and to get 

new tablets (Exodus 34). 

11. Moses returns to the people and begins to teach them. They begin to gather donations for the 

building of the tabernacle. (Exodus 35). 

12. Possible timing of Jethro’s arrival/departure (described in Exodus 18): 

a. Arrival of Jethro, Zipporah, Gershom, and Eliezer. 

b. Detailed update on what happened in Egypt confirms much of what Jethro had already 

heard. 

c. Jethro offers a burnt offering and other sacrifices to God. 

d. Aaron came with the elders of Israel to eat bread with Jethro before God. 

e. Jethro notices the people are coming to Moses from morning to evening and asks him about 

it. Moses explains to Jethro that the people come to him to inquire of God; this activity 

already appears to be habitual action. Remember, they are afraid of YHVH and need Moses 

to be their mediator.  Moses further explains that he judges and teaches God’s laws to the 

people. 

f. Jethro suggests how to divide the burden of judging the people and teaching them YHVH’s 

laws. 

g. Jethro’s departure. 

13. The tabernacle was finally raised up in the 1st month of the second year, on the 1st day of the 
month (Exodus 40:17). This took less than a year. 

14. The multitude left Mt. Sinai in the 2nd month of the 2nd year, on the 20th day of the month to 
begin the rest of their wandering in the wilderness. (Numbers 10:11-13). 

 

 

Exodus 20 contains what is often called the Ten Commandments. I have no issue with this title for this 

pericope.  The Jews and other related groups refer to them as the Ten Words. Some people debate over 

the Hebrew term devarim (בִָריֹם  which means words. There is no point in splitting hairs.  The phrase (ד ְ

is really, “And God spoke all these words saying…” ( בִָרים הָאֵל ֶה ב ֵר אֱל הִים אֵת וַיְדַֹ לֵאמ רכ ָל־הַד ְ ). 

He spoke a lot more than 10 words; these words contained commandments. Protestant Christians, 

Catholics, and Jews number them differently.  I have chosen to go with the Jewish method of 

numbering.  

At this point, let’s not debate what kind of covenant God what establishing with his people. Personally, I 

think it was 3 kinds all wrapped into one: 
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 Suzerain-vassal treaty 

 Marriage covenant 

 Threshold covenant 

Having said that, let’s look at them. 

YHVH Speaks to the Multitude – Exodus 20:1-14 

Command Comments 

Responsibilities to YHVH 

Moses brought the people to the foot of the 
mountain to hear YHVH speak to them (Exodus 
19:17). 
 
YHVH came down onto the top of the mountain. 
After a conversation with Moses, God said all 
these words to the people:  

 

 I am Adonai your God, who brought you“ 2 א

out of the land of Egypt, out of the abode of 
slavery.  
 

The Jews interpret this command to mean we are 
to believe that YHVH is God. 
 
This element of belief is crucial to being in 
covenant with YHVH. You can’t enter into a 
covenant with a non-entity. 

 You are to have no other gods before“ 3 ב

me. 4 You are not to make for yourselves a carved 
image or any kind of representation of anything in 
heaven above, on the earth beneath or in the 
water below the shoreline. 5 You are not to bow 
down to them or serve them; for I, Adonai your 
God, am a jealous (קַנ ָא) God, punishing the 

children for the sins of the parents to the third and 
fourth generation of those who hate me, 6 but 
displaying grace to the thousandth generation of 
those who love me and obey my mitzvot.  

No other gods: 

 Graven images (ֶסֶל  (פ 

 Any likeness (ת ְמו נָה) of a created thing 

 
This concept goes along with a marriage covenant. 
Breaking this commandment is committing 
idolatry and spiritual adultery. 

 the (ש ָוְא) You are not to use lightly“ 7 ג

name of Adonai your God, because Adonai will not 
leave unpunished (נָקָה ; cleanse) someone who 
uses his name lightly.  

Don’t misuse or bring dishonor to YHVH’s name. 
 
By entering this covenant, you are taking on the 
name of YHVH. Do not bring dishonor to your 
family name by your behavior or words. 

Responsibilities to Each Other 

 Remember the day, Shabbat, to set it“ 8 ד

apart for God. 9 You have six days to labor (ת ַעֲב ד) 

and do all your work (ָֹמְלַאכְת ֶך), 10 but the 

seventh day is a Shabbat for Adonai your God. On 
it, you are not to do any kind of work (מְלָאכָה) — 
not you, your son or your daughter, not your male 
or female slave, not your livestock, and not the 
foreigner staying with you inside the gates to your 

Set apart and rest on Shabbat, the 7th day. 
 
Typically, מְלָאכ ָה (melakah) is occupational work 

as opposed to servile work (עֲב ָדה ; avodah). 
Servile work is prohibited in Leviticus 23 and 
Numbers 28 and 29 on feast days. 
 
YHVH ceased His occupational work as creator and 
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property. 11 For in six days, Adonai made heaven 
and earth, the sea and everything in them; but on 
the seventh day he rested (וַי ָנַח). This is why 
Adonai blessed the day, Shabbat, and separated it 
ש ֶהו ֹ)   .for himself (וַיִקַד ְ

 

rested on the 7th day. We should do likewise.  We 
should not cause others to perform their usual 
occupational work on the Sabbath either. 
 
The main focus is resting from everyone’s usual 
labors (includes buying/selling). This does not 
include ignoring/neglecting the usual care 
(feeding, nurturing, healing) of people and 
animals. 

) Honor“ 12 ה ב ֵדכ ַ ) your father and mother, 

so that you may live long in the land which Adonai 
your God is giving you.  

Parallels the choice between blessing and life, and 
cursing and death. 
 
A suzerain-vassal treaty contain blessings for 
obeying the stipulations of the covenant and 
curses for disobedience.  
 
This is only one commandment containing a 
blessing.   
 
Other blessings and curses are outlined later in 
Leviticus 26 and Deuteronomy 28-30.  

) Do not murder“ 13 ו ת ְִרצָחל א  ). Murder takes over YHVH’s role as the one who 
gives and takes away life.  (See Job 1:21) It is the 
role of the thief (Satan).  (See John 10:10) 

 .(having no other gods before YHVH) ב Parallels .(ל א ת ִנְאָף) Do not commit adultery“ (14) ז
 It is the role of the thief (Satan).  (See John 10:10) .(ל א ת ִגְנ ב) Do not steal“ (15) ח

It can lead to ו (murder). 
 false (ל א תַעֲנֶה) Do not give“ (16) ט

evidence (עֵד ש ָקֶר) against your neighbor 

  .(בְֵרעֲךָֹ)

This leads to injustice and severe consequences for 
the victim. It further damages relationships. 

 your (ל א תַהְמ ד) Do not covet“ (17)14 י
neighbor’s house; do not covet your neighbor’s 
wife, his male or female slave, his ox, his donkey or 
anything that belongs to your neighbor.” 

It can leads to ח (stealing) and ז (adultery). In 

David’s case, it also led to ו (murder). 

The blood of the covenant was not shed and sprinkled on the people until Exodus 24:3-8. Note that 
Moses built the altar at the foot of the mountain; this blood was for a threshold covenant. It was a 
covenant to establish a lifelong relationship between the parties, as well as protection from enemies. 
 
See also Hebrews 9:16-22, 10:26-31. 
 
Yeshua’s sacrifice also took place just outside the city. It too was a threshold covenant. We are to avoid 
willful sin and not consider the blood of the covenant a common thing.  

 

Now let’s look at what was not covered in the previous lesson entitled “Beshelach – Yitro.” 

Exodus 19 - Mt. Sinai Comments 
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The people arrived at Mt. Sinai in the 3rd month on 
the same day since leaving Egypt and camped 
before the mountain. 
 
 

As mentioned before, it is very likely that the law 
was given on Shavuot, according to tradition. 
 
 

YHVH told Moses if they would obey His covenant 
they would be a special treasure (סְגֻל ָה) to Him 
above all people, a kingdom of priests and a holy 
nation. 

YHVH chose them to be a special treasure (סְגֻל ָה) 
unto Himself, above all the people on the earth.  
 
Those chosen from this point on are also His 
special treasure above all the people on the earth. 
They comprise a kingdom of priests that will 
eventually reign with him. 
 
Deuteronomy 7:6, 14:2, 26:18; Ps 135:4; 1 Peter 
2:9; Revelation 1:6, 5:10, 17:14, 20:6. 

They were commanded to consecrate themselves 
ש ְת ָם)  for 2 days and wash their clothes, and (וְקִד ַ

be ready for the third day. They could not go near 
their wives. 

 .is to make ceremonially or morally clean קַָדש ֹ
 
These actions thematically parallel those who 
washed their robes and made them white in the 
blood of the Lamb. (Revelation 7:13-17) and the 
armies that accompany Yeshua when He returns 
(Revelation 19:14).  They are set apart. 

Boundaries were set: base, slope, and peak of 
mountain.  
 
The mountain was consecrated too…according to 
YHVH’s directions. 
 
The base was the threshold of the mountain. 
 
The people could not go up the mountain or touch 
its base on penalty of death. They could approach 
at the long sound of trumpets. 

Boundaries are seen in: 

 World, land of Eden, garden of Eden. 

 Mt. Sinai: base, slope, peak 

 Tabernacle: courtyard, holy place, most holy 
place 

 World, gathering of 2 or more believers, 
individual believer.  
 

Only 1 of the 3 is where YHVH’s Spirit has been 
known to dwell. 
 
Those who are not authorized to cross the 
boundaries to approach YHVH will die. Even today, 
we approach the Father through Yeshua who is 
our mediator (1 Timothy 2:5). Yeshua is mediator 
of a better covenant -- one in which the same laws 
are obeyed and are in the hearts of the people 
(Hebrews 8:6, 9:11-15). We come boldly to his 
throne of grace (Hebrews 4:14-16). 

YHVH came to Moses in the thick cloud ( ב ְעַב
 that the people may hear Him speak to (הֶעָנָן
Moses, and believe Moses forever. 
 
Mt. Sinai was completely in smoke, because YHVH 
descended upon it in fire, and the whole mountain 

Up until this time, the people had not seen 
evidence of YHVH, other than the signs YHVH gave 
Moses to perform in Egypt to prove YHVH had sent 
him as their deliverer. 
 
At this point, they would see evidence of YHVH’s 
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quaked greatly. The trumpet sounded long and 
became louder.  
 
Moses spoke and God answered him by voice. God 
called Moses up to the top of the mountain. 
 
God spoke “all these words to the people” (He 
covenanted with the people). 
 
The people witnessed the thunderings, lightning 
flashes, sound of the trumpet, and the smoking 
mountain.  They trembled and stood at a distance. 
 
They told Moses to speak to them instead of God 
because they feared they would die. 
 
Moses said God came to test them, and so they 
would fear him, and not sin. 
 
Moses drew near the thick darkness where God 
was. 

presence on the mountain (smoke, thunder, and 
lightning), and actually hear YHVH’s voice as He 
spoke to them. This was to cause them to 
fear/respect him and not sin. 

YHVH told Moses they should not make any gods 
to be with Him. 
 
They were to make an altar of earth for burnt 
offerings and peace offerings. If they make an altar 
of stone, it could not be of hewn stone; no tools 
could be used to make it. They could not approach 
on steps so their nakedness would not be exposed 
on it. 

YHVH does not want any gods: 

 before Him 

 with Him 

 instead of Him 
 
Once a tool is used on a stone, it is profaned 
( הָחַלְלֶוַת ְ  wounded, defiled, polluted). 

Jethro visits sometime after the giving of the law. 
 
He previously heard it, but now he hears the first-
hand account from Moses, and he believes the 
news of past events in Egypt.  
 
He offers a burnt offering and other sacrifices. He 
shares bread with Aaron and other elders. 
 
 

The actual blood of the covenant was sprinkled on 
the altar and the people by Moses in Exodus 24:3-
8.  
 
At this time, Moses read the words of YHVH and all 
of the judgments (Book of the Covenant, which is 
separate from the tablets of stone). They all 
agreed that they would do them.  
 
The altar was built at the foot of the mountain (the 
threshold), along with 12 pillars for the tribes of 
Israel. Offerings were made, blood was transferred 
to basins, half was sprinkled on the altar, the other 
was sprinkled on the people. Offerings made at 
the base/lowest boundary of the mountain (the 
threshold) makes this a threshold covenant. 
 
Jethro was essentially entering the threshold 
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covenant too, but he was not planning to live in 
the Promised Land.  
 
He was already family with Moses through 
marriage, but now he is in threshold covenant with 
YHVH and the mixed multitude. 
 
All parties who enter YHVH’s covenant are in 
covenant with each other and with YHVH. That is 
why we need commands for how we relate to 
YHVH and laws for how we relate to each other. 
 
The pillars were likely set up as memorial stones of 
the covenant made at that location. 

 


