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Shemot 

Exodus 1:1-6:1 

Exodus, from a literary standpoint, is a continuation of the book of Genesis.  What we see in Genesis 

continues to play out in chiastic fashion through Exodus 19:2.  Genesis 1:1 through Exodus 19:2 is 

basically a historical prologue to the rest of the law.  The central focus of this Scripture portion is Jacob 

and the birth of the 12 tribes of Israel. 

The parashot of Exodus do not follow the literary structure of the book, however we will try to point out 

where we are as we look at the structure of the text.  There are so many chiasms in Exodus that we can’t 

point them all out; however, I will try to emphasize the central points of many of them as we move 

through the book.   

If necessity dictates, we may explore certain topics/concepts and temporarily move away from the 

literary structure as we move through the book. 

Shemot 

Part 1 Part 2 Yeshua Future 

A pharaoh who didn’t know Joseph oppressed the people 

Exodus 1:1-22 
The 12 tribes of Israel 
were fruitful and 
multiplied abundantly 
and grew exceedingly 
mighty. 
 
The 70 referred to in 
Exodus 1:5 are listed in 
Genesis 46:5 – 46:27. 
 
A new king that didn’t 
know Joseph arose 
over Egypt. He thought 
the children of Israel 
were more numerous 
and mightier than the 
Egyptians. He decided 
to deal more shrewdly 
with them for fear that 
they might join Egypt’s 
enemies. 
 
They set taskmasters 
over them to afflict 
them with their 
burdens. They built 

Exodus 5:5-6:1 
The king of Egypt (not 
the Pharaoh of Moses’ 
birth) told Moses the 
people of the land are 
many and that Moses 
was making them rest 
from their labor. 
 
The Pharaoh 
commanded the 
taskmasters to no 
longer give the 
Hebrews straw for 
brick production; 
however, brick 
production quotas 
remained the same. 
The taskmasters passed 
on their message to the 
Hebrews.  The people 
began to gather stubble 
instead of straw. The 
Hebrew officers over 
them were beaten by 
the taskmasters for not 
meeting daily 

Oppression by the 
Syrian Greek, Antiochus 
Epiphanes IV prefigured 
Anti-Messiah. 
 
Oppression by Rome.  
 
The prophesied timing 
of Messiah’s coming 
was during the reign of 
Rome. 
 
Daniel 2:40-45; 7:23-27; 
9:24-26 
 
Matthew 2:1-18 Herod 
ordered all males two 
years old and under to 
be killed in an effort to 
kill the one who would 
become the King of the 
Jews. 

Oppression by Anti-
Messiah / tribulation 
brings on the timing of 
Messiah’s return. 
 
Daniel 12:1-3 
Time of trouble 
 
Revelation 13:7 
It was granted to him 
(the beast) to make war 
with the saints and to 
overcome them. And 
authority was given 
him over every tribe, 
tongue, and nation. 
 
Revelation 19:2 
The great harlot 
corrupted the earth 
with her fornication and 
shed the blood of His 
servants. 
 
Revelation 19:13-17 The 
dragon persecuted the 
woman who gave birth 



Shemot HODF 5/2017 By Beth Mehaffey 

supply cities for 
Pharaoh, Pithom and 
Ramses. 
 
Pharaoh ordered the 
Hebrew midwives to 
kill the male babies 
when they were born 
but they feared God 
and did not obey 
Pharaoh. They claimed 
the Hebrews gave birth 
before they arrived. 

production quotas.   
**The Hebrew officers 
cried out to Pharaoh 
because of the beatings 
but they were told they 
were being idle, to 
work, and meet their 
quotas. They were 
upset with Moses and 
Aaron for making them 
abhorrent in the sight 
of Pharaoh and his 
servants. 
 
Moses asked YHVH why 
He’d brought trouble 
upon his people, and 
why He’d sent him. He 
was upset that Pharaoh 
had done evil to his 
people and that YHVH 
had not delivered His 
people at all. 
 
YHVH reminded Moses 
of His promise and told 
him what He would do.  
With a strong hand 
Pharaoh would let the 
people go, and with a 
strong hand he would 
drive them out of his 
land. 
 

to the male Child and 
sought to destroy her. 
He went to make war 
with the woman’s 
offspring who keep the 
commandments of God 
and have the testimony 
of Yeshua Messiah. 

As we can see, oppression comes in a variety of forms: murder to decrease population  (this is seen in 
abortion and desires of ruling elite), abuse, political, religious, etc. 

Moses comes to Pharaoh’s house 

Exodus 2:1-10 
A Levite married a 
daughter of Levi; the 
woman gave birth to a 
beautiful (טֹוב; good) 

child who they hid for 3 
months. 
 
Was Moses’ Hebrew 
name based on the 
Hebrew word tov? 

Exodus 5:1-4 
Afterward Moses and 
Aaron went in and told 
Pharaoh, "Thus says the 
Lord God of Israel: 'Let 
My people go, that they 
may hold a feast to Me 
in the wilderness.'"  
2 And Pharaoh said, 
"Who is the Lord, that I 
should obey His voice to 

Messiah’s first coming 
to earth centered 
around His birth and 
eventual ministry. 
 
Matthew 1:20-21 
The angel of YHVH 
appeared to Joseph in a 
dream and told him 
that the child Mary was 
carrying would be a son 

Messiah’s second 
coming to earth will 
center around His role 
as an adult warrior and 
deliverer. 
 
Prior to His arrival, the 
command for God’s 
people to come out of 
Babylon the Great 
begins.  This parallels 
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His mother couldn’t 
continue to hide him so 
she made an ark and 
sealed it, put him in it, 
and placed him among 
the reeds by the river 
bank. 
 
Pharaoh’s daughter 
found him and knew he 
was one of the 
Hebrews. The baby’s 
sister offered to find 
someone to nurse him. 
Pharaoh’s daughter 
agreed, so she called 
their mother to nurse 
him.  
 
She named the baby 
Moses because he was 
drawn out of the 
water.   
 
He survived a trial by 
ordeal (water) and was 
not put to death. 
 
Moses’ mother was 
paid to nurse him until 
he was weaned.  At 
that point, he was 
brought to Pharaoh’s 
daughter and he 
became her son. 

let Israel go? I do not 
know the Lord, nor will I 
let Israel go."  
3 So they said, "The 
God of the Hebrews has 
met with us. Please, let 
us go three days' 
journey into the desert 
and sacrifice to the Lord 
our God, lest He fall 
upon us with pestilence 
or with the sword."  
4 Then the king of Egypt 
said to them, "Moses 
and Aaron, why do you 
take the people from 
their work? Get back to 
your labor."  
 
This was the initial 
process of Moses being 
the deliverer of his 
people.  

that he should call 
Yeshua because He 
would save His people 
from their sins.  

God’s command to let 
His people go. 
 
Revelation 18:4-8 
A voice from heaven 
commanded God’s 
people to come out of 
Babylon the Great to 
avoid sharing in her sins 
and plagues.  God has 
remembered her 
iniquities. She will 
receive double for what 
she has done to God’s 
people.  She will receive 
the same measure of 
torment and sorrow 
that she gave God’s 
people.  She will be 
burned with fire. 
 
Revelation 19:11-21 
The King of kings and 
Lord of lords came out 
of heaven on a white 
horse to make war. The 
beast and false prophet 
were cast into the lake 
of fire. The rest were 
killed with the sword 
which proceeded from 
the mouth of Him who 
sat on the horse.  The 
birds devoured their 
flesh. 

Moses leaves/returns to Egypt 

Exodus 2:11-25 
When Moses was 
grown, he saw an 
Egyptian beating a 
Hebrew.  Thinking no 
one was looking, he 
killed the Egyptian and 
hid him in the sand. 
Two days later, he came 
upon two Hebrews 
fighting and questioned 

Moses returned to 
Egypt to fulfill his role 
as deliverer. 
 
Exodus 4:18-31 
Moses returned to his 
father-in-law, Jethro 
(“his abundance”) from 
the burning bush 
encounter at Mt. Sinai.  
He requested 

When Yeshua was 
grown, He 
demonstrated who He 
was by miraculous signs 
and wonders such as 
turning water into wine, 
feeding multitudes, and 
healing the sick, 
including the leprous. 
 
He offered living water 

Yeshua will return to 
earth by descending 
from the sky with His 
army for battle.   
 
Acts 1:11 
“…This same Yeshua, 
who was taken up from 
you into heaven, will so 
come in like manner as 
you saw Him go into 
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the one in the wrong by 
asking why he was 
striking his companion.  
This man asked Moses, 
Exodus 2:14:  "Who 
made you a prince and 
a judge over us? Do you 
intend to kill me as you 
killed the Egyptian?" 
He is rejecting Moses’ 
leadership over him. 
 
Moses was sure what 
he did was known. He 
fled from Pharaoh in 
Egypt and dwelled in 
the land of Midian.  He 
sat by a well.  The priest 
of Midian had 7 
daughters that came to 
the well to water their 
father’s flock.  Some 
shepherds came and 
drove them away; 
Moses stood up and 
helped them, and 
watered their flock. 
Reuel (“friend of God”) 
wondered how they 
were able to return so 
soon that day.  His 
daughters told him that 
an Egyptian delivered 
them from the hand of 
the shepherds, and 
drew enough water for 
them and watered the 
flock. 
 
Moses ends up 
delivering someone else 
from their enemies. 
 
Reuel wanted to know 
where this man was and 
why they left him.  He 
told them to call him to 
eat bread with them.  

permission to go back 
to Egypt to see if they 
were still alive.  Jethro 
told him to go in peace. 
YHVH assured Moses 
that all of those who 
sought his life were 
dead. 
Moses, his wife, and his 
sons left for Egypt, and 
Moses carried the rod 
of God in his hand. 
YHVH told Moses to do 
all the wonders He 
showed him before 
Pharaoh. 
 
YHVH basically told 
Moses to tell Pharaoh 
“Israel is My son, My 
firstborn. Let My people 
go that Israel may serve 
Me. If you refuse, I will 
kill your son, your 
firstborn.” This was 
YHVH’s plan all along. 
 
YHVH sought to kill 
Moses at the 
encampment. Zipporah, 
Moses’ wife took a 
sharp stone and cut off 
the foreskin of her son 
and cast it at Moses’ 
feet.  She called Moses 
a “bridegroom of 
blood” because of the 
circumcision. YHVH 
then let Moses go. 
 
The circumcision of 
Moses’ son is 
prefiguring Messiah 
who would be cut off. 
 
YHVH told Aaron to go 
into the wilderness to 
meet Moses.  He went 

to the Samaritan 
woman at the well, and 
essentially offers 
everyone the same 
(John 4:13-14). 
 
Judas Iscariot betrayed 
Yeshua with a kiss in the 
garden of Gethsemane 
in the Mount of Olives. 
 
Daniel 9:26 
"And after the sixty-two 
weeks Messiah shall be 
cut off, but not for 
Himself…” Messiah was 
to be cut off as a 
threshold covenant. 
YHVH is a “bridegroom 
of blood” because it 
fulfills YHVH’s plan. 
 
John 3:14-15 
“And as Moses lifted up 
the serpent in the 
wilderness, even so 
must the Son of Man be 
lifted up, 15 that 
whoever believes in 
Him should not perish 
but have eternal life.”  
 
After Yeshua’s death, 
burial, and resurrection 
after the 3rd day, He 
appeared to many 
people over a period of 
40 days. 
 
Yeshua left the earth 
by ascending into the 
sky and returned to His 
Father in Heaven. 
 
Acts 2:36 
"Therefore let all the 
house of Israel know 
assuredly that God has 

heaven."  
 
Mark 13:32-34 
"But of that day and 
hour no one knows, not 
even the angels in 
heaven, nor the Son, 
but only the Father.  33 
Take heed, watch and 
pray; for you do not 
know when the time is.”  
 
Revelation 19:11,13 
“11 Now I saw heaven 
opened, and behold, a 
white horse. And He 
who sat on him was 
called Faithful and True, 
and in righteousness He 
judges and makes 
war…  
13 He was clothed with 
a robe dipped in blood, 
and His name is called 
The Word of God.”  
 
The passage makes us 
ask: 

 Whose blood was on 
His robe? 

 How did it get there? 
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Moses was content to 
live with Reuel who 
gave his daughter 
Zipporah to him as a 
wife.  She gave birth to 
a son; Moses named 
Gershom (ג ְֵּרש ֹם; 
stranger there) because 
he had been a stranger 
 in a foreign (ג ֵּר)

 .land (נָכְִרי ָה)

 
The king of Egypt died.  
The children of Israel 
groaned because of 
their bondage and their 
cry went up to God. 
God heard them and 
remembered His 
covenant with 
Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob.  God looked 
upon the children of 
Israel and 
acknowledged them. 
 
God has not exactly 
forgotten His people. 
There is still the issue of 
timing in play (Genesis 
15:13-16). 

and met him on the 
mountain of God, and 
kissed him. 
 
Moses told Aaron 
everything that YHVH 
had told him and 
showed him all of the 
signs as well. 
 
Moses and Aaron 
gathered all of the 
elders of the children of 
Israel together, and 
Aaron told them all of 
the words YHVH had 
said to Moses. He then 
did the signs in their 
sight so that the people 
believed. 
  
Signs: 

 His rod turned into a 
serpent; became a 
rod again when taken 
by the tail. 

 He placed his hand in 
his bosom; when he 
pulled it out it 
became leprous. 
When he did it again, 
it was restored. 

 Water turned to 
blood. 

 
They bowed their heads 
and worshiped when 
they realized that YHVH 
had heard them, visited 
them, and seen their 
affliction. 

made this Yeshua, 
whom you crucified, 
both Lord and 
Messiah."  
 
Hebrews 9:28 
“so Messiah was 
offered once to bear 
the sins of many. To 
those who eagerly wait 
for Him He will appear 
a second time, apart 
from sin, for salvation.”  
 
Even so, Yeshua was 
rejected just as Moses 
was (Luke 10:16; Acts 
7:35; 1 Peter 2:4-8) 
 
The Father has 
committed all judgment 
to the Son (John 5:22-
23) 

CENTRAL AXIS: God calls Moses to deliver the children of Israel out of Egypt 

Exodus 3:1-4:17 
Moses was tending the flock of his father-in-law 
Jethro, the priest of Midian.  The angel of YHVH 
appeared to Moses in a burning bush at Horeb, the 
mountain of God. 

Yeshua is the good 
shepherd.  (John 10:11-
16) 
 
Yeshua came to seek 

YHVH wants His people 
to come out of spiritual 
Egypt. 
 
Revelation 18:4 
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Moses was not permitted to draw near until he 
took his sandals off; the place was holy.  A voice 
introduced Himself as the God of Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob but Moses hid his face since he was 
afraid to look upon God. 
 
YHVH said He’d seen the oppression of His people 
in Egypt, heard their cries, and knew their sorrows. 
He intended to deliver them out of Egypt and 
bring them to a land flowing with milk and honey,  
to the place of the Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, 
Perizzites, Hivites, and Jebusites. He has seen their 
oppression and was sending Moses to bring His 
people out of Egypt. 
 
Sign that YHVH sent Moses: You will serve God on 
this mountain. 
 
The Name of the God of Mose’s fathers: I AM/I 
WILL BE WHO I AM/I WILL BE (אֶהְיֶה אֲש ֶר אֶהְיֶה).  

Say אֶהְיֶה has sent me to you (אֲלֵּיכֶם).   This is 
God’s name, His memorial forever. 
 
YHVH told Moses to go and gather the elders of 
Israel together and tell them what He said.  They 
will heed you and go with you to the king of Egypt. 
You will tell him that YHVH God of the Hebrews 
has met with you all and to let the people go 3 
days’ journey into the wilderness that you may 
sacrifice to YHVH your God. YHVH was sure that 
the king of Egypt would say no, not even by a 
mighty hand. So I will strike Egypt with all My 
wonders. Not only that, but God will give them 
favor in the sight of the Egyptians so they will not 
go out empty-handed, but leave with articles of 
gold and silver, and clothing. 
 
Moses was concerned the elders wouldn’t believe 
that YHVH had appeared to them; therefore, God 
gave him 3 signs: 

 Rod  serpent rod when taken by the tail 
 

 Hand  in his bosom  leprous  in his 
bosom again  restored 

 

 Water from the river  poured on dry ground 

and save the lost. (Luke 
19:10) 
 
Yeshua gave himself for 
our sins in order to 
deliver us from this 
present evil age. 
(Galatians 1:4) 
 
This is the same kind of 
ministry Paul had.  On 
the road to Damascus, 
Yeshua told Paul, I will 
deliver you from the 
Jewish people, as well 
as from the Gentiles, to 
whom I now1 send you, 
 18 `to open their eyes, 
in order to turn them 
from darkness to light, 
and from the power of 
Satan to God, that they 
may receive forgiveness 
of sins and an 
inheritance among 
those who are 
sanctified by faith in 
Me.' (Act 26:17-18) 
 
We share this same 
ministry as we call 
God’s people out of 
Babylon the Great.  The 
signs we share are the 
truths and proper 
interpretation of 
Scripture. 

“And I heard another 
voice from heaven 
saying, "Come out of 
her (Babylon the Great), 
my people, lest you 
share in her sins, and 
lest you receive of her 
plagues.” 
 
Revelation 21:26 
And they shall bring the 
glory and the honor of 
the nations into it (New 
Jerusalem). 
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 will become blood 
 
Moses objected saying he was slow of speech and 
tongue. 
 
YHVH was not pleased with this.  He makes man’s 
mouth, the mute, deaf, and seeing, and the blind.  
He told Moses to go and that He would be with 
him mouth and teach him what to say. Still, Moses 
wanted him to send someone else. 
 
YHVH was angry with Moses. He said that his 
brother Aaron the Levite could speak well. Moses 
would speak the words to Aaron and put the 
words in his mouth.  YHVH would be with both of 
their mouths and teach him what to do. Aaron will 
be the spokesperson to the people and be Moses’ 
mouth.  Moses would be to him as God. Then will 
take his rod with which to do the signs. 

 

How should we view YHVH trying to kill Moses on his way back to Egypt?  What was the true purpose of 

the circumcision of Moses’ son?  I think the following parallels will shed light on the matter.  

Atonement for Sin 

Moses Amnon David Yeshua 

Moses came upon an 
Egyptian who was 
beating a Hebrew. 
 
[The reason for the 
beating is unknown but 
based on Amnon and 
David, some form of 
sexual immorality or 
accusations thereof could 
have taken place among 
those involved.  The one 
who was killed could 
have been guilty of such 
sin.  We just don’t know 
for sure.] 

Amnon premeditated 
rape against Tamar. 
 
Ammon raped his half-
sister, Tamar 

David impregnated 
Bathsheba while 
committing 
adultery with her.   
 
David planned to 
kill Uriah the Hittite 
after his sin with 
Bathsheba when he 
could not get Uriah 
to lie with 
Bathsheba. 

The High Priests and 
elders plotted to kill 
Yeshua. 
 
[They may have 
considered or actually 
accused Him of sexual 
immorality. This 
information is not in 
Scripture, but such 
suggestions circulate 
today.] 
 
The Romans beat Yeshua 
prior to His crucifixion. 

Moses killed the Egyptian 
 
Why did he look both 
ways? To see if he would 
be outnumbered if he 
came to the Hebrew’s 

Servants of Absalom 
killed Ammon as 
Absalom commanded. 

David commanded 
Joab to place Uriah 
in a place where he 
was likely to be 
killed in battle. 

The Romans killed Yeshua 
at direction of Pilate, the 
Chief Priests, and scribes. 
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defense? 
Did someone tell/cause 
Moses to kill the 
Egyptian?   

Exodus 21:12-13 
"He who strikes a man so 
that he dies shall surely 
be put to death.  
However, if he did not lie 
in wait, but God 
delivered him into his 
hand, then I will appoint 
for you a place where he 
may flee.  
 
 
Does this mean God 
delivered the Egyptian 
into Moses’ hand? 
 

Absalom urged David to 
allow Amnon and all the 
king’s sons to Baal Hazor 
where he had 
sheepshearers and David 
allowed them all to go. 

Joab, under David’s 
instructions 
delivered Uriah 
into the hands of 
the Ammonites so 
he would be killed. 

Isaiah 53:7 
Though mistreated, he 
was submissive — 
he did not open his 
mouth. 
Like a lamb led to be 
slaughtered, 
like a sheep silent before 
its shearers, 
he did not open his 
mouth. 
CJB 
 
Judas Ischariot delivered 
Yeshua into the hands of 
the chief priests, elders, 
and a great multitude 
(Matthew 26:47). 
 
God allowed it.  
Matthew 26:51-54 
At that, one of the men 
with Yeshua reached for 
his sword, drew it out 
and struck at the servant 
of the cohen hagadol, 
cutting off his ear. 52 
Yeshua said to him, “Put 
your sword back where it 
belongs, for everyone 
who uses the sword will 
die by the sword. 53 
Don’t you know that I 
can ask my Father, and 
he will instantly provide 
more than a dozen 
armies of angels to help 
me? 54 But if I did that, 
how could the passages 
in the Tanakh be fulfilled 
that say it has to happen 
this way?” 
CJB 

Moses fled to Midian The rest of the kings sons A messenger came Yeshua’s disciples ran 
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fled (2 Samuel 13:29) 
 
Absalom fled to Geshur 
and stayed there 3 years 
(2 Samuel 13:38) 

and told David the 
news of the battle 
and of Uriah’s 
death. 

away (Mark 14:50) 

After the death of 
Pharaoh, YHVH sent 
Moses back to Egypt with 
Aaron to speak His words 
by His authority to let the 
people go. 
 
Note similar idea of 
fleeing to a city of refuge 
until death of High Priest. 

Joab sent a wise woman 
to the king and gave her 
words to say to David. 
 
It was a story about one 
brother killing the other.   

YHVH sent Nathan 
to speak to David.  
He told David a 
story about a rich 
man taking a little 
ewe lamb from a 
poor man.   

Matthew 28:18 &20 
Yeshua came and talked 
with them. He said, “All 
authority in heaven and 
on earth has been given 
to me… and teaching 
them to obey everything 
that I have commanded 
you. CJB 

On the way to Egypt, 
YHVH sought to kill 
Moses. YHVH let Moses 
go once Zipporah 
circumcised their son. 
 
Did YHVH seek to kill him 
because the circumcision 
hadn’t been done, or was 
it related to the killing of 
the Egyptian many years 
prior?  The ones who 
sought Moses’ life were 
dead and YHVH had told 
Moses to return.  It 
appears blood had to be 
shed for the crime and 
the blood of circumcision 
sufficed. 

She told David she had 
lost one son but did not 
want her remaining 
son—her son’s killer 
executed by the avenger 
of blood. 

David said the rich 
man should be 
killed for his crime. 
Nathan said, “You 
are the man.” 

Circumcision of the flesh 
was not required in order 
to enter the covenant. 
 
Circumcision is a picture 
of the Messiah who was 
cut off as a threshold 
covenant. 
 
Physical circumcision is 
profitable if you keep the 
law. True Jews are 
circumcised in the heart, 
in the spirit (Romans 
2:25-29). The laws 
regarding Pesach still 
stand (Exodus 12:48-49). 
 
 

The first born Egyptians 
and animals were killed 
in the place of the first 
born Hebrews so that the 
Hebrews could be 
brought out of Egypt. 

2 Samuel 14:9 
And the woman of Tekoa 
said to the king, "My 
lord, O king, let the 
iniquity be on me and on 
my father's house, and 
the king and his throne 
be guiltless." 
 
2 Samuel 14:14-15 
Yet God does not take 
away a life; but He 
devises means, so that 
His banished ones are 

Nathan told David 
that the child who 
is born to him 
would surely die. 
 
This child must 
have died in 
David’s place for 
Uriah’s death. 

God devised the means 
of substitutionary 
sacrifice as the means of 
bringing His people out of 
bondage to sin and death 
and bring them into life 
and service to Him. 
 
John 3:14-17 
And as Moses lifted up 
the serpent in the 
wilderness, even so must 
the Son of Man be lifted 
up, 15 that whoever 
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not expelled from Him.  believes in Him should 
not perish but have 
eternal life.  16 For God 
so loved the world that 
He gave His only 
begotten Son, that 
whoever believes in Him 
should not perish but 
have everlasting life.  17 
For God did not send His 
Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but 
that the world through 
Him might be saved.  

 

It appears the pattern of how YHVH deals with sin is clear. He has provided a way so that people are not 

expelled from him forever.  It has been repeated several times. 

Let’s revisit the question, “Why would Moses have killed this Egyptian?”  Another possibility is taken 

from Targum Pseudo-Jonathan; Shemos: 

And he saw a Mizraite man strike a Jewish man of his brethren; and Mosheh turned, and 

considered in the wisdom of his mind, and understood that in no generation would there arise a 

proselyte from that Mizraite man, and that none of his children's children would ever be con-

verted; and he smote the Mizraite, and buried him in the sand. [JERUSALEM. And Mosheh, by 

the Holy Spirit, considering both the young, men, saw that, behold, no proselyte would ever 

spring from that Mizraite; and he killed him, and hid him in the sand.] 

By the way, the Hebrew word for strike (nakah) can also be used for kill. (Genesis 4:15 kill Cain; Genesis 

37:21 let us not kill him [Joseph]).  It is not ratsach which is used for “kill” in Exodus 20:13.  They are 

obviously synonyms.  Whether this version of Moses killing the Egyptian in the Targum Pseudo-Jonathan 

is correct or not, it is fortunate that Moses’ son had never been circumcised since it is the blood of the 

circumcision that allowed Moses to live.   

Here’s another passage on the circumcision of Moses’ son.  It confirms the idea that Zipporah wanted 

the blood of the circumcision to atone for Moses’ killing of the Egyptian. The following is taken from my 

blog post, “The Lord Call Moses to Deliver His People.”1 

As we continue reading Exodus 4, we encounter a strange incident that involves the 
circumcision of Moses’ son.  Perhaps it would be best to read that section of the Palestinian 
Targum on the Book of Shemoth (Exodus) for a fuller explanation: 

                                                           
1
 https://holyhiway.wordpress.com/2011/03/26/the-lord-calls-moses-to-deliver-his-people/ 
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“But it was on the way, in the place of lodging that the angel of the Lord met him, and sought to 
kill him, because Gershom his son had not been circumcised, inasmuch as Jethro his father-in-
law had not permitted him to circumcise him: but Eliezer had been circum-cised, by an 
agreement between them two. And Zipporah took a stone, and circumcised the foreskin of 
Gershom her son, and brought the severed part to the feet of the angel, the Destroyer, and said, 
The husband sought to circumcise, but the father-in-law obstructed him; and now let this blood 
of the circumcision atone for my husband. [JERUSALEM. And she circumcised the foreskin of her 
son, and brought before the feet of the Destroyer, and said, The husband could have cir-
cumcised, but the father-in-law did not permit him; but now, let the blood of this circumcision 
atone for the fault of this husband.] And the destroying angel desisted from him, so that 
Zipporah gave thanks, and said, How lovely is the blood of this circumcision that bath delivered 
my husband from the angel of destruction! [JERUSALEM. And when the Destroyer had ceased 
from him, Zipporah gave thanks and said, How lovely is the blood of this circumcision which 
hath saved my husband from the hand of the angel of death !]“[1] 

What we see here is that Zipporah is not despising the blood of the circumcision but is grateful 
for it.  In Exodus 4:25-26, Zipporah is making a statement of fact:  “Then Zipporah took a sharp 
stone and cut off the foreskin of her son and cast it at Moses’ feet, and said, “Surely you are a 
husband of blood to me!” 26 So He let him go. Then she said, “You are a husband of blood!” — 
because of the circumcision.”  

In a way, this passage prepares us for the idea that blood atonement is going to be the means of 
deliverance of God’s people forevermore.  Isn’t it strange how many Christians are grateful for 
the blood atonement of Yeshua Messiah yet they despise the Levitical sacrifices?  It should not 
be that way!  If our Bridegroom was not a husband of blood to us, we would not be able to 
stand in the presence of God.  Instead, we would spend eternity in the lake of fire.  Praise the 
Lord because He has given us a means to cut off the fleshly nature and live according to the 
Spirit of the Lord! 

Exodus chapter 4 ends as the Lord commands Aaron to meet Moses in the wilderness at the 
mountain of God.  Moses was able to spend time with Aaron there and tell him everything that 
the Lord had said.  After that, they went to Egypt, gathered the elders of the children of Israel 
together, demonstrated the miraculous signs, the people believed what they had been told, and 
they all worshipped the Lord. 

[1] Palestinian Targum on the Book of Shemoth, of Exodus  http://targum.info/pj/pjex1-6.htm  

 

 

Note the following events displayed in chiastic fashion: 
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Moses killed an Egyptian.  Perhaps he sensed his role as a deliverer of the Hebrews, but the time was 

not right.  YHVH was the blood avenger who came to kill Moses on his way back to Egypt. 

The blood of the circumcision of Moses’ son was required to avoid Moses’ death; it is still the sign of 

the covenant between YHVH and Abraham. 

Moses returns to Egypt as deliverer; YHVH initiates threshold covenant with the blood of the seh 

(animal from the sheep or goats) of the Pesach. 

The blood of physical circumcision is required of the ger and of a servant bought with a price 

in order to come near and eat Pesach and be as a native of the land because they were not 

present for the original Pesach (Exodus 12:47-49). 

**Terms of covenant given at Mount Sinai. 

The blood of physical circumcision is required of the ger and a servant bought with a price in 

order to eat Pesach and be as a native of the land because they were not present for the 

original Pesach. 

Yeshua comes as deliverer, an agent of salvation, to establish the new threshold covenant by 

being the lamb of the Pesach. 

The blood of the circumcision of believers should still be a sign of the covenant. It is not for purpose 

of conversion; instead, Gentiles have been brought near by the blood of Messiah (Ephesians 2:11-

13). They have been bought with a price (1 Corinthians 6:20; 7:18-23). Physical circumcision is a type 

of the cutting off of our Messiah, as well as circumcision of the heart. Those who obey the law are 

counted as circumcised (Romans 2:25-29). It seems the law of Pesach still stands (Exodus 12:47-49). 

Yeshua returns to kill His enemies; He is the blood avenger (role of kinsmen redeemer).  

 

Please take time to read the Scriptures mentioned above.  Bear in mind the command given to Abraham 

in Genesis 17:13-14:  “He who is born in your house and he who is bought with your money must be 

circumcised, and My covenant shall be in your flesh for an everlasting covenant. 14 And the 

uncircumcised male child, who is not circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin, that person shall be cut off 

from his people; he has broken My covenant."  

 

 


