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Esther  

A Picture of the Bride of Messiah 

By Beth Mehaffey 

 

The story of Esther unfolds near the end of the Babylonian captivity. The Medes and the 

Persians had already taken over Babylon and Cyrus had already been succeeded by Ahasuerus 

(Xerxes or Artexerxes) by the time our story took place yet the Jews had still not returned to 

their homeland. 

 

Esther Chapter 1 

In the commentary section of the Stone Edition of the TaNaCh (p. 1752-1753), it tells us 

something interesting that is not revealed in the Biblical narrative.  (TaNaCh is an abbreviation 

for the Jewish Old Testament which consists of the Torah, Prophets, and Writings.)  It says that 

Queen Vashti refused to come when called by the king because God had caused her to have 

leprosy and that she had not refused to come out of modesty.  I do not know if this information 

is accurate or not; however, this information is odd considering the king wanted to show off her 

beauty to all the people and officials that were attending his feast.   

Even though the Bible says Vashti made a feast for the women in the royal palace, we don’t 

know how much she mingled among the women, if at all.  If Vashti had been a Jew, she would 

have been required to live away from others.  When the Hebrews dwelt in the wilderness, a 

metzora (leper) was required to live outside the camp so that the Tabernacle would not 

become defiled. 

The Hebrew word for leprosy in the Bible is tzaraas.  A leper is known as a metzora.  There is no 

English equivalent for tzaraas or metzora.  The English word “leprosy” is misleading because 

normally leprosy refers to Hansen’s disease.  Tzaraas is not Hansen’s disease, which is a 

treatable medical condition.  A person with tzaraas was considered tamei -- spiritually unclean 

or defiled as opposed to tahor—spiritually clean. 

We are living in a time in which we do not understand basic concepts such as being clean and 

unclean or holy and unholy. 

When the millennial kingdom of begins, it will be necessary for the priests serving in the 

millennial temple to teach God’s people these things.  Ezekiel 44:23 says, "And they shall teach 
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My people the difference between the holy [kodesh] and the unholy [chol], and cause them to 

discern between the unclean [tamei] and the clean [tahor].  NKJV 

Leviticus describes in detail the causes of uncleanness and how to be cleansed.  Being ritually 

cleansed was necessary in order to approach God and to prevent the Tabernacle from 

becoming defiled.   

Spiritual uncleanness of tzaraas is transmittable to others (Lev. 22:4-7).  If a priest came in 

contact with a metzora, he would become tamei (spiritually unclean) until evening.  The priest 

would be required to immerse himself in a mikvah (baptismal pool) before he could be 

considered clean once again. 

Tzaraas could also be found on inanimate objects such as clothing and in houses.   It is 

misleadingly translated in English as mildew although the physical descriptions are similar to 

mildew. 

The Stone Edition of the TaNaCh (p. 272) gives us further information on tzaraas:   

“Tzaraas is the physical manifestation of a spiritual malaise.  The primary cause of 

tzaraas is the sin of slander.  Similarly, it is a punishment for the sins of blood-shed, false 

oaths, sexual immorality, pride, robbery, and selfishness (Arachin 16a, Midrash).  Thus 

tzaraas is a Divine retribution for the offender’s failure to feel the needs and share the 

hurt of others.  God isolates him from society, so that he can experience the pain he has 

imposed on others – and heal himself through repentance.”   

If a person with tzaraas was healed by God, he was to present himself to the priest.  The priest 

would examine him to determine whether or not God had healed him.  If he was found to be 

healed by God, the priest would perform a purification ritual. 

Read and summarize Luke 17:12-19.   

 

 

Look specifically at verse 14 and 17.  What word do these verses use to describe the healing of 

the ten men who were on their way to see the priest? 

 

You see, these men had to be “cleansed” of their uncleanness before they could be examined 

and declared clean by the priest.  They still needed to fulfill the purification ritual according to 

the law. 
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Read Leviticus 14:1-32 which describes the purification ritual for a healed metzora.   

The purification ritual for a cleansed/healed leper uses two live, clean birds, the cedar wood, 

the crimson thread, running water, and hyssop.  The imagery of this ritual is one of rebirth 

and/or resurrection.  Based on this statement, consider Yeshua’ death, burial, and resurrection 

and describe what you believe the elements of this purification ritual might represent. 

1. Slaughtered bird: 

 

2. Living bird: 

 

3. Cedar wood: 

 

4. Crimson thread: 

 

5. Hyssop: 

 

6. Running water: 

 

Let’s look at a different passage of Scripture.  Compare and contrast Matthew 22:1-21 with 

Esther 1:1-12.   

Esther 1:1-21 Matthew 22:1-21 

Vs. 5:  The king had a 7 day feast. Vs. 2: 
 
 

Vs. 12:  Queen Vashti refused to come when 
invited. 

Vs. 3-5: 
 
 

Vs. 19-21:  Queen Vashti could no longer come 
before the king.   
 
Rashi (an acrostic for Rabbi Shlomo Yitzchaki), 
a famous Jewish Bible commentator said that 
the royal edict that went forth was an edict to 
execute her and it was for this reason that 
Queen Vashti never appeared before the king 
again.   
 

Vs. 11-14: 
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Matthew 7:21-23 says, “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord!’ will enter the Kingdom of 

Heaven, only those who do what my Father in heaven wants.  On that Day, many will say to me, 

‘Lord, Lord! Didn’t we prophesy in your name?  Didn’t we expel demons in your name? Didn’t we 

perform many miracles in your name?’  Then I will tell them to their faces, ‘I never knew you! 

Get away from me, you workers of lawlessness!’  CJB 

Apparently, there are people who appear to be believers in Messiah in the churches who 

actually aren’t.  They are really workers of lawlessness.  Another way to define lawlessness is 

“Torah-lessness”.  Those who do not live according to the law do not practice righteousness.  In 

other words, they don’t wear wedding garments and won’t be allowed at the wedding feast. 

I believe what we see here in Queen Vashti is a picture of a Torah-less woman deserving of 

tzaraas.  By being permanently removed from the king’s presence, she is a picture of the man 

cast out of the wedding feast for not wearing wedding clothes.  She was not worthy of being 

queen because she refused to come to the feast.  She is a picture of all non-believers who have 

not been born again.   

Those who are not born again of water and blood practice lawlessness.  Even though some may 

appear to be worthy of being the bride of Messiah, they are not.  They will not be permitted to 

spend eternity with Yeshua.  

Surely Queen Vashti was a beautiful woman.  Sadly, she was probably a whitewashed tomb full 

of dead peoples’ bones and all kinds of rottenness.  Woe to us if we are like her. 

Examine yourself.  Are you like Queen Vashti – physically beautiful on the outside but spiritually 

unclean on the inside?   

 

1 John 1:9 says, “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” NKJV 

 

Ask God to reveal any rottenness that dwells within you.  Confess your sins and then pray 

David’s prayer:   

Psalm 51:7-13: “Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; Wash me, and I shall be 

whiter than snow.  Make me hear joy and gladness, That the bones You have broken 

may rejoice.  Hide Your face from my sins, And blot out all my iniquities.  Create in me a 

clean heart, O God, And renew a steadfast spirit within me.  Do not cast me away from 

Your presence, And do not take Your Holy Spirit from me.  Restore to me the joy of Your 
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salvation, And uphold me by Your generous Spirit.  Then I will teach transgressors Your 

ways, And sinners shall be converted to You.”  NKJV 

 

Do you know of someone who is similar to Queen Vashti – physically beautiful on the outside 

but spiritually unclean on the inside?  Write down their initials and pray that they will be able to 

see in you an inner beauty and cleanness that can only be accomplished when Yeshua is Lord 

and Savior.   
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Esther Chapter 2 

Thematic connections exist between Moses, Esther, Daniel, Zechariah, and Revelation.  As we 

compare and contrast these parallels, God will show us several things about the people found 

in the book of Esther. 

Moses Esther Daniel Yeshua Revelation/Zechariah 

Moses was 
hidden for 
three months 
after birth.  
When he 
could no 
longer be 
hidden, he 
was placed in 
a basket that 
had been 
sealed with 
pitch and tar.  
The basket 
was placed 
into the Nile 
River where 
it was found 
and drawn 
out by 
Pharaoh’s 
daughter. 
 

Then the king's 
servants who 
attended him 
said: "Let 
beautiful young 
virgins be sought 
for the king; and 
let the king 
appoint officers 
in all the 
provinces of his 
kingdom, that 
they may gather 
all the beautiful 
young virgins to 
Shushan the 
citadel, into the 
women's 
quarters, under 
the custody of 
Hegai the king's 
eunuch, 
custodian of the 
women. And let 
beauty 
preparations be 
given them.  
Then let the 
young woman 
who pleases the 
king be queen 
instead of 
Vashti."  This 
thing pleased 
the king, and he 
did so.  
 

King 
Nebuchadnezzar 
instructed 
Ashpenaz, the 
master of his 
eunuchs, to bring 
some of the children 
of Israel and some 
of the king's 
descendants and 
some of the nobles, 
young men in whom 
there was no 
blemish, but good-
looking, gifted in all 
wisdom, possessing 
knowledge and 
quick to understand, 
who had ability to 
serve in the king's 
palace, and whom 
they might teach the 
language and 
literature of the 
Chaldeans. 
 

Everyone in the 
Roman empire 
was instructed 
to go to their 
own towns to 
be registered.  
Joseph took 
Mary and went 
to Bethlehem. 

Two Witnesses (priest 
and king) prophesy for 
1260 days (3 1/2 
years).  Rev. 11:3-4 
 
The nation of Israel will 
need to be prepared 
when their deliverer 
comes. 
 
 



7 
 

Moses was 
brought into 
Egyptian 
royalty, in 
the custody 
of Pharaoh’s 
daughter. 

Esther brought 
into the king’s 
palace and given 
special 
treatment by 
Hegai the 
custodian of 
women. 

Daniel, Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abed-
Nego given special 
treatment and not 
required to defile 
themselves with 
unclean foods. 

After Yeshua 
was born, men 
from the east 
came and gave 
presents to 
Yeshua.  Soon 
after that 
Joseph was 
warned in a 
dream to take 
his family to 
Egypt.  

And if anyone wants to 
harm them, fire 
proceeds from their 
mouth and devours 
their enemies.  
 
These have special 
power to shut heaven, 
so that no rain falls in 
the days of their 
prophecy; and they 
have power over 
waters to turn them to 
blood, and to strike the 
earth with all plagues, 
as often as they desire. 
Rev. 11:3-6 

Moses 
thought he 
had secretly 
killed an 
Egyptian who 
had beaten 
another 
Hebrew.  But 
his secret 
became 
known and 
revealed to 
Pharaoh. 

Secret plot to 
kill the king 
discovered and 
revealed by 
Mordecai. 

Secret 
interpretation of 
Nebuchadnezzar’s 
dream was revealed 
to Daniel in a night 
vision so that Daniel 
and his friends 
wouldn’t be killed. 

Herod secretly 
called the wise 
men to 
determine 
when the star 
appeared.  He 
then gave 
orders to have 
all male 
children two 
years old and 
under to be 
killed in and 
around 
Bethlehem. 

Two witnesses (priest 
and king) prophesied 
what was revealed to 
them by the Holy Spirit.  
They were killed by the 
beast which came out 
of the abyss.  They 
were resurrected after 
3 and ½ days. 
Rev. 11:7-12 
 
Could they be killed as 
the result of a secret 
plot? 

 

Whether we realize it or not patterns in the Bible were repeated in different generations and 

God continues to repeat these same patterns in the lives of people today.  It’s important to 

note that not everything happens in the same order all of the time but usually similar elements 

are there. 

Ecclesiastes 1:9  says, “What has been is what will be, what has been done is what will be done, 

and there is nothing new under the sun.”  CJB 

Let’s take another look at our thematic connections above and identify the first few steps of the 

current pattern we’re looking at: 

1. God prepares to position His people. 

2. God equips His people and sharpens and enhances their skills and physical appearance 

and/or character. 
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3. God positions His people. 

4. Something happens privately that is eventually revealed that prevents or causes death. 

In chapter 2, we learn how Esther came to live in the King’s palace.  The king’s officials had 

gathered together the beautiful virgins of the city and brought them to the palace.  These 

virgins knew that one of them would be favored by the king and chosen to be his new queen.  

Esther was one of many women who were brought in at this time.  She had already found favor 

with Hegai who helped to prepare her for her encounter with the king. 

Read Esther 2:9-13 and tell how the women were prepared to meet the king. 

9 Now the young woman pleased him, and she obtained his favor; so he readily gave beauty 

preparations to her, besides her allowance. Then seven choice maidservants were provided for 

her from the king's palace, and he moved her and her maidservants to the best place in the 

house of the women…  

12 Each young woman's turn came to go in to King Ahasuerus after she had completed twelve 

months' preparation, according to the regulations for the women, for thus were the days of 

their preparation apportioned: six months with oil of myrrh, and six months with perfumes and 

preparations for beautifying women. 13 Thus prepared, each young woman went to the king, 

and she was given whatever she desired to take with her from the women's quarters to the 

king's palace. 

 

 

 

Describe a time when you were prepared for a particular position.   How were you prepared? 

 

 

 

Just as Esther had to be made ready to meet the king, we have to be ready for many things too.  

Read the following verses. Indicate whether or not you’re ready for each event or task and 

explain why.  If you’re not ready, tell do you need to do to get ready.   
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Ready for worship, meeting together, and to use our spiritual gifts… 

_____  1 Cor 14:26-27   What is our conclusion, brothers? Whenever you come together, let 

everyone be ready with a psalm or a teaching or a revelation, or ready to use his gift of tongues 

or give an interpretation; but let everything be for edification.  CJB 

Ready to obey… 

_____  2 Corinthians 7:15  And his [Titus] affection for you is all the greater as he remembers 

how ready you were to obey and how you received him with reverence and respect. CJB  

Ready in giving… 

_____  2 Corinthians 9:5  So I thought it necessary to urge these brothers to go on to you ahead 

of me and prepare your promised gift in plenty of time; this way it will be ready when I come 

and will be a genuine gift, not something extracted by pressure.  CJB 

Ready to share… 

_____  1 Tim 6:18-19  Charge them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, to be generous and 

ready to share.  In this way they will treasure up for themselves a good foundation for the 

future, so that they may lay hold of the real life.  CJB 

Ready to be a vessel of honor for good works… 

_____  2 Tim 2:21-22  If a person keeps himself free of defilement by the latter, he will be a 

vessel set aside for honorable use by the master of the house and ready for every kind of good 

work.  CJB 

Ready to defend your faith… 

_____  1 Peter 3:15-16  but treat the Messiah as holy, as Lord in your hearts; while remaining 

always ready to give a reasoned answer to anyone who asks you to explain the hope you have in 

you — yet with humility and fear,  CJB 

Ready for Yeshua’ coming… 

_____  Matt 24:44:  Therefore you too must always be ready, for the Son of Man will come when 

you are not expecting him. CJB  

Ready for the final judgment… 
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_____  1 Peter 4:5-6  But they will have to give an account to him who stands ready to judge the 

living and the dead.  CJB 

 

During the whole process of trying to find a suitable bride, King Ahasuerus had been seeing all 

the virgins of the land.  He had to choose or elect which one would become the next queen of 

Persia.   

Esther 2:17-18 says, “The king loved Esther more than all the other women, and she 

obtained grace and favor in his sight more than all the virgins; so he set the royal crown 

upon her head and made her queen instead of Vashti.”  NKJV 

What do you think determined that Esther would be being elected?  Mark your choice(s) below. 

__ Esther’s clothes 

__ Esther’s cosmetics and jewelry 

__ Esther’s personality 

__Esther’s beauty treatments 

__ Esther followed Hegai’s recommendations 

__What Esther said or did in the king’s presence 

 

Just as Esther was elected, the bride of Christ must be elected out of all the peoples of the 

earth.  We may not understand all the reasons behind God’s choice.  We may not realize He 

really chooses us but the following verses make it clear that He does.   

Here are only a few of the verses that indicate God’s people are elected or chosen: 

Isaiah 45:4  For Jacob My servant's sake, And Israel My elect, I have even called you by your 

name; I have named you, though you have not known Me.  NKJV 

Mark 13:22-23  For false christs and false prophets will rise and show signs and wonders to 

deceive, if possible, even the elect.  NKJV 

Matthew 24:31  And He will send His angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they will 

gather together His elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other.  NKJV 

Romans 8:33-34  Who shall bring a charge against God's elect? It is God who justifies.  NKJV 
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1 Peter 1:1-2  Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ [Yeshua Messiah], To God's elect, strangers in the 

world, scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia and Bithynia, who have been 

chosen according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through the sanctifying work of the 

Spirit, for obedience to Yeshua Christ and sprinkling by his blood:  Grace and peace be yours in 

abundance.  NIV 

 

Many people believe that Israel is no longer God’s elect but that is not true.  The church did not 

replace Israel as God’s elect.  On the contrary, the church/assembly has been grafted into 

Israel.  According to the apostle Paul, this plan was hidden for ages by God. 

Consider the following verses: 

John 10:16  Also I [Yeshua] have other sheep which are not from this pen; I need to bring them, 

and they will hear my voice; and there will be one flock, one shepherd.  CJB 

Romans 11:16-24  For if the firstfruit is holy, the lump is also holy; and if the root is holy, so are 

the branches. And if some of the branches were broken off, and you, being a wild olive tree, 

were grafted in among them, and with them became a partaker of the root and fatness of the 

olive tree, do not boast against the branches. But if you do boast, remember that you do not 

support the root, but the root supports you.  You will say then, "Branches were broken off that I 

might be grafted in." Well said. Because of unbelief they were broken off, and you stand by 

faith. Do not be haughty, but fear.  For if God did not spare the natural branches, He may not 

spare you either.  Therefore consider the goodness and severity of God: on those who fell, 

severity; but toward you, goodness, if you continue in His goodness. Otherwise you also will be 

cut off.  And they also, if they do not continue in unbelief, will be grafted in, for God is able to 

graft them in again.  For if you were cut out of the olive tree which is wild by nature, and were 

grafted contrary to nature into a cultivated olive tree, how much more will these, who are 

natural branches, be grafted into their own olive tree?  NKJV 

Ephesians 3:5-6:  In past generations it was not made known to mankind, as the Spirit is now 

revealing it to his emissaries and prophets, that in union with the Messiah and through the 

Good News the Gentiles were to be joint heirs, a joint body and joint sharers with the Jews in 

what God has promised.  CJB 

 

After reading these verses, record your thoughts or questions concerning election here: 

 



12 
 

 

 

 

Define grace in your own words: 

 

What do you believe the role of grace in salvation is?   

 

 

People often think of Ephesians 2:8-9 which says, “For by grace you have been saved through 

faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast.”  

NKJV 

 

Many people believe grace is some kind of powerful or mystical force that causes us to be 

saved but I don’t believe that’s really what grace is.  I tend to believe that what makes our 

understanding of grace so difficult is a result of improperly studying the Bible, language 

barriers, and cute little acronyms we use to define it.  Having said that, let’s try to examine the 

original terms used for grace and see if we can get the cobwebs out of the way so we can 

understand it better. 

One difficulty we face is that the Old Testament was written in Hebrew and the New Testament 

was written in Greek.  Fortunately, the Greek Septuagint was widely used during the time of 

Yeshua and it was translated into Greek by the Jews who obviously knew Greek.  We can use 

that to compare and contrast the Hebrew to the equivalent Greek. 

  

Old Testament References New Testament References Meaning Comments 

Chen (2580) Gen. 6:8 (Noah) 
Gen. 39:21 
(Joseph) 
Zech. 12:10 

Charin (5484) 
Charis (5485) 

Ephesians 2:8-
9 

Grace, favor Used most often for 
“grace” in NT 
 

Chesed (2617) 1 Kings 8:23, 
Neh. 1:5 

Eleos (1656) 
Eleeo (1653) 

Luke 10:37 
Heb. 4:16 
James 2:13 

Mercy, kindness, 
compassion, 
grace 

Used most often for 
mercy and kindness in 
NT. 
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Now let’s look at Esther 2:17-18 again. 

Esther 2:17-18 says, “The king loved Esther more than all the other women, and she 

obtained grace [OT:2580] and favor [OT:2617] in his sight more than all the virgins; so 

he set the royal crown upon her head and made her queen instead of Vashti.”  NKJV 

 Different Bibles translate these two words differently. 

CJB Favor and approval 

NKJV Grace and favor 

NIV Favor and approval 

RSV Grace and favor 

NASB Favor and kindness 

  

 No wonder we’re so confused! 

Strangely in this particular case, the Greek Septuagint only uses charin [NT:5484] which seems 

to be equivalent of chen [OT:2580] and chesed [OT:2517] in this verse.  Perhaps at times, their 

meaning is one and the same. 

 

Ephesians 2:8-9 says, “For by grace [NT: 5485] you have been saved through faith, and that not 

of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast.”  NKJV 

Rom 11:5-8 says, “Even so then, at this present time there is a remnant according to the election 

of [chosen by] grace [NT: 5485].  And if by grace [NT: 5485], then it is no longer of works; 

otherwise grace [NT: 5485] is no longer grace [NT: 5485].  But if it is of works, it is no longer 

grace [NT: 5485]; otherwise work is no longer work.  What then? Israel has not obtained what it 

seeks; but the elect have obtained it, and the rest were blinded.”  NKJV 

I think that what this verse is saying is that God chooses His remnant based on who He favors.  

We understand that our salvation is not earned by works but it does seem that our works 

sometimes and somehow gain favor (grace) with God.  For example, Psalm 106:29-31 indicates 

Pinchas was credited with righteousness for what he had done: 

Ps 106:30-31:  Then Pinchas (Phinehas) stood up and executed judgment; so the plague 

was checked.  That was credited to him as righteousness, through all generations 

forever.  CJB 

It also seems that works alone do not always gain God’s favor.  Trust is another factor that gains 

God’s favor. 
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Romans 4:23-25:  But the words, “it was credited to his account . . . ,” were not written 

for him [Abraham] only. They were written also for us, who will certainly have our 

account credited too, because we have trusted in him who raised Yeshua [Yeshua] our 

Lord from the dead —  Yeshua [Yeshua], who was delivered over to death because of our 

offenses and raised to life in order to make us righteous. CJB 

We can never fully know why God extends His favor to everyone.  Even the apostle Paul was 

chief among sinners yet God drew Paul to Himself.  I assume it is because Paul was so zealous 

for God’s law. 

What’s important for us to understand is if charis [NT: 5485] is the same as chen [OT: 2580], 

then Noah (Genesis 6:8), Joseph (Gen. 39:21), and other Old Testament people experienced 

God’s grace…the same grace by which we are saved (Zech. 12:10, Eph. 2:8-9). 

Why did Noah find grace?   

Gen 6:8-10 says, “But Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord. This is the genealogy of 

Noah. Noah was a just man, perfect in his generations. Noah walked with God.”  NKJV   

This is another time when it seems Noah’s behavior had something to do with it. 

I believe the elect of the Old Testament were saved because of God’s grace (favor) just as we 

are today.  They demonstrated their faith by their actions and were declared righteous by God.  

They trusted that the blood sacrifices they performed out of love and obedience to God 

provided atonement for their sins in the same way that we trust Yeshua’ sacrifice provides 

atonement and takes away our sins. 

Just as Esther was chosen to be the queen of Persia by King Ahasuerus, the Bride of Messiah is 

chosen.  Just as Esther experienced the favor (grace) of King Ahasuerus, the Bride of Messiah 

experiences the favor (grace) of God. 

 

Discuss your understanding of election and grace as it pertains to Esther and believers in 

Messiah.  Has it changed since beginning this study?  If so, why? 
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Esther Chapter 3 

Let’s continue to look at the thematic connections of this chapter. 

Moses Esther Daniel Yeshua Revelation/Zechariah 

While Moses was 
in Midian, the king 
of Egypt died.  A 
new pharaoh arose 
in his place. 
 
God raised up 
Moses to deliver 
His people.  God 
made Moses a lord 
over Pharaoh, and 
Aaron, his brother, 
his speaker. 

Haman elevated 
above the other 
princes by the 
king. 

Daniel, Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abed-
Nego promoted over 
the province of 
Babylon to lead. 
 

When Yeshua 
was baptized 
and came up 
out of the 
water, the Holy 
Spirit 
descended on 
him. 
 
To minister, 
heal, & deliver. 

Leopard-Bear-Lion Beast will 
arise from the Sea  

All Pharaoh’s were 
considered to be 
gods. 

According to 
Rashi, Haman had 
made himself a 
god. 

Nebuchadnezzar’s 
statue set up in the 
plain of Dura.  

God said, “This 
is My Son in 
whom I’m well 
pleased.” 

Beast of the Earth causes 
everyone to make an image 
of the Beast of the Sea 

They were 
worshipped as 
such. 

All the king's 
servants who 
were within the 
king's gate bowed 
and paid homage 
to Haman,  
 

The viceroys, 
prefects, governors, 
judges, treasurers, 
counselors, sheriffs, 
all the provincial 
officials, languages, 
nations, and peoples 
bowed down to the 
statue 
 

People began 
to follow 
Yeshua. 

Beast of the Earth (False 
Prophet) causes everyone 
to worship the Beast of the 
Sea 

Pharaoh would not 
bow/yield to the 
commands of God 
given through 
Moses. 

Mordecai would 
not bow down to 
Haman 

Shadrach, Meshach, 
and Abed-Nego 
would not bow down 
to or worship the 
statue 

The Pharisees 
and Saducees 
would not 
acknowledge 
that Yeshua is 
Lord. 

Those who keep the 
commands of God and the 
faith of Yeshua Messiah do 
not worship the beast or his 
image. 

Pharaoh ordered 
baby boys to be 
killed by casting 
them in the Nile 
River. 
 
God planned to kill 
Egypt’s firstborn 
sons. 

Haman created 
an edict to 
exterminate the 
Jews. 

They were cast into 
the fiery furnace in 
order to kill them. 

The non-
believing Jews 
planned to kill 
Yeshua. 

The dragon was infuriated 
over the woman and went 
off to fight the rest of her 
children, those who obey 
God’s commands and bear 
witness to Yeshua. 
Rev 12:17 
 
Many will be martyred for 
their faith. 
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This time, I’d like you to review the pattern we see here.  I’ve included the previous steps for 

you. 

1. God prepares to position His people. 

2. God equips His people and sharpens and enhances their skills and physical appearance 

and/or character. 

3. God positions His people. 

4. Something happens privately that is eventually revealed that prevents or causes death. 

5. Someone arises to do good or evil. 

6. False or true worship takes place. 

7. Man either acknowledges or rejects God. 

8. A plan is made to kill the righteous. 

 

 

Pharaoh, Haman, King Nebuchadnezzar, Judas Iscariot/Religious leaders of Yeshua’ day, and the 

Beast of the Sea all have the same desire Satan does—to be worshiped as if he were God and 

the destruction of God’s people. 

Esther 3:9  If it please the king, have a decree written for their destruction; and I 

[Haman] will hand over 330 tons of silver to the officials in charge of the king’s affairs to 

deposit in the royal treasury.  CJB 

John 13:2-3  And supper being ended, the devil having already put it into the heart of 

Judas Iscariot, Simon's son, to betray Him,  NKJV 

Rev 12:17  The dragon was infuriated over the woman and went off to fight the rest of 

her children, those who obey God’s commands and bear witness to Yeshua [Yeshua].  CJB 

Rev 20:4  And I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded for testifying about 

Yeshua and proclaiming the Word of God, also those who had not worshipped the beast 

or its image and had not received the mark on their foreheads and on their hands.  CJB 

 

Do you know someone who harbors hatred in their heart for believers in Messiah and all of 

Israel?  Pray that their hearts will be hardened and that they will repent and make Yeshua their 

Lord before it is too late. 

 

Let’s take a closer look at ourselves.   
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Has God ever put you in a position above others?  If so, tell about it.  If not, do you desire such a 

position?  If so, why? 

Did/Do you enjoy your position?  Were the responsibilities too great for you to handle? 

Did/Do others sense you abused the power you had over them?  How did you respond to those 

under you?  If you do not hold such a position, how do you respond to those who rule over 

you? 

 

 

Explain how you find significance in power and position.  How do you expect others to respond 

to your power and position?  Is God pleased with your performance of your duties or do you 

think He would be more pleased if you changed your management style?  

 

 

 

Pray that God will show you how to better lead others or to submit to your leaders.  Ask God to help 

you find your significance as a child of God instead of in power and position.  Record what you believe 

God is revealing to you concerning this aspect of your spiritual relationship with Him and your position 

in the world.



18 
 

Esther Chapter 4 

Moses Esther Daniel Yeshua Revelation/Zechariah 

The children 
of Israel 
increased 
abundantly 
and mightily; 
they were 
considered a 
potential 
threat to 
Egypt 

Ch 3 Haman 
suggested to King 
Ahasuerus that the 
Jews should be 
destroyed because 
they follow their 
own laws; they are 
different from the 
people of the land. 

Daniel and his 
friends chose to 
follow YHVH’s 
laws in order not 
to defile 
themselves; and to 
worship only YHVH 

Yeshua properly 
taught YHVH’s 
laws as they were 
meant to be 
understood and 
obeyed.  He was 
seen as a threat to 
the religious 
establishment. 

The assembly is urged to 
come out of the harlot, 
Babylon the Great; to 
obey God’s law; and 
keep the testimony of 
Messiah. 
They are likely 
considered a threat to 
those around them. 

The Hebrew 
midwives 
were 
admonished 
to follow the 
commands of 
Pharaoh to kill 
the boys 
when they 
were born. 

Ch 4 Mordecai 
warned Esther of 
Haman’s edict to 
kill the Jews which 
was sealed by the 
king. 

People were 
warned that if they 
did not fall down 
and worship the 
statue, they were 
to be cast into the 
fiery furnace by 
order of the king.   

Prior to His arrest, 
Yeshua warned 
Peter that Peter 
would deny Him. 

We have been warned 
that those who worship 
the beast and its image 
and receive the mark on 
his forehead or on his 
hand will experience 
God’s rage.  
 

Finally, 
Pharaoh 
commanded 
their newborn 
sons to be 
thrown in the 
river…another 
opportunity 
to obey his 
wishes. 

Mordecai would 
not bow down or 
pay homage to  
Haman despite 
being spoken to 
daily about it. 

Daniel’s friends 
had a second 
chance to bow 
down to the statue 
and were warned 
of the 
consequences for 
failing to obey. 
 

Peter had 3 
opportunities to 
deny Yeshua’s 
prophecy.  He was 
later given three 
commands to feed 
Yeshua’s sheep. 

They will probably be 
given multiple chances 
to deny Messiah and 
bow down to and obey 
the beast. 

Moses’ 
mother hid 
Moses for 3 
months. 

Esther and the rest 
of the Jews decided 
to fast and repent 
for three days. 

They refused to 
bow down to the 
idol.  Three were 
thrown into the 
furnace. 

Peter wept bitterly 
for denying Yeshua 
three times. 

The saints should repent 
and fast for 
deliverance…(3 ”X”?) 

Moses was 
put in an ark 
which was 
placed in the 
reeds by the 
riverbank in 
an effort to 
deliver him 
from death.  

Esther had been 
placed in the 
palace for such a 
time as this…for 
the deliverance of 
her people. 

After they were 
thrown in the 
furnace, the form 
of a fourth man 
like the Son of God 
was seen walking 
in the midst of the 
other three 
men…to deliver 
them from death 
in the fire. 

Yeshua hung on 
the tree in the 
midst of two other 
men to deliver 
mankind. 

On the day of the Lord, 
Yeshua’ feet will stand 
on the Mount of Olives, 
and the Mount of Olives 
will be split in half to 
deliver them.  
Zech 14:4 
 
 

 

1. God prepares to position His people. 
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2. God equips His people and sharpens and enhances their skills and physical appearance 

and/or character. 

3. God positions His people for the purpose of deliverance. 

4. Something happens privately that is eventually revealed that prevents or causes death. 

5. Someone arises to do either good or evil. 

6. Idolatry or true worship takes place. 

7. Man either acknowledges or rejects God. 

8. A plan is made to kill the righteous… 

9. Because they are considered a threat to the nation. 

10. Mourning and repentance take place. 

11. Warnings and/or second chances to obey the beast instead of God. 

12. The number 3 is associated with a trial, fasting, repenting, possible death, deliverance, life, 

etc. 

13. Someone is placed in the position of deliverer; He will come. 

Just as the Jews needed to repent in Esther’s day, the world needs to repent today or it will 

experience the wrath of God. 

 

When you want to approach God with something, describe the steps you take to do so. 

Sometimes we are so focused on telling people about God’s love for them that we fail to 

remember and warn people that God is just and He will judge the world.  We’ve been told that 

the veil has been torn and that we have free access to God but we fail to remember the pattern 

of approaching God found in the Tabernacle is still valid for today. 

1. Gates:  We should enter His gates with thanksgiving. (Psalm 100:4) 

2. Court:  We should enter His court with praise. (Psalm 100:4) 

3. Altar of sacrifice:  We should confess our sins (intentional and unintentional) and attempt 

restitution for sins committed against others.  Our sins still separate us from God so we 

must repent so we can come closer to God.  (Is. 59:2) 

4. Laver:  We need to wash ourselves as we read God’s word. (Eph. 5:26) 

5. Lampstand:  Ask God to fill us with the oil of His Holy Spirit so we can be lights to the world 

and ask God how to use the gifts of the Holy Spirit He has given us. (Matt. 5:14, 1 Cor. 12:7-

11) 

6. Table of Showbread:  Commune with God as you eat and drink together. (1 Cor. 11:26) 

7. Altar of incense:  Intercede for others. (Rev. 5:8, Rev. 8:4) 



20 
 

8. Holy of Holies:  As you draw close to God, ask Him to reveal to you hidden things that He 

would want you to know, ask Him to show you His will, and to tell you what to do.  (Jer. 

33:3, Col. 1:9-10, Heb. 13:21) 

 

Have you ever experienced a time of spiritual dryness despite reading God’s word and 

attempting to draw close to Him?  What did you do about it? 

 

Have you ever fasted and prayed for God answers to your petitions and to quench your spiritual 

dryness?  Why not?  Determine to do so.  Don’t let anything stop you. 

 

It seems that during fasting and repentance, God drew close to His people during their “trial by 

fire.”  This was a time of purification.  God was there with them and saw to it that His people 

would not be destroyed. 

Haman was prideful and sought to be worshipped as if he were God.  He is much like Satan who 

will be brought down to Sheol in the future.  Haman was brought low and executed for his sin. 

Isaiah 14:12-15 says, “How you are fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning! How you 

are cut down to the ground, You who weakened the nations!  For you have said in your heart:  'I 

will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God; I will also sit on the mount 

of the congregation On the farthest sides of the north; I will ascend above the heights of the 

clouds, I will be like the Most High.' Yet you shall be brought down to Sheol, To the lowest 

depths of the Pit.”  NKJV 
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Esther Chapter 5-6 

 

 

Our pattern continues:  

1. God prepares to position His people. 

2. God equips His people and sharpens and enhances their skills and physical appearance 

and/or character. 

3. God positions His people for the purpose of deliverance. 

Moses Esther Daniel Yeshua Revelation/Zechariah 

Moses was 
never put to 
death for 
coming to the 
king with God’s 
commands. 

After three days, 
Esther risked 
death by going 
to the king 
unannounced.  
The king showed 
favor to her and 
gave her life by 
extending his 
royal scepter to 
her and calling 
her to himself.  

Shadrach, 
Meshach, and 
Abed-Nego could 
have died but God 
showed his favor 
to them by 
keeping them 
alive.   They came 
out of the furnace 
when 
Nebuchadnezzar 
called them out. 

Yeshua died on the 
cross during 
Passover and rose 
from the dead on 
the Feast of First 
Fruits. 

God’s people will flee 
through the valley 
created by Yeshua on 
the Mount of Olives; He 
will protect their lives.  
Zech. 14:5 

Hebrew 
firstborn sons 
were spared 
during the 
Passover. 

Esther’s life was 
spared. 

The fire had had no 
power on their 
bodies; the hair 
which was on their 
heads was not 
singed nor were 
their garments 
affected, and the 
smell of fire was 
not on them. They 
were delivered 
from death.  
 

Yeshua became a 
curse on the cross 
so that we could 
be spared the 
curse of the law 
which is death. 

Then the Lord will come 
to them with all the holy 
ones and deliver them.  
Yeshua will be King over 
all of the world. 
Zech 14:5, 9 
 

 Daily journal 
read to the king.  
The king sought 
to reward 
Mordecai. 
Mordecai was 
exalted in the 
midst of the city 
by Haman 
according to the 
king’s command. 

  Yeshua will reward us 
according to our work 
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4. Something happens privately that is eventually revealed that prevents or causes death. 

5. Someone arises to do either good or evil. 

6. Idolatry or true worship takes place. 

7. Man either acknowledges or rejects God. 

8. A plan is made to kill the righteous… 

9. Because they are considered a threat to the nation. 

10. Mourning and repentance take place. 

11. Warnings and/or second chances to obey the beast instead of God. 

12. The number 3 is associated with a trial, fasting, repenting, possible death, deliverance, life, 

etc. 

13. Someone is placed in the position of deliverer; He will come. 

14. At the very end, the lives of believers who obey God’s command and keep the testimony of 

Yeshua will be spared. 

 

 

Consider your personal life.   

Where do you fit in this pattern?  Is God preparing you for ministry?  Do you know a secret that 

needs to be revealed?  Are you doing good or evil?  Are you considering rejecting God for 

something He has allowed in your life?  Has someone close to you died because of wickedness?  

Do you need to mourn, repent, or fast?  Do you need a second chance to do what is good and 

just?  Describe your situation here.  How do you think you need to respond in your given 

situation? 

 

 

 

 

 

If you’ve never fasted and prayed, it is definitely a discipline that you need to add to your 

spiritual life.  When we fast, it shows God that we are serious about repentance, denying the 

flesh, drawing close to Him, asking for His direction in our lives, and our desire for deliverance 

from our enemies.   It allows God to squeeze out your old wineskin and make it new so He can 

fill you with new wine--a new assignment or to bring healing to your life. 
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Take time to write down your petitions and pray about them during a fast.  You can do different 

kinds of fasts:   

1. No food or water for one or more days (use caution here). 

2. Liquids only for 1 or more days – no caffeine or sodas.  Drink water, juice, broth, or non-

caffeinated beverages. 

3. Avoid meats, breads, or snack foods.  Eat fruits, vegetables, rice, and pasta.  Drink only 

water, juice, broth, or non-caffeinated beverages. 

4. Some kind of modified fast with the intention of bringing your petitions to the Lord.  

Remember, your motivation for fasting is important. 

Before you begin, you may choose to read more about fasting as a spiritual discipline. 

God sees the motivations and desires of your heart.  He often rewards those who fast in various 

ways. 
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Esther Chapters 7-10 

Moses Esther Daniel Yeshua Revelation/Zechariah 

The Feast of 
Passover took 
place. 

Esther eventually 
held two banquets 
before she finally 
revealed her 
nationality and the 
plot against her 
people. 

Nebuchadnezzar 
blessed the Lord.  
He made a decree 
that whoever 
spoke against the 
Lord will be cut in 
pieces and their 
house made an 
ash heap 
(burned). 

Yeshua has to 
come twice to 
reveal Himself to 
His people.  
 
His timing and 
actions are 
related to the 
feasts of YHVH.  

The wedding feast will 
take place after His 
second coming. 

The Egyptians 
were plundered. 

Esther was given 
Haman’s house.  The 
king gave Mordecai 
his signet ring.   
 
Esther put Mordecai 
in charge of Haman’s 
house. 

Shadrach, 
Meshach, and 
Abed-Nego were 
promoted in the 
province of 
Babylon. 

The disciples 
became the 
apostles of the 
ecclesia.  The 
people were 
together and 
had everything 
in common. 

Yeshua will take what 
rightfully belongs to His 
people. 
He will give back their 
land.  Their enemies 
will be plundered. 

Pharaoh and his 
army were killed 
by water while 
chasing the 
mixed multitude 
through the sea. 

Haman and his sons 
were put to death. 
 
The king made a 
decree that the Jews 
could defend and 
protect themselves, 
and destroy and 
plunder their 
enemies.  They were 
also allowed to do 
this for a second day 
in a row. 

The king made a 
decree that any 
people, nation, or 
language which 
speaks anything 
amiss against the 
God of Shadrach, 
Meshach, and 
Abed-Nego would 
be cut in pieces, 
and their houses 
and made an ash 
heap; because 
there is no other 
God who can 
deliver like this. 
 

Believers in 
Messiah were 
persecuted and 
martyred; some 
were tortured, 
sawn in two, etc. 
Heb. 11. 

The Lord will kill Israel’s 
enemies. 
Zech. 14:12 

When the 
covenant was 
renewed, the 
people were 
reminded to 
celebrate the 
feasts of the 
Lord. Ex. 34 

The king ordered that 
Purim be celebrated 
annually on the 14

th
 

and 15
th

 of Adar to 
remember how their 
enemies were 
defeated. 

The king blessed 
YHVH and he 
promoted 
Shadrach, 
Meshach, and 
Abed-Nego in the 
province of 
Babylon.  He 
acknowledged 
that no other God 
can deliver like 
this. 

Believers still 
observed the 
feasts of the 
Lord to 
remember what 
YHVH had done 
for them. 

The Feasts of the Lord 
will be celebrated to 
remember what YHVH 
has done for His 
people. 
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Our pattern continues: 

1. God prepares to position His people. 

2. God equips His people and sharpens and enhances their skills and physical appearance 

and/or character. 

3. God positions His people for the purpose of deliverance. 

4. Something happens privately that is eventually revealed that prevents or causes death. 

5. Someone arises to do either good or evil. 

6. Idolatry or true worship takes place. 

7. Man either acknowledges or rejects God. 

8. A plan is made to kill the righteous… 

9. Because they are considered a threat to the nation. 

10. Mourning and repentance take place. 

11. Warnings and/or second chances to obey the beast instead of God. 

12. The number 3 is associated with a trial, fasting, repenting, possible death, deliverance, life, 

etc. 

13. Someone is placed in the position of deliverer; Yeshua will come. 

14. At the very end, the lives of believers who obey God’s command and keep the testimony of 

Yeshua will be spared. 

15. God reveals Himself to His people. 

16. God gives His people back what is rightfully theirs.  

17. God’s enemies are killed and plundered. 

18. Victory celebration and wedding feast takes place; the feasts of YHVH continue to be 

celebrated as a remembrance. 

 

What fears and emotions do you think Haman felt when he realized that Esther was Jewish?  If 

you had been Haman, would you have responded differently? 

If you had been Esther, what emotions would you have been experiencing?  Explain. 

 

One day we will have to face our King.  What do you think He will say to you?  Will you be afraid 

to approach him?  What do you think you will say to him?  Will you receive a reward or be cast 

away from His presence? 
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Probably the hardest thing for the Jews will be when Yeshua reveals Himself to them.  They will 

probably fear him the way Joseph’s brothers feared Joseph would take revenge on them. 

Imagine and describe what you think will happen when Yeshua reveals His true identity to the 

Jews. 

 

 

 

 

 

Israel is not a lost cause.  They will be saved one day.  In Romans 11:26-32, the apostle Paul 

said, 

“And so all Israel will be saved, as it is written: 

"The Deliverer will come out of Zion, And He will turn away ungodliness from 

Jacob; For this is My covenant with them, When I take away their sins."  

Concerning the gospel they are enemies for your sake, but concerning the election they 

are beloved for the sake of the fathers.  For the gifts and the calling of God are 

irrevocable.  For as you were once disobedient to God, yet have now obtained mercy 

through their disobedience, even so these also have now been disobedient, that through 

the mercy shown you they also may obtain mercy.  For God has committed them all to 

disobedience, that He might have mercy on all.”   NKJV 

 

God loves those He has chosen.  If we are saved, we are part of Israel whether we realize it or 

not.  We’ve been grafted into the olive tree of Israel.  We need to pray for the natural branches 

to be grafted back in as well. 

God has always preserved Israel.  He brought them out of Egypt.  He brought them through the 

desert.  He placed them in the Promised Land.  He scattered them over the earth.  They 

survived Haman’s evil plot.  God brought some of His people back to Israel.  He scattered them 

again.   A remnant survived Hitler’s holocaust.  Israel was re-born in 1948.  People continue to 

return there.  They’ve survived many wars.  The final assault against the apple of God’s eye is 

about to come again. 
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Psalms 83:1-8 warns us, “Do not keep silent, O God!  Do not hold Your peace, And do not be still, 

O God!  For behold, Your enemies make a tumult; And those who hate You have lifted up their 

head.  They have taken crafty counsel against Your people, And consulted together against Your 

sheltered ones.  They have said, "Come, and let us cut them off from being a nation, That the 

name of Israel may be remembered no more."   For they have consulted together with one 

consent; They form a confederacy against You:   The tents of Edom and the Ishmaelites; Moab 

and the Hagrites; Gebal, Ammon, and Amalek; Philistia with the inhabitants of Tyre; Assyria also 

has joined with them; They have helped the children of Lot.”  NKJV  

 

The same pattern that began in Esther’s day is about to take place again.  Will you stand in 

prayer for Israel and its right to exist?  Will you celebrate Israel’s victory over its enemies when 

Yeshua comes? 

 

Record any further thoughts you have here: 

 

 

 

After seeing as many Biblical patterns as I have, I know they don’t always play out in the order 

that is expected; however, these events will take place one way or another.   

I do see that even though the identity of the beast is not known at this time, and even though 

we don’t see the two witnesses yet, a plan is being made (or hints thereof) to eliminate the 

righteous because they are considered a threat to America.  This is because our voices are a 

hindrance to those who intend to rule the world.   

Gather those around you and begin to look for this pattern that has already been laid out for 

us!  Choose now who you will serve.  Be ready to give up your life, if necessary to honor God. 


