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VaYak’hel – P’kudei 

Exodus 35:1 – 40:38 

 
In this lesson, we are covering the following parashot: 

 VaYak’hel (He assembled) – Exodus 35:1 - 38:20 

 P’kudei (Accounts) – Exodus 38:21 - 40:38 
 
Many times, the climax or most important part of a chiasm is the center; however, sometimes the 

climax is found in the enclusio or outer portion of the text.  The end of P’kudei contains the climatic 

event when the glory of YHVH fills the Tabernacle. The prelude to this is when the glory of YHVH is seen 

on Moses face at the beginning of VaYk’hel. 

Portions of these parashot were compared to the previous parahot which included Terumah through Ki 

Tissa. Terumah through Ki Tissa contained the instructions for the Tabernacle and its furnishings, in 

VaYak’hel through P’kudei, they are actually made, built, and assembled. 

VaYak’hel – P’kudei 
Exodus 35:1 – 40:38 

Recap from Ki Tissa: 
 
After spending his first 40 days and nights on the top of Mt. Sinai with YHVH, Moses returned to the 
base of the mountain where the people were worshipping the golden calf. 
  
After dealing with the incident with the golden calf, Moses returned to the top of Mt. Sinai for a second 
set of 40 days and nights with YHVH. Moses brought a new set of tablets with him for YHVH to write the 
covenant on. The terms of the covenant were the same as the first. 
 
YHVH appeared to Moses, and He proclaimed His name and character to Moses.  
 
Moses worshiped YHVH and asked Him to pardon the sins and iniquities of His people, and to take them 
as His inheritance. 
 
YHVH renewed the covenant with His people. YHVH said what He would do and told them what He 
expected from them. 
 
Moses returned to the base of the mountain to the people below. 

Exodus 34:29-35 (End of Ki Tissa) 
 
Introduction 
YHVH’s glory on Moses’ face is so such that the 
people were afraid of him. He called the 
people back to himself and spoke with them 
and gave them the commandments. After this, 
Moses put a veil on his face. He took it off only 
whenever he spoke with YHVH, and he put it 

Exodus 40:34-38 
 
Climax 
Once the tabernacle was erected for the first time, the 
cloud covered the Tabernacle of meeting and the glory 
of YHVH filled the Tabernacle. 
 
The cloud remained over the tabernacle until it was 
time to move to a new location.  
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back on afterwards. 
 
 

 
The cloud covered the tabernacle during the day, and 
fire was over it at night during all of their journeys.  

Opening convocation and closing convocations 
Opening convocation Closing convocation Closing convocation 
Exodus 35:1-36:7 
 
Moses tells the people what YHVH 
told them to do: 
 
Shabbat:  

 Complete rest in honor of YHVH.  

 Death penalty for those who 
work. 

 Do not kindle a fire in any of your 
homes. 

 
Terumah: 
Willing hearts should donate:   

 Metals: gold, silver and bronze;  

 Yarn: blue, purple and scarlet;  

 Fine linen,  

 Goat’s hair 

 Skins:  tanned ram skins and 
techashim (fine leather);  

 Acacia-wood;   

 Oil for the light,  

 Spices for the anointing oil and 
for the fragrant incense; 

 Stones: onyx stones and stones to 
be set for the ritual vest and the 
breastplate.  

 
Craftsmen/Artisans to make: 

 Tabernacle 

 Ark with cover, poles, and curtain 

 Table with poles, utensils, and 
showbread 

 Lampstand (menorah) with 
utensils, lamps, oil. 

 Incense altar with poles 

 Anointing oil 

 Fragrant incense 

 Screen for entrance of Tabernacle 

 Altar for burnt offerings with 
poles and utensils 

 Basin with its base 

Exodus 39:32-40:15 
 
The work was completed and done 
according to all that YHVH had 
commanded.  
 
They brought everything to Moses: 

 The tabernacle tent with its 
boards, bars, pillars, sockets 

 Clasps, boards, bars, pillars, 
sockets. 

 Coverings of dyed-red ram skins, 
techashim, and veil covering  

 Ark of the Testimony with its poles 
and mercy seat 

 Table with showbread and 
utensils, 

 Pure gold lampstand with lamps 
set in order 

 Gold altar (altar of incense) 

 Anointing oil 

 Sweet incense 

 Screen for Tabernacle door 

 Bronze altar with its grate, poles, 
and utensils 

 Bronze laver and base 

 Hangings for the court, its pillars, 
sockets, screen for the gate, its 
cords and pegs 

 Utensils for service of the 
Tabernacle, tent of meeting 

 Garments of ministry, those for 
priests and High Priest 

 
Moses looked over everything.  
 
They had done it as YHVH had 
commanded. 
 
Moses blessed them. 
 
YHVH commanded Moses to set up 

Exodus 40:16-33 
 
Moses did according all 
that YHVH had 
commanded him.  
The Tabernacle was raised 
up on the 1st day, 1 month, 
2nd year. 
 
Raised up the Tabernacle: 

 Fastened its sockets 

 Set up its boards 

 Put in its bars 

 Raised its pillars 

 Spread the tent over the 
Tabernacle 

 Covered that with the 
tent covering 

 
Most Holy Place: 

 Put the Testimony in the 
ark. 

 Inserted the ark’s poles. 

 Put mercy seat on top of 
the ark. 

 Brought the ark into the 
Tabernacle. 

 
Hung up the veil: 

 Partitioned off the ark of 
the Testimony 

 
Holy Place 

 Installed the table in the 
north side of the 
Tabernacle outside the 
veil and set the bread in 
order on it before YHVH. 

 He put the lampstand in 
the south side of the 
tabernacle across from 
the table and lit the 
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 Curtains for the courtyard, their 
posts and sockets, and screen for 
gateway 

 Tent pegs for Tabernacle, 
courtyard, and their ropes 

 Priestly garments 
 
 

tabernacle with its furnishings in 
their places on the 1st day of the 1st 
month. 
 
Most holy place: 

 Ark of Testimony 
 
Veil 
 
Holy place: 

 Table with its things set up in 
order on it 

 Lampstand 

 Golden altar before the Testimony 
 
Screen door of Tabernacle 
 
Courtyard 

 Altar of burnt offering before the 
door of the Tabernacle of meeting 

 Laver between the altar of burnt 
offering and screen door of 
Tabernacle 

 
Court boundary all around with the 
screen at the court gate 
 
YHVH commanded Moses to 
anoint, hallow and thereby make 
holy: 

 Tabernacle and all that is in it 

 Altar of burnt offering all all its 
utensils (most holy) 

 Laver and base 

 Aaron and his sons (after washing 
them with water and clothing 
them with the holy garments) to 
consecrate them for everlasting 
priesthood 

 

lamps. 

 He put the golden altar 
in front of the veil and 
burned sweet incense 
on it. 

 
He hung the screen at the 
doorway of the 
Tabernacle of the tent of 
meeting.  
 

 He put the altar of burnt 
offering before the 
doorway of the 
Tabernacle and offered 
the burnt offering and 
grain offering. 

 He set the laver 
between the Tabernacle 
of meeting and the altar 
and put water in it for 
washing so Aaron and 
his sons could wash 
their hands and feet 
before they went into 
the Tabernacle or before 
they went near the altar. 

 
He raised up the court all 
around the Tabernacle 
and the altar, and hung 
up the screen of the court 
gate. 
 
So Moses finished the 
work. 
 
 
 

 

The people respond and do the work 

Exodus 36:8 – 38:20 
 
The people responded by making and/or 
bringing what was requested; they brought 
more than enough. 
 

Exodus 39:1-31 
 
People do the work. 
 
The blue (ת ְּכֵלֶת), purple (ג ָּמָּן  and ,(ש ָּנִי) scarlet ,(אַרְּ
linen thread was used to make garments of ministry: 
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YHVH singled out 2 artisans to lead all the 
gifted artisans among them to complete the 
project: 

 Bezalel the son of Uri, son of Hur, of the 
tribe of Judah (metal, stone, and wood work) 

 Aholiab the son of Ahisamach, of the tribe of 
Dan (engraver and tapestry maker) 

 
Everything was made according to the pattern 
given to Moses. 

 For ministering in the holy place (for Aaron’s 
descendants): tunics, turbans, trousers, sash 

 For the garments of the high priest: ephod, 
breastplate with 12 stones, robe of ephod with bells 
and pomegranates, trousers (28:42), cord for the 
plate of the holy crown (Holiness to YHVH). 

 

CENTER:  

P’kudei begins. 
 
Exodus 38:21-31 
 
Moses ordered the recording of the accounts 
of the Tabernacle. This was carried out by the 
Levites under the direction of Itamar, Aaron’s 
son. 
 
Bezalel of the tribe of Judah made all that 
YHVH commanded. Aholiab was his assistant; 
he was an engraver, designer, and weaver. 
 
Gold = 29 talents and 730 shekels (according 
to shekel of sanctuary) 
 
Silver (from census/ransom money) = 100 
talents and 1775 shekels (a bekah [1/2 shekel] 
per person 20 years old and older [603,550 
men]). 
 
The 100 talents of silver was used to make:  

 The 100 sockets of the sanctuary (1 talent 
per socket). 

 The bases of the veil.  Ex. 38:27 
 
The 1775 shekels of silver was used to make: 

 The hooks for the pillars, 

 Overlays of the capitals of the pillars 

 The bands for the pillars Ex. 38:28 
 
Bronze = seventy talents and 2400 shekels. 
 
This bronze was used to make: 

 The sockets for the door of the Tabernacle of 
meeting,  

Comments: 
 
The following 3 words share the same root; therefore 
they are related: 
 

 Ransom (כ ֹּפֶר) 

 Atonement (כ ָּפַר) 

 Propitiatory ( ֹּרֶֶ תכ ַפ  )   

 
 
 is literally foundational to our covenant with כפר

YHVH. 
*** 
The census counted those who were members of the 
covenant. 
 
A ransom was paid to protect and cover them from 
plague of death. (See 2 Sam 24:1-25 – example of 
census, with no mention of ransom being paid, and 
plague) 
 
*** 
 
Many things were covered/overlaid (צָּפָּה) with 

something. Although this Hebrew word does not the 
same root as כפר, the idea of covering exists.  It 

seems as if man is like the acacia wood that was used 
to build the Tabernacle. The different metal coverings 
allowed the furnishings to serve different purposes in 
different locations. 
 
Gold overlaid acacia wood: 

 Ark and its cover 

 Altar of incense including horns  

 Table of showbread 

 4 pillars of Most Holy Place 
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 The bronze altar and its bronze grating and 
utensils,  

 The sockets for the court all around,  

 The bases for the court gate,  

 All the pegs for the Tabernacle,  

 All the pegs for the court all around. 
 
 

 5 pillars of Tabernacle entrance and its capitals 

 Boards of Tabernacle 

 Bars of Tabernacle 

 Poles of ark, altar of incense, and table of 
showbread. 

 
Silver overlaid acacia wood: 

 The capitals of the courtyard pillars 

 The capitals of the 4 pillars for the gate (Ex. 27:16; 
38:17-19) 

 
Bronze overlaid over acacia wood: 

 Altar of burnt offering including horns 

 Poles of altar of burnt offering 
 

Redeem is to pay a ransom. 
 
Further Comments: 
 
Yeshua gave His life as a ransom for us. 
 
Yeshua redeemed us from the curse of the law. 
 
Yeshua was set forth as the propitiation (ἱλαστήριον, 

ֹּרֶֶלְֶּ תכַפ  , atoning sacrifice) for our sins (Rom 3:25; 1 

John 2:2, 4:10).  
 
The High Priest made propitiation for the sins of the 
people (Hebrews 2:17). 
 
As we accept these things by faith and live out the 
terms of the covenant, we enter the covenant and 
avoid the curse of the law which is death. 

 

Redeem (ה ָּדָּ ) H3724 Propitiatory – (כ ֹּפֶר) H6299 Ransom – (פ  ֹּרֶֶ תכ ַפ  ) –H3727 

Defined (English):  
buy back; free from captivity; 
remove obligation of payment, 
exchange for something of value; 
atone for 

Defined (English):  
Something paid or demanded for 
the release of someone or 
something from captivity. 

Defined (English):  
1) Expiatory (put an end to; 

extinguish guilt; make 
amends for);  

2) Of or relating to 
propitiation (gain or regain 
the favor or goodwill of; 
appease) 

Defined (Hebrew):  
1) to ransom, redeem, rescue, 
deliver 

Defined (Hebrew):  
1)price of a life, ransom, bribe  
2) asphalt, pitch (as a covering) 

Defined (Hebrew): 
mercy seat,  
place of atonement 
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3) henna plant 
4) village 

Torah: 
Ex 13:13, 15; 21:8; 34:20 
Lev 19:20; 27:27, 29 
Num 18:15, 16, 17 
Deut 7:8; 9:26; 13:5; 15:15; 21:8; 
24:18 

Torah: 
Ex 21:30; 30:12 
Num 35:31, 32 

Torah:  
All “mercy seat” 
Ex 25:17-22; 26:34; 30:6; 
31:7; 35:12; 37:6-9; 39;35; 
40:20 
Lev 16:2, 13-15 
Num 7:89 

Redeem Ransom Propitiation 

Christ has redeemed us (ֶ נו ָּדָּ  (פ 
from the curse of the law.  
 
Gal 3:13 

The Son of Man…and to give His 
life a ransom (כ ֹּפֶר) for many 
 
Mt 20:28, Mk 10:45 

whom God put forth as a 
propitiation ( ֹּרֶֶלְּ תכַפ  ) by his 
blood, to be received by 
faith… 
 
Rom 3:25 

Christ gave Himself for us that He 
might redeem us ( ת אֹּתָּנו ֶלִֶ פְּד וֹּ ) 

from every lawless deed and 
purify for Himself His own special 
people, zealous for good works.  
 
Titus 2:14 

who gave Himself a ransom (כ ֹּפֶר) 

for all… 
 
1 Tim 2:6 

so that he might become a 
merciful and faithful high 
priest in the service to God, to 
make propitiation ( ֵרלְּ כַפ  ) for 

the sins of the people. 
 
Heb 2:17 

We were redeemed (יתֶם  (נִפְּד ֵ
with the precious blood of Christ.  
 
1 Peter 1:18  

 He is the propitiation ( ָּרֶָּ הכ ַפ  ) 
for our sins, and not for ours 
only but also for the sins of 
the whole world. 
 
1 John 2:2 

See also Rev 5:9, Rev 14:3-4  In this is love, not that we 
have loved God but that he 
loved us and sent His Son to 
be the propitiation ( ָּרֶָּלְֶּ הכַפ  ) 

for our sins. 
 
1 John 4:10 

 

Things considered most holy are: 

 Most Holy Place 

 Bronze altar and what touches it must be holy (Ex 29:37) 

 Golden altar = altar of incense (Ex 30:10) 

 Tabernacle of meeting, ark of the Testimony, table and its utensils, lampstand and its utensils, 

altar of incense, altar of burnt offering and all its utensils, and the laver and its base. Consecrate 

them that they may be most holy; whatever touches them must be holy. (Ex 30:26-29, 40:9-11) 
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 Incense (Ex 30:36). 

 Portions of offerings set aside for the priests; they must be eaten in a most holy place/court of 

Tabernacle (Numbers 18:8-10). Includes: grain offerings (Lev 2:3, 10; 6:17), sin offering (but not 

what is brought into the Tabernacle itself to make atonement for the holy place (Lev 6:25-29 

[Day of Atonement offering]), trespass offering (Lev 7:1-6), wave offering, heave offering (Lev 

10:14-18). 

 Offerings related to cleansing of lepers (Lev 14:13) 

 Bread set on the Table of showbread (Lev 21:22; 24:9) 

 Devoted offerings (Lev 27:28). 

 


